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Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


| My dear Adelphins, 
| A } Fre Books Dedicable only tothole 
| \ that need them, rTwere difficult to 
| | find one, to ha the tollowing 
Subject ( duely managed ) would be an im- 
pertmment Preſent. That I make this to You, 
is out of a compaſſionate ſenſe of thoſe me- 
lancholy, deſponding 'Thoughts that has 
ſometimes perplexed you, as wel as my ſel ht: 
for which we may, tis true, thank, or r.1- 
ther blame, aud condemn our ſelves, that 
) we have rendered our Lives ſo uncomfor table, 
by our unpr oft table Solicitude : That we have 
| been ſo unreconciled to our Condition,which 
Path hindered the ſweet and quiet of it, 
and diſturbed that calmneſ$ and ſerenity of 
Soul we might have otherwiſe enjoy'd « That 
we have uo more cheerfully comply 'd with tho 
| Fill of our gracious DISPOSER, aud 
| ( thankfully embraced the Portion He hath - 
|  lotted us ; whoſe Omnipotent Wiſdom mint 


Tac Epiitic 3 Deucatory. 

ecs all for the good of his Servants. Our 
11:3 7 IMPAtICNCO 75 our greateſt Miſery, He 
mw is ever content with what he is, makes 
felf happy 1 without a Fortur E. Fe” when 
a judge him maſt unfortunate, N, othing 
wore general, than Complaints . * And in- 
cieed, ina careleſs Aze, no wonder "tas fo hard 
io bud contented Miuds. While we negle£ 
our Duty, we cannot but be troubleſo we t0 
our [C [ves : while we ſecure that, we canggot 
be much diſtreſſe A in any C alamity. This, were 
there nothing elſe, is abundantly Juficient to 
recommentd, and endear our Happy Religion 
70 Us ; that the ſaucere obſervance of it, not 
only prevent s many Troubles; ..but* af ords 
fupport under All. Orr attain Soveraigyt's 
[Tonmr,and our own FTappineſs he hath joyn- 
ed torether ſfo,as no man can putt aſunder * 107 
le miſerable i any C. ondition,iw bout being 
Difobedient, 7he f f- atal Cauſe of being ſo in 
all. There's cert ai; ly a more eaſic undiſtur bed 
Paſſage throurh this Wor Id of Trouble, thai 
moll find: Becauſe they [not be at the coft and 

pins of a good Contcoience ; ; which entitles 
ts to the [pc ecial care of an All ſufficient onty 
Fife GOD; and afjor 4, {t ar juward Con- 

rentment,which all wiſe Men have valued a- 
L1ve external. Jccommodat ious. And without 


all 
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al! peradverture, they pr epolſeſs here 110 Income 
fiderable ſhare of that fature R elt, where 

only are unailay '1 Deliehts whom, he i it their 
Bufineſs to be like the undofile 4 Iihabitants of 
it, Wecan fjuſlty complain of nothing nal 
ſeparates us not from te Love of GOD. 110 
7s perpetu: Ally COHCENN 'd for Pumane Atfatrs, 
and particularly intends their Happinels, 
who place it ouly in Flim. In a turbulent 
LWorld,in us levied Times. amidjt the ſtraizhts 
aud diff ulties we m— ible to Pa 1/s ;hrough 
nothing can be more deftralle than to be 
Love Misfortunes; to be free from Moleſtati 
071 a: ad a1 "XN 10US Thouzh ts: - to mect all V, Ii - 
frtudes and Events with C01 ſtant equal T en- 
pers; to undergo all Croſſes with vecomn's 
contented Ainds; to entertain tre barſhe it 
Accidents with elctanimity and acyure eſcence 
of Souls, who! Hy fab lied unto, fully fatisfi 'd 
with theDivine.. itpofal: To which;if thetol- 
lowing prove not au iniallible Way, "tis be- 
caiſe the enſuing Coniderations are wot well 
Dizeſted,a; id right ly cApply'd. Tf they con- 
rribute any thing to your ( ontervtment, if 
w/// be no | {mall addition to mine : , for / 


ann , 
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INTRODUCTION 


Ow great an Impoflor a this World unt. 
s e In the diverſity of Reports and Op!1- 
0s, in the eager | pur/ute of Wor 11) Great 
neſs, in the hungry thirſt after carnal Pleaſures, i» 
the heats of Pajſwon, in the &ry's of the Poor, int! 
oppreſſion of the Rich, in the throng of Buſineſs, ::: 
the remiſſion --þ Idleneſs, inthe diverſion of Fri jon. 
in the [pite of Enemies, in the hopes and fears. 
and ſorrows of this cvil World ; how few fin q 3 {i 
and Content ? how many loſe GOD and themſelves x 
Iihen I conſider the ulefulneſs and excellency of D:- 
vine CONTENTMENT; how neceſ,, ary 
and ' profs rable, pieaſant ond comfortable, beautiful 
ant amiable; how it makes us Rich and Happy 
in deſpite of the Wor 'd; fits us to do, ant rece:ve 
Good, and ſuffer Evil; how it frees us from Sin 
and innumerable Temptations to it 5 bow creditable 
to Religion; how pleaſing, how like, how near it ts 
unto GOD : As aljo, the great trouvle and burden, 
vanity and unre alonab! nels, hurt aud unprofitable 
meſs, pride nnd unthankfune [648 ebellion and unbelief, 
the {infulne|s, miſcaief, and {ad effe&'s of Mavis 
ring, Impatience, and Diſcoment 3 how much be- 


A 4 low 


”  JCINE SYOPUCITON. 


low the Spirt, Prof, Tit 172 and Dut vE Relati. n, Di o 
nity aud Expect! icn of Chi ifet 10S what G 6; D 
hath had, and wx]. F iro 1 then ; how 4, {13 CONT? 
_ &i/fleaſing (777 d Prove k: np 1 it 15 t0 Hin; g # CI 
f 11P6U erijnes and beo Vers Us, \ rude ers 1s wncar P it = 
m of enjoying any Mercy 3 exc! des ws from all rue 
"Foy, Comfurt. Ref, or . 90 fety ; expo/ es 7rs to will 
imaginable Milciiuts aud Mi: arts: I am oſhom d 
of my Felly ; I om confounded at, 1crave pardon 
tor my Guilt : I am concern d ; [ reſolve to be 0- 
therwiſe, Such like Conſiderations ceeaſioned the 
Cellcttion ef” theſe enſuing : _—_ were they Fumili- 
arizd, made part of car ſelves; entertain'd with 
a firm unſhaken belief of bets wich and uſe, We 
{nould not be at a los, where to rut fe r relief in our 
diſtreſs ; » but be able ( by altering and tempering 
the diſp { lions and inclinations of our Mmi3s, !Tills, 
and HAffettions ) to be Happy in the/e Circumſtances, 
which render others Miſerable; to fruſts ate and 
elude the efſecFsof the moſt Jnva—en Cauſes of Grief 
and lily $4 making them the ( Canſer of 1 et {are 
and Delichr : Thoſe Occurrences and 7ccidents, 
Occoſi.us of the greateſt fey, which imbittcy ths 
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FIIS World is a State of Proba= 
tion 5 we live in it on noothcr 
Terms, thanto be liable to all 
the Hazards, and Adventures, 

Troubles, Changes, and Viciiiitudes, fiat 

—_ Mortality. LVunity and Fexation, 

arc the Etjence ot alle arthly Rings; 1n- 
corporated into the Mats or this Viible 

Crextion. / thelVorld you ſhall have [ris 

balation(a). The ordinary Lot and Por- 

tion of all thoſe, rhe « aptain of whole 

Salvation was mace perfe:t through /uffer- 
ms (+), Fo be Off em! ed at them, 1s to be 

off e ad 4 that we are 3/7, or Crri/tians. 
it becomes us nor ro POre UPON Our. PIs 
fent itvils, but attentivec:y 10 100K about 

(a) Joh. 16. 33. (6) Heb 
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us, and confider, what otizers have c:car- 
fully endurd, and to upbraid our {elves 
with ſuch hike Queſtions, V/hat then, 
are We better than They 2 Art thou great- 
er thau Abraham and the Prophets 2 
hom makeſt thou thy felf 2 If ye be 
without Chaſtiſement, whereof all are par- 
takers, then are ye Baſtards and not Sons 
(c). It's the Character and Brand of the 
Wicked, that, 7hey are not inTrouble as 0- 
ther Men(d). Every true Iſraelite, ex- 
pects their Father Jacob's Legacy: The 
Archers have ſorely grieved him, aud ſhot at 
him, and hated him{(e). And to find their 
days as his, few, and evi/( f ). Heaven's 
migheit Favourites have no Writ of Privi- 
ledge, but the unſpeakable advantage of 
making them eaſe, and uſeful, by contide- 
rate, ſubmiſhve, contented Minds. Pa- 
tience leſſens pain and ſuffering : Trouble 
aggravates every ſad Accident : Content- 
ment makes it none at all. It we w/l it 
cannot harm us; it we give way to It, We 
wound our felves, and joyn with it to 
make us muſerable, and a ſingle miſchiet, 
a great many : But, it we quictly fit ſtil}, 

(c) Heb.12.8. (4) Pal. 73. 5. (e) Gen. 49. 23. (f) 

Gen. 47. 9,- W 
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and 7n patience poſſeſs our Souls, we are 
what we were before the Evil came, only 
our Souls have the Addition of the great- 
elt Joy and Pleaſure, by the Vidory we 
have obtain'd over it, and our ſelves. 'The 
greateſt of our misfortunes is our 7mpatt- 
ence. Diſcontent 1s worſe than any Evil we 
tecl : Contentment 1s better than any Com- 
fort we want or deſire. How pleaſant is 
it to a Chriſtian, to find himſelt willing 
to be without that which he moſt deli- 
red, and to ſuffer that, to which he was 
molt averſe 2 Far ſweeter than the obtain- 
ing and enjoying of that he longed tor. 
"Tis better to be Contert through Grace, 
than through the enjoying any outward 
Comftort ; that can content me but in 
one particular, but ths Grace in All ; 7his 
makes my Soul better ; the thing I would 
—_ cannot. In having my deiire fatil- 
tied, I am content through lelt-love ; 

but Ao this Grace I come to be content 
out of Submitlion and Love to God, a Shel- 
ter and SanQuary within us againſt all In- 
juries abroad ; who fills the taichful Soul 
with his Peace and Preſence : In him we 
find Retuge 1n our Dan ers, Contidence 
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Count! in our Perplexitics, Lig! 1 Our 
Darkneſs, and Lie in Death. C ould We 
but as well rejoyce in out preſent Tappi- 
eſs, as he hath made pr oviiton for it, We 
{ſhould no more mils or zt, than of that 
which 15 without end. 


_ 


Encouragement from the Faithtulneſs aud 
Omnipreſence of G O D. 


E doth not ict us to plow the Rock, 
tofced in a dry and barren \Wil- 
derneſs. Hehath provided borli tor our 
Safety and IWell-teing ; the Covenant, as 
well as the Land of Promiſe, tiows with 
Mutk and Honey : Let your Converſativn 
ve without Covetorſneſs, and be content with 
ſuch things as you have; for, he hath faid, 
(g) Z will never ( in no cafe, at no time, 
upon no occalion, torno cauſe, in No con- 
dition, reſpect, or relation, by no mcans) 
leave thee, nor forſake thee (h). He may 
change his diſpenſations, but not his affe- 
ions. relations, engagements ; chaſtiſe , 
but not Aiſown, not aiftuhberit ; call down, 
but not ca{'t oft ; withdraw for a time, but 
not depart tor good and all: / will at 


(z) Deut. 31.8. Joſ.1.5. (4) Heb.iz.s, 
Tarn 
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TUYN 71WAy from them to do them good ( (2). 
Aly loving kindneſs will I not utterly take 
from them, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail 
(4). Heloves us too dear, indeed ; hath 
paid roo dear tor us, to leave us in our 
Deflements, without Grace ; in our Dit- 
quictments and Dc) jetions, without Com- 
fort; in our Dangers and Difficulties , 
without Protection : in our Graves, W ith- 
out Preſervation and Deliverance. He 
will not leave us in Life ; not leave us at 
Death; not leave us after Death ; not 
leave us when our Breath hath leit us: He 
will be a tafter Friend than our very Souls 
are to us (/). He is with us and ours, 
when Friends ( or we ) arc abſent ; Ene- 
mies, Ev:ls round about us ; who is moſt 
nearly related to us, who molt dearly 
loves us, who will never be wanting to 
us in any thing that's good for us. In his 
Company there can be no anger: If God 
be for us, who ( what ) can be againſt us 
(m): None bur ſuch * as muſt be againſt 
Iumtcli, nothing but weakneſs, nothing 
to hurt us ; there's 10 room tor doubting, 
whether it thall go well with us. 


(:) Jer.32.40. (k) Pal. $9. 33. (1) Gen.y46.3,4. and 
$90. 13. (m/ Ron. 8. 3t. =: _ 
Eiltrangc- 
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Eftrangement from God, and diſtruſt 
of his Providence, arc the cauſes of all 
diſquietneſs in our ſelves. When we run 
away from him, we fly trom our S»zel/d, 
our Shadow, our Rock, our Refuge, and loſe 
our Confidence of his Protection. Put on 
(faith the Apoſtle) the armor of light (2). 
Strange Armour, that a man may /ee 
through't! A good mans Armour, 1s, that 
he needs none ; his Armour is an oper 
breaſt ; that he can expoſe himſelt fearlets 
ot any Injury ; Who is he that will harm you, 
if you be followers of that which is good ( 0) 2 
He's ſecure from any cxternal violence, ſo 
far as it ſhall be never able to invade hs 
Spirit, which 1s rais'd above this ſtormy 
Region, where Clouds and Tempeſts have 
no place : The work of righteouſneſs ſhall be 
peace ; and the effect of righteouſneſs, quiet- 
neſs, and aſſurance for ever (p). True peace 
is the necellary Conſequence of Zolineſs, 
but dwells not, where Sin 1s not pardo- 
ned and ſubdued, an uninterrupted courſe 
of Picty maintained : The Lord will ſpeak 

peace unto his People, and to his Saints (q); 
but 0 peace unto the wicked (r ). He who 
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(z) Rom. 13.12. (0) 2 Pet.3.13.(p) Ifa.32.17. (9) PC. 
85.8, (r) If. 48.22. : 
lives 
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lives careleſly cannot be peaceable. There's 
no protection againlt fear, but iuncceaucy, A 
good man is ſatisfied from himſelf (s ); 
Neither ſhall they ſay, Loe here, or Loe 
there, ( is Happineſs ) for the kinzdom of 
God 1s within you (7). Labour after Truth, 
and Peace will follow. By not doing our 
own works, we keep the true Re/t and 
Sabbath of the Soul. To him that overcomes 

himſelt ) 15 gzven the hidden Manna 
c ). He can have »o peace that lodges his 
deadly Fnemy in his Boſom. He only can 
have the holy Spirit for his Comforter, 
that hath him for his Guzde. When Re- 
ligion 1s become our Temper and Conſtt- 
tution, and the Divine Will, our Joy and 
Pleaſure, our tull Content, our juſt Sa- 
tisfaction ; in taking Chriſt's Yoak upon 
us, by a pliable ſubmiſſive frame and 
temper of ſpirit, a free ſincere intire obe- 
dicnce to his Laws, learning of him to 
be meek and lowly of heart, we fhall find 
reſt unto our Souls (w), O the never-cea- 
ſing muſick, comtort,and ſatisfaction of a 
o00d Conſcience ! It's our Suffering, Sick- 
beds, Death-bed Cordial ; a ſofter Pillow 


- (5) Pro.14+-14. (:) Luke 17.21. (vu) Rev. 2.17. (#) 
Mar, 11. 29. 
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unaer our F/ead ( though that be upon a 
Stone, and we have no Covering but the 
Cm of Heaven over us ) than others 

an lay theirs upon, in the rickeſt Pavi- 
ook or molt ſplendid Palaces : It cauſes 
the Patzent to 7 37" wile the Spectators 
weep : the Martyr to Led with morc caſe, 
than the Fxecatiozer ſwears : Is a continu= 
al __ when we lnve nothing elle: 
enable us to eat Herbs, and drink Water, 
and give God thanks. | 
Guilt is alv rays terruying and affright- 
ing: Makes great ones trembic in the 
midft of their Palaces : atraid of Death 
under the Covert of ther gilded Ceilings : 
The cleit of a Vaſl puts them into a 

{right ; the clattering of a Shutter drives 
ticir Courage to a nonplus; they fcar 

their days to be at an end every time the 

Wind breals a Pane of rheir Window, or 

puffs upa Tile from their Roof : P laces of 

SHety are not ſecure to them ; and they 

arc as much amaz «d to {ce the 'Tapeltry 

flip from ta% Wall, as it an Farthquake 
had violently thrown up the Foundation 
of their Ducllings. An evil Spirit (their 

n-- -y Conſciences) haunt them continu- 

ally, which all their Diveriions cannot 

CON- 
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conjure down, or drive away ; ſo that, 
though netther God nor Man Punif) them 
in tl!s World, they can never pardon 
nor enjov themſelves. Gui It makes tiem 
think ticy fill hear the noiſe and alarm 
of Wrati and Vengeance : 


At every flaſh of Liehtuing they wax pale ; 
When diſtant Th ind: r rumlles \ Villains 


(qu all. 


Guiit and Unbelicf creates all ourFears ; 
makes us weary of the days, and watch 
in the night ; our Slcep 1h -ort, the Nights 
long ; our Dreams troubleſom,our Watch- 
ings paintul ; a paje Face, a thoughtiul 
deiponding perplexed Heart; ſhuts up 
Heaven it iclf again!t us ; makes the God 
of Truth a Lyer: Fai: þ opens Heaven, 
glorilies God, fortifies, confrms the 
Heort, and etlablithes us; fills us with 
Corey and Acquictccnce in him ; holds 
our Ficoartsina holy Tran quil. ty, amidit 
ail the 2C zu MOL10NS Of this Life ; - Will 
make us {tand upright cven 1mM0ng the 
Ruincs ot the Treat tall ofthe old ! ulding 
of Nature. wiien Heaven and Earth tha il 
Lroemble and jr LOS, Nallting ro a Dilloiu- 
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tion. He 1s ſure to be Fed, who 1s able 
to Believe: Find out the Ward, and God 
will find out the Deed: Tell him. what he 
hath /aia, and he will make 7t good. He 
never yet was worſe than his Word, or 
Compounded for leſs than Due, with any 
whom his Promiſe made his Creditor. 7o- 
ſhua challenges all //rae!, to ſhew but one 
Thing God had failed them in, of all 
the good things he had ſpoke concerning 
them, (x). Faith is the ſubſtance of things 
aot fe en ; doubts not of Food, though we 

ſee no Corn; deſpairs not of Cloaths , 

though we have no Flax ; wants not a Sa- 
crifice, though we have no Herd (y). Faith 
loves no Diſputes ; hatcs all doubtful Rea- 
ſonings, baniſhes all carnal Objections; 
{ets not Providences againſt Promiſes ; tri- 
umphs over all ſeeming Contradictions ; 
looks upon the greateſt Impediments, as 
difficulties which cannot check, but only 
magnifie Almightrineſs. There is no 
quellion Ictt, where God's Promile 1s en- 
gaged ; there are no Objections againfl 
Faith, nothing 1mpo:lible to him that can 
believe : no Deſart without Proviftion ; no 
Dungcon without Light ; no fiery Trial 


(x) Fol. 23. ns. (5) Hab. 3.17, 18. : 
without 
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without Comfort ; no Valley of Tcars 
| without a door of Hope. Let's never fear 
to urge the Promiſes ; a good Man, will 


: be as 00d as his word, much more 4 
x good God : He that was ſo free, as to make 
4 them, will be /o faithful,as to make them 
. good. 

1 Why then do we ſtumble at every 


: Straw 7 Why are we of doubtful Minds ? 
- And why do Thoughts ariſe in ourHearts ? 
We will then-be diftruſttul, when we have 

” a want, he cannot ſupply ; a danger, he 
cannot prevent, or remove; a PLiſcaſc, 

he cannot heal, or mitigate ; an Enemy, 

he cannot overcome , Or reconcile ; 

Rect Sea, he cannot dry up, or divide ; 

a Wall, he cannot throw down, or help us 

over ; who ſv ays the Scepter of the Uni- 

,» verle, andlets looſe, or binds up the Crea - 
-turcs Influences at lis Plealure : Keeps 
the I.yons from cating one Prophet (=) ; 

and the Fiſh from digeſting another (a); 
the Fire lrom touching three Captives in 

a burning Furnace (4); ſupplies the 7/- 
raclites torty y cars, where they neither 
ſow, nor reap, toil, beg, nor fleal fc) ; 

_ Dan. 6» 22. (a) Jon. 1. 17. and 2.10. (6) Dan. 


s. 7: (c) Deur. 3. +. 
alters 
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alters tize Courſe of Nature, and tie 
Hearts of Men ; removes all Impediments 
for their {uccour, delence, and advantage; 
cloaths the naked Trees : recovers the 
virdure of the forlorn Earth ; exalts 
the ſetting Sun in its Beauty an4 
Br:ghtneſs; ſpreads every day a Ta- 
ble where all may reach convenient 
Food :; in the time of Famine plants a 
Corn-feld in the bottom of a Barrel of 
Meal, for E/:; wil - and an Clive-yard in 
a Cruſe, forthe Widow of Sareptab ; fills 
cmpty Naomi with 2 {amous Oil-ipring 
(4); gives 4maziah much more than he 
had Le” with to the oo ot Jjraet 
(e); and Job double for what he took 
from him (f ); reſtores to his Peaiterts 
what thn2 Locuſts and Caterpillcrs had 
eaten (g); accompliſhes his Prom.te of 
Incredible Plenty 1 in damaria, _—_ ra:ns1t 
not from Heaven nc ther (h); COM 
pences to his People the Comlorts of 
Healtnand i.iberty, which Sicknets had 
Impaired; of Relations an ar Friencis , 


p, 


\v 11:iCh1 the Uraye ha: 4 devoured ; of Hou- - 


"I "+ Ki. 47:16, {d} Ru.4.15. (-) 2 Uhr. 
25.9. 7 f ) Joo 42. 10. (ou) Joel 2: 2c. (;;) 2 RIN. 7. 
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- {cs and Eſlatcs which the Fire had con- 
5 


ſumed : Builds his Temple againit all Plots 
5 and Scandals, Weapons and Oppoſitions ; 
ay diſcomfits the Phililims by Jonathan and 
'S his Armour-bcarer (7); delivers 4/a with 
: a handiul, in compariſon of a thouſand 


E thouſand ( k) ; Hezekiah from Senacherib 
: 7 Tis hoſaphat | rom the Children of 
- Ammon , Moab, and Monunt feer ( m ). 
| There's none ſaved by the. multitude of 
an Ho!t : Subdues a _ mighty Prince by 
"an Army muſtered of his mcaneſt Crea- 
tures *: Routs an innumerable Ho{t with 
; a-tew Trumpets, Lamps, and Pitchers ; 
likelier to fright Children, than armed 
Men (”): Pilcountenances any detign, 
it his eye be but agailt 1t ; 1f he but h3/s 
his Enemies come with ſpecd, and re- 

' venge his Quarrel againlt themlelves(o) : 
Let him but. ariſe, and his enemies arc [c It -- 
tered (p). With the turning of his hand 

he turns them into Hell. Nor a Creature 

in Heaven, Earth, or Hell, but have an 
car to hcar him ; and ſtand readv preſt, at 
his Command ,. to pertorm his pleaſure 


| (:) 1 Sam. 1 4. (4) 2 Ch. 14.8, &.(!) 2 Kin. 19. 35 
f (nm) 2 Ch. 20. * At. 12.23. (z) Jude e 7 
| 5 2G. (p) Plal.68-1. 


.20, Cc. (o) Ita. 


(when 
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(when he lifts up his Eniign) again{t his 
Enemies, for his Friends. What can ſtand 
before a creating : Power? Who can reſiſt 
or oppoſe infinite Strength, and Almigh- 
tineſs? He can do what he will; and will 
do for his what 1s beſt, according to the 
Dictates of infinite Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs. 

Hencetorth then | jt employ that 
time Tuſcd to ſpend in difquictingthoughts 
about the things that diſlurbed mc, in acts 
of Love, and Pruſc, Submiſſion, and 
Reſignation , Faith, and Confidence in 
God. I cannot want or abound , but 
irom thee, who giielt betore thou takelt, 
and takeſt but what thou gavelt. Give 
me what thou wilt, 10 thon give me Come 
teatment With it. Frame my Hear! to 
my E/tate, lo {Þall I have an /fate to my 
Feart; and not want when 1 have Jeaft, 
becaule as tree trom deiire as iuperifuity. 
Religion teaches a Man to he without 
that, which others know not how to 
want ; and, an Ability to be content with 
a little, 1s to be more truly rich, than the - 
having much witiour being fatis/ied, | 
ſhould be much atham'd any ſhould be 
tound more Content, among all thote 
rat 


Fi o 
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that have lets. Had 1 /fere, I would not 
impoveriſh my felt by Covetouſneſs ; now 


_ poor, | will not make a /ztle, leſs by mur- 


muring, but izrich my ſelf by Content : Sol 
ſhall have enough, with leſs trouble and 
danger, duty and. reckoning : I ſhall ne- 
ver pay for what I have; I hold all 
Chriſt our Ftead *. 1] have all with the 
love and favour of a reconciled God, with 
a Bletling, with the Pardon of my Sins, 
with a thankful Heart, and as a Pledge 
of cternal Mercies. While othcrs grum- 
ble in looking on great mens F/tates, I'll 
zremlle to think on their Accounts; and 
ſtudy more how to give a good one of my 
little.than how ro make it more. Pleotitul 
Proviiionsinhances theReckoning. God's 
Bounty fects down all his Gitts ; the worlt 
Servant confeſſed, though he imploy 'd not 
his Talent. Have I not more than I can 
oive a good Account of my ſpending 
well : Are not my Receipts great enough 
already 2 Mull ] complain that I have 
not more to An{wer for 2 Rich Men, like 
Sumpter-Horſcs, travel all day under the 
Burden of ſome rich Treaſure, at night 
lie down in a foul Stable with called 
® 3 'Cor. 3. 31, ec. 


Backs, 
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Backs, in the Grave with diltrcdled Con- 
iciences, Many at the Great ay will re- 
Joyce they had no more, while others 
{hall wiſh they had not had fo much, 


—_— 
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Encouragement from the Righteouſneſs of 
G 0 D. 


$-— his abſolute and unerring 
Righteouſneſs, whereby he is in!t- 
nitcly juit in himſelt, and by the higheſt, 
moſt perie&t Rule of Equity ( his Will ) 
Foverns all his Creatures: He doth them 
nowrong; he can do no wrong. Then, 
IVherefore doth a living Man complain, a 
Man, for the puniſhment of bis Sin (q) 3 
Wearc| Men] a Mercy fo outweigh- 
inz any Temporal ſuffering, as may well 
traniport us with joy and admiration un- 
der them : What 1s Man, that thou fhould- 
eſt magnifie him ? and that thou ſhouleſt ſet 
thine heart upon him 2 and that thou ſhould- 
eſt viſit him every moment (r ) 2 The No- 
Lility of our Nature thou'd advance us, 
ſhame us, into a more cheartul exalted 
frame and temper : We ovght rather 


(q) La. 3-39. () Job 7+ 17, 18. Plal. 8. 4+ 
hum- 


-y 
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humbly to taank, than fretiully murmur 
again{t him ; being to far from deſerving 
any j{avour, that we are not w orthy a 
blow : It's too much honour to us for him 
to contend with us; an 18n9ble Contelt ! 
What i5 a Man that thoa wiſtteſt him 2 
Tutors, take fuch particular notice, ſucl1 
ſpecial care o: Jum, as to reclain), or iop 
him in his wandring ; an corre*?, x 
well as feed him ; a frgn he hath not 1o1- 
got rs The Rod of Diſc: plnc in Is} 


hand, COILS 4 ICCRUCL ot HOMOUM il 
OUS, 
We arc { But Men] in a fate of De- 


pen-ence Suboriliweidn > Subjection , 
a, 1 v1 uEcring © And, 7 LO art hs oe th 
that reply {t TH rai d - Lntin; ;to1y al 0\'< 
us, unarcountable to us, lupreme Lor.! 
Over us ! It belongs not to us in Our 11;- 
tant ſtate, to chulc our Staton, but to 
beuive our ſelves well in ir. Every one 
muit nor, cannot be a Commander ; ani 
COMiNon SoIdE's are NOL 10 Counſet' Or 
FE 


pure, but to Oblerve, an.! Ziuey tw 
GEenvral- whether it bs to 1;0Nt i121 tho 


pL 


Field, to dig in the lrench, or to ian 
UPOrn the Watch. iis as reatonable to 


tciule fubmiillion to hum in wine ho Con 
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mands, a5 in What he /»//icts, The World 
1s but a Stage we at&t on; its very little 
material what part ours 1s, ſo we act it 
well : A Comedian may get as much Ap- 
plauie by acting the Slave, as the Congue- 
ror, Every Condition hath an uncaſineſs : 
ſo that when we court a change, we ra- 
ther ſeek to vary, than end our Miſcries. 
We muſt expect Briars and Thorns, who 
have changed our Condition, voluntarily 
tran{iated our fſclves into another Soul ; 
and have no rcaſon to he gricved at the 
native Incumbrances, and inconvenicnces 
of it; or to expect excinption from them : 
To mcet with notiung but the Pleaſures 
ot a Garden, who haveturned our {clves 
out of it into a Wilderneſs. Men repine 
at what 1s extraordinary, and unuſual, 
not gencral and common to all. In vain 
we murmur at what 1s natur: _ or at what 
we cannot remedy ; and aiizct our ſclves 
with a fatal neceit.ty, which involves /o- 
narchs and Peaſants. "1 nc [\Toſopher hand- 
ſomly reproach'd the Impatience of the 

Perfian Kang tor the | Death of his Wife 
by undertaking to revive her, it he 
could but help h:im to the Names of 7 hree 
Mea that had never grieved, to write up- 
OII 
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on ber Tomb. Solon ſceing a Friend of his 
much oppreſſed with Griet, carry'd him 
up to a Tower that over-look'd the City 
ot 1thens, and ſhewing him all the Build- 
ings, laid to lum, Conlider how many 
Sorrows have, do, and {hall in tuture 
Agcs inhabit under all theſe Roofs, and 
do not vex thy ſelt with the Inconvenicn- 
ces which are common to Mortality, as if 
thcy were only yours. It there were 
( faith Socrates ) a common Baak made of 
all mens Troubles, moſt men would ra - 
ther chule to take thoſe they brought, than 
to venture upon a ev wks {.: - 
mult reverſe God's Prdanental Law, be- 
fore Wc can hope for a zota/ exemption 
irom Szferlzg, All that any man can at- 
pirc to, is to. have but an equal ſhare : 
Ana the generality of men have ſo; at 
icall, none can prove that he hath not ſo. 


Hes an ul Member of a Community, 
who would {hufte of af Pa;ments in 


Publick Aſſeſſments ; who, in this Common 
7Zax God hath laid upon our Nature, 1s 
not content to bear his ſhare. We muſt 
build a World apart, and not be content 
with the Elcmcnts that ſerv d our An- 
ccltors turn ; or bear the Milſerics of Hu- 

D 2 manc 
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anc Nature ({ince we participate of it) 
and be one of tote {everal Companies 
of Mites tar make up Mankind, 
whole ſhowers of Tears aimoit every 
where water { not to fav overflow ) this 
Vale of Tears. When I have leaſt, and 
ſutier mo{t, I will try how 1 am able to 
WUve with ſels, and fuer more : - and eCvi- 
dence by my Chearfulneſs, 2 that ſome 
cul Want and Miſcry, that /Zappineſs con- 
ſiſts not in Superinity, or Eaſe; praiſing 
God lor deeming me worthy to icrve as a 
Tryal of humane Nature ; to {ce to how 
high a pitch Patience can mount. Good 
men little conſider their Spectators, that 
ftlrongly encountcr all Adverſitics. If the 
Searcher of Hearts found us not fit, he 
wouid never honour us with fo hard Im- 
ploymcnt. 

We arc | /ving Men | fo may fee better 
days, or improve theſe to our great ad- 
vantage, who mightbe pait all po:i.bility 
of retrieving our Errors, or clcaping, eter= 
nal Miſerics; on ths ſide, which, LiiC 
greate.l Evils arc below, the leall F 2VOurs 
abgve our Deſerts, Tt our Griefs be ſhort, 
they deicrve no great complaint ; if /oug, 


TLC continuance talliions us to Patience. 
Lite 
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Lite 1s dearer than any otlier temporal 
Mercy ; the wages of fin is death: Bu# 
thy life will I vive * 'o thee for a prey: Was 
in God's account (5) enough to filence alt 
Earuch's Comnlaints, amidit all the Mite- 
rics of a fad Captivity, And in molt 
— times, rhe Church is com- 
manded {7 ) not only to 5/efS God, but to 


praiſe him aloud, tor that 119nal Mercy, 


that God kecps Lite and Soul together, 
and keeps them upon titerr tect ; notwith- 
{landing all the Rage and Violence on 
their Enemies: O {eſs our Gol, 1 "OY 
and make ive VU9ICE of bn Pr. fe Fo i heard 
which holdeth our ſoul in life, aud jufferety 
not our feet to le moved, 

We are | Siwners, | fo all the PFlagucs 
we are capable of in this, and the other 
World, are but or dae: [i he abate any 
ting of this, he puniſhes us lef$ than our 
[niquities deſerve: And we have more 
reaſon to praiſe him for his Mercy, than 
to complna of, and ropine at juſt and equal 
Dealirgs, A|{ man}]'or the panihment 

; his fin! 1f he be but a man, has but 
rational Principles , hz mult needs ac- 
knoaledge the equity of ſafering for $14 ; 

(1) Jer. 45« 5; (7) PES& BD © 


B 3 and 


> Ar 1s I AI eeiapeanns 
Yom 
Gr Oo—_s 


22 Ut Tilailivie Tay 


and of being patient une ia 7; Whereby he 
endeavours to heal and reclaim us, it he 
be patient towards. us 1n our finning a- 
c2nft him, wherety we oppoic anc] pro- 
voke hum. Thc laughty * + pm ci, When 
return dto ins Vits, har pd upon the right 
tiring : Thoſe that walk in pride, he is able 
70 > abaſe (a). The Zfeathen Prince looked 
vron hits aands and feet, Jaid Js finger 
on.the right Ore, when he fad, As [hat 
clone. load wath reguited mHc (w ). 1The 
Thief had f {o much honeſty and inge nuity, 
4% to con{cis acquicicence under their UC- 
ierved prnithment, reaſonable : He 7n- 
aced jajtly, = we recerve the due reward of 
Pr 4. eds (x). Joſeph's Brethren hit the 
1:14 on the head, in ſaying one to ano- 
ther, We are verily guilty concerning our 
brother, in that, when we ſaw the anguiſh 
of his foul when he beſought us, and we would 
uot hear ; now 1s this diſtr eſs come upon us 
( Y) May we not all ſay, Am notl verily 
guilty concerning my Eſtate, my Health, 
my Reputation, G&'c? And will not Con- 
my anſwer, ſpake I not unto thee, ſay- 
7, Do not ſin againſt it, and. thou 


(:) Dan.4.37. (») Jud. 1.7. (:) Luke 23.41. (3) Gen. 


42.21. 
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would it not hear ; therefore behold that 
alſo 15 required ? 

Whatſocver be the Tuſtruments, the Lord 
1s righteous: The ſtroke 1s ftraighr , 
though the ſtick be crooked. The Equt- 
ry of his Dealings is always vitible , 
though the Reaſon is not : His Rizhte- 
ouſneſs 15 ike the great Mountains, v hen 
his Jedements are a great Deep ©E75. 
SY be not. alw ays tic particular 
Reaſon why he afliits us, yet there's ſut- 
ficient reaſon for it on account of Sin. He 
never ſtrikes, but he {trikes a Ser, 
that deſerves orcater than he ſuffers. 
Without him I am nothing, I have no- 
thing, I can do nothing, 1 deſerve no- 
ting, I am worſe than nothi ing, there 
would be no loſs of me it 1 vcr brought 
to nothing. [ cannot date my Aﬀﬀtiat- 
ons, irom the firlt day oi my po 
or of my enjoyment 0: his Þ | 
There are, that have 1 ICVEr A $29 | d: ay 
in all thcir lives ; not a day ot. health, 
gladneſs, retpec&t, among all their Gays 
of ficknels, fadnels, and repre ach. My 
Sufferings are not lo many as my Ss, 
as my Mercies, as God may excrcilz me 

(z) Pſ.36.6. 
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witi, 25 12ve belallen others, as my <a- 
viour's, as the Jovs of Heaven. 

We me record, we expet gremwn 
7hines at Gods hand, but what hath he 


trom ovrs? Would every Man as duly | 


ponder how muci1 he 1s thort of his Du- 
ty, as What he wants of his Dclires, he 
would think 1t 2 very gentle compoſit] on 
to have the onC unſuppl; '&d, fo he might 
have the other remitted, and fee abundant 
cauſe to fit down contenredly, and ſay 
with honeſt Mephiboſheth, (a) What right 
rrefore have I yet to cry any more unto the 
Xing 2 Doth he remove a Comlort we have 
pot torfcired? Or, lay on an Affiution 
we have not deſerved > Whoſe Obedience 
tatiy been in any degree proportionable 
to is Cliications? 1 may challenge the 
belt Man, to call up the account of his 
Fats day, and tcll me, Whether his Re- 
ceipts have not infinitely exceeded his 
Digburſements > Whether, for ary one 
c00d thing he hath done, he hath not re- 
ceived many? Did we dilivc ntly impley 
our {elves in rfleQting upon God's Mer- 
cies, and our own (Guilt, we ſhould find 
little Ietfurc, and Iots reafon to condole 
(a) 29am. 19. 28. 
our 
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our Afiictions, but ſhould divert our com- 
plaints upon our ſelves; and ſceing (them 
both ſo numerons ) bc aſtoniſhed ar God's 
$009! neſs, in Co! itinuing 7 {11S Bleilings in de- 
ſpigit of all our Pr vacations; and at our 
own baſcnelis, in cont:nning our Provoca- 
tions 1N deſpight of rl ole 1Blel] ings. 

That every wicked Imagination, every 
black Deſign, is not at once det cared and 
punith d with Inſatuation and Fren- 
Zy ; that every blaſphemous arheiſlica] 
Speech , doth not wither the *Longune : 
every prohibited Act, tix us as perpetual 
Monuments of divine Vengeance ; that 
every wiltul Negle: &, nurs usnot beyond 
all pojibil.ty ot enjoying another oppor- 
tunity. lor attaining cicrnal Happinets, 
( how much foever our punihinents at e 
ſhort of our guilt ) we wwe to the leniry 
and co:npa:ion of "Almnichiwl It. - 
itcad of complaining, oi to many Evils, | 
may well be chanktul I he unacr no 
more, who have deicry d 1o muaci; and 
1Ccount every thing a lavour on ths fits 
Hell. Blefled be Gou that he hath dealt 
lo kindly by me as to leave me any 
Fung, and not taken away all, when all 
was at is Service. He ſets down Fifty 
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for a Hundred : His ſevereſt Diſpenſati- 
ons are merciful Abatements of Sin's juſt 
Demerit. When my Caſe is moſt fad, it 
might be much worſe : He breaks the 
Staff of my outward Comforts, he might 
take away my inward Cordials : He af- 
fits my Body,he might wound my Con- 
{ſcience - This Croſs might have been a 
Curſe : He ruins my FEfſlate, he might 
remove himſelf; lops off the Branches, he 
might caſt Root and Branch, Body and 
Soul into Hell, We are troubled on e- 
very ſide, yet not dilireſied ; perplexed, 
but not in deſpair ; perſccuted, but not 
forſaken, caſt down, but not deſtroy d ; 
pained, but not damned ; holden in the 
cords of affiiction, but not under chains 
of darkneſs : Were it Death, he is not yet 
come to the end of his Rod. The wortt 
we can feel here, 1s not the thoufandtl 
part of what we have deſferv'd hcercattcr. 
He viſits our TranfgretTions with Rods, 
and our Iniquitics with Stripes; when he 
might chaſtiſe us with Scorpions, and 
take his Loving-kindneſs utterly from us. 
What's a Paroxy{me of the Gout or Stone, 
to rowing, on the ſcakling Billows of his 
ercrnal Vengeance? A Fever, a Sick-bed, 
TO 
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to a Bed of Flames, where tae Fit never 
g2es off, the Worm never dies, the Fire 
1s not quenched? It he will not always 
chide, neither keep his Anger for ever, he 
deals not with us after our Sins, nor re- 
wards us according to our Iniquitics. Let 
it forever check all querelous patlionate 
Reaſonings againit him, who inflicts but 
temporal puniſtments, that might make 
us efcr nally A Corrects us with 
the Rod of Attiction, who might as juſt- 
ly break us with a Rod of Iron, and dath 
us 1n picces hke a Potter's Vellel. 
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Encouragement from the Soveraignty of 
GO D. 


Onſider his Independent, Abſolute, 
Unlimiced Soveraignty. Diſcontent 
under Suffering, is a ſtriving and contend- 
ing with God ; ; oppoſing and controulings, 
Dcalings as unequal, and unadviſed ; char- - 
ging him with Tyranny ; as if he went 
out of the way of Juſtice, when he treads - 
over our Line, and tranſgreſles - rhe 
Bounds we have fet him. It argues we 
would (it we could) Revenze our ſelves 
is ROW 
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upon him, becauſe we give vay to that pal- 


{ion that prompts to Revenge. But, may 
we, that made not, govern and diſpoſe of 
our ſelves? Or chute our St. ton, oi 
than we did what Creatures we w ould be 

is it not fit we ſhould beat his fading ind 
erdering, whoſe Workmanſhip we are> And 
25 intirely render up our ſelves unto h1s 
114, 2s we proceeded from it? Shall we 
not allow him the common Priviledge of 
ail Proprietors ? Is not his Intcreſt and 
Dorunion infinitely more Abſolute, than 


ours, over our ſelves and ours? May he not 


do what he will with his own 2 Ungratetul 
Wretches arc we! to be more fentiible of 
the /ofs, than exjoyment of what he trecly 
Jent us for fo long a time as he thought 
fit ! to complain Oi that as Gr Injury , 

which is but Reftitution, of what he made 
us not ſo much as a Leafe tor any ter 
'Ferm, without a Clauſc of Revocation at 
pleaſure. 1he greate{t Monarchs hold 
their Crouns and Kingdoms of him, and 
may be turn'd out at plicaſure, at ets than 
an hours W: mT Do we look upon the 
Owner and Keeper, as it he came to Rob 
us, when he calls it in? and not rather 
diſmiſs it with thanktulnets for lending it 
us 
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us ſo long 2 Thoſe TVill ſhould take place? 
Loſe Pleaſure thould be procured 2 Hence- 
forth C my Soul ) deny thy ſelf, or = 
| thy ſelf tobe a Creature, © Be w holly a 
his Diſpoſe, or call him not thy tha 
raign. He will do what he ovght: He 
can do thee no wrong. It he ſend, ſay 
not, What do ve 2 Looſing my Fife, or 
Livelihood : ris even as the Lord hath 
Commanded, and flraightway let 1t go. 
Let there be no {trite between thee and 
him, between thy Will and his, tor he is 
ty Soveraign. Is not the whole Land 
(Ofﬀeltf) belore thee ? Haſt not thou e- 
nough, too much room aiready in others 
Breatts > Sc parate thy felt, pray thee 
from me, and | thall behold all the Plains 
of my loweſt Eſtate, even as the Garden. 
of God. 

We can never have any ſetled peace, 
till we commit our {ce} ves quierly to him. 
Saicty 18 furthe!lt of from thofe, who to 
little efleem his Will , that they preter 
their own betore it. Let him tee, that 
we can as compoledly reli our ielves upon 
him, as if it were in our own hands to do 
what we lift : Which 1s the only way to 
pleaſe him ; and we can never be pleaſed, 
unicis 
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unleſs we think that he is ſo too. "Tis the 
Ulurpation of our Will over our Reaſon, 
which breeds all our inward Tumults and 
Diſorders : There's no pollibility of cur- 
bing its Inſolence, but by committing it 
to him, whocan alone order the unruly 
Wills of Men. He that in ſpight of all 
the Reluctancies of Senſe intirely fub- 
mits his Will to God's, God will fend &- 
ther ſome outward Allays, or ſuch in- 
ward Comfort and Support , as ſhall 
counterpoiſe the Affliction he takes not 
off. And nothing but experience can 
fully inform us of the unſpeakable calm - 

neſs, ſerenity, and happineſs ot that Soul, 
who hath reſign'd his Will to God : All 
his care and chuting for himſclt, is now 
happily ſuperſeded : He's tempted to no 
anxious forecaſt of future Events; as 
knowing, that nothing can happen in con- 


tradiction of that Supreme Will, to which. 


he is wholly reſign'd ; which will certain- 
ly chuſe for.him with the care and tender- 
neſs of an indulging Father, for his Child 
that caſts it ſelf into his Arms. His /Yo- 
u0ur, as well as his Compaſſion, is con- 
cern'd in. the Relict of his Homagers, 
and Dependents , who have furrendred 
Jorge 
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themſelves to him. Our Wills, that be- 
fore were liable to perpetual Defeats, in 
this bleſſed Combination, can never be 


_ croſſed, controlled, or reſiſted. By this 


means, thoſe things that are repugnant 
to our ſenſitive Natures, are yet very a- 
greeable to our Spirits, when we conſt- 
der, that they are implicitly our own 
choice, ſince they are his, whom we have 
deputed to chufe for us. And, having 
{urrendred our Wi/ls to his, we ſhall with- 
out much pain, let him take any thing 
clie : Let's but make ſure of Reſignation, 
and Content will flow in, without any 
iurther Induſtry. With our Wi/s, we 
{hall certainly deveſt our elves of all 
Solicitudes, Cares, and fruitleſs Anxie- 
ties, which perpetually harraſs'd us. Caſt 
our Burden upon him, who invites us to 
it : And-he who bears all our Sins, will 
bear allo all our Sorrows and Griefs. It 
is our own W7/land De/rre, that it ſhould 
be with us as it is, or we fearfully diſſem- 
ble with God, when we ſay, | 7hy Wi// be 
done, And, are we diſcontented that we 
have our W:// > "That our Prayers are 
Anſwered? Shall we ſct up our Ws, 
not only againit his, but our own ? Be 


dit- 
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diſpleaſed our Requeſts are granted 2 Re- 
Pine that his, and therewith our W7/ 1s 
done? Can there be any thing in the W7/Z 
of God, his Servants ih ould inordinate- 
ly fear ; the fulfilling of which is the care, 
cctire, and buſtneis of their Lives ? Eve- 
ry Committion is ſigned originally in 
Heaven : and God will not ſct his Eand 
to any thing that's really hurtful to his 
Children. 

Though our troubles immediately pro- 
ceed trom fecond , from natural Caules, 
they are but as Init ruments of his inviſi- 
ble hand, and govern'd by his Counſel, 
to do his pleaſure. By being violent a- 
oninit the Inſtrument, we thercin oppoſe 
tie principal Agerit, Aﬀiiftions are not 
accidental or cnlual, but dirccted, diſpo- 
ſd, and manageti by him, who « oth no- 
thing at randorn, or at peradventure ; but 
with excellent Widom, and tor excellent 
Ends ; even tor tic oood and advantage 
of Mankind i 10 ge: 1eral, and particularly 
of thoſe, who tecin not to tufer by 
them. Men are but Mini'ters of his 
pe rmifiive Providence, to put it in Execu- 
tion. He Wills that in Right couſneſs 
and Judgment, which they Act with 1o 
INuch 
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much Malice, fs —_—_ Injr{tice- 


F.et him alone, 1.2 7, + bow cart O E 4 CA: te 


tho L.nrd hath (aid unto vim, Curfc Pawid 
(4.) He doth God's Errand, thovgh he 
vent Iis own Mai.ce. Which may well 
make us Friends, at Peace, in perfect 
Charity with ſecond Caufc's S: tO be io 
muci1 in love with the T7 of our nea- 
venty Father, as even to fallin love with 
whatſoever ſerves it: Viewing them all 
in [15 Hand, readily doing his pleaſure, 
What is it like, to beat the Rod, or bite 
the Stone : We will rather admire, and 
delight in their ſubſerviency to him, than 
maligne their ſevere Influences upon us. 
Why repine ye at Injuries, Reproaches, 
or Sicknelſes? Why trouble ye the per- 
ſons? They have wrought a g204 work ; 
ticy execute his Wt ; "they have an Er- 
rand to me from him; How could they 
come excent tiey were ſent; > All Diſtem- 
pers march under his Standard: Advance 
and Retire under the Sha low of h's 
Command: The voice of my Difeaie 15, 
Am [ come up hither without the I ord 
to aihict thee 2 The Lord harh ſaid to 
me, Go up azin{t this Mom ard afflice 


(%) 1 Sam 16. 11. 
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bam (c). Thegreat God is willing to be 

leaſed with what we do, but we are not 
pleaſed with what he doth : He finds no 
fault with our Dates, though attended 
with many Defects, it done in ſince- 
rity; we find fault with his Provi- 
ences, though there's nothing in them 
but what beſpeaks infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs : As if God were our Steward, 
not our Lord, we require of him with a 
Confidence proper only to thoſe who ask 
their own ; whilſt, what we offer.to him, 
is, with ſuch an irreverent careleſs hand, 
as if we meant it rather an Alms, than 
an /Zomage. Beggars muſt not be Chu- 
ſers: Hes a preſumptuous Child, that 
will make choice of his own Rod. He 
deſerves to be caſhier'd, to have his Name 
blotted out of Chriſt's Muſtcr-Roll, who 
1s not ready cheartully to march through 
all Ways and Weathers to accomplith his 
General's Deſign : He's of a degenerate 
ſpirit, indeed, whom the example of lus 
Captain will not animate ; that will take 
no ſhare of the Hazards and Hardihips of 
his Leader ; that will not follow him with 
alacrity through all the Difficulties he 


(c) Ia 36. 10. 
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traccs bctore us: 'To follow him mur- 
muring , not only cxtremely diſcredits 
him, butis all one as if we ſtaid behind. 
It we bear our Burdens with a perpetual 
vexation, we deprive our ſclves of the 
Crown of Patience, the value whereof 
1s ineſtimable, as the force of it hath 
been judged in all times Invincible, and 
made the proſperous envy their Suffer- 
ings ; who on the Dunghil, in a Dunge- 
on, at the Stake, have continued under 
more gratctul , hopetul circumſtances, 
than thoſe that ſcorn'd, reproachd, or 
executed them : Fearlefly beheld the 
Racks, and Engines prepared for them ; 
been thankful to thoſe that condemn'd 
them ; and regarded their Executioners, 
with the ſame eye St. Peter did the An- 
gel, that brake off his Fetters to reſtore 
him to freedom : Chearfully receiv'd 
them, as thoſe who brought the Keys of 
Paradiſe in the fame hand wherewirh 
they brought their Swords: Laugh'd at 
'Torments; courted Flames ; went out to 
meet Death in the blackeſt Dreſs : Their 
Minds fill remaining erect, and unbro- 
ken ; bearing the weight of all Suftcrings 
W ich Couragc, Conitancy, and Rejoy- 
CLNg. 


ae ea i i a. 


36 An Infallible Uay 


cing. Patiexce hath cloath' g the Brow 
v-ith confidence to face the Storms ; to 
citeen tne Challenges of Farth and 
Hell : And both forc'd f: Cl expreſſ oue 
of ſirengt! 1 and HAT, 2 hath amaz'c 
the feeble Wor, : and aſham'd the da- 
uw In:tdel into ftrange Convictions of 
the Rewar d and Gain of Godlineſs, and 
Its approaciing Triumph : Whilit all the 
Glory of this terr: trial State, 1s eafily 
wink d into Blackneſs and Diſdain, So 
diſtempered, crazie, and rotten, is the 
impatient, unrefancd Soul, that he would 
)C Carried through the World ina Sedan, 
being unable to be Jogg 'd, or diſturb'd in 
his way : To him, tine Graſhopper IS 2 
burden, a light Af/iicion grievous. Eve- 
ry Minute of our Tranquility, 1s pur- 
chasd with Patience. He that 1s fincere, 
and patient, cannot miſs of Joy: He 
that ſhrinks trom, and murmurs under 
I1is Burden ; on his Death-bed will re- 
member, 7 hat, /y that rime, ail his Sor- 
rows had been pail, and nothing remain- 
ig for him , but Reft, and Rcuard. 
Othe rs ſutfcr more, only the Patient re- | 
ceive tho Advantages, and Recompence 
; Clirittian Su: ering, 
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The unquiet Xituations of our Hearts, 
are their unmannerly Replics againi 
God. Itcebis Hndat the bottom of the 
Varrant, that keeps the Peace 1n my Soul ; 
and makes me not concern'd what I fut- 

but with whar Mind ; how much L 
make of it ; and [hall reccive tor it : Not 
to itrive ſo much againit Afſflidon, as 
Diſpleaſure. Removing puniſhment, may 
leave a greater, thous] in{en{ible, in its 
room. He ſtall not offend me with pun- 
iſkment ; ſo he punith me not with of- 
tending him. [rt may admit a queſtion, 
Whether it be a more admirable Chri 
tian Exerciſe to do Good, or fo endure _—_ 
Doing, 15 but one part of my Work, 
mult ſuffer the Il of God: which | 
may well with more cheariulnefs, | e- 
cauſe Ican only in this Lite. Lect me ſat- 
fer his 1/77 while T may, I thall bur a 
winle, but ctcrnally do 1t —_—_ {ut- 
icring; where my Pail.ve as well as my 
Adtive Gbedicnce, ſhall be remcinbrea, 
and rewarded, "he Almighty's Se- 
qucſtrations, arc but better Compolittons. 
| know, al: ſhall work together for my 
good ; therefore, if it be for my good, let 
this Cup paſs lrom me, uf it be for my 


goed, 


Att Tinfallible ay 


good, let ir remain with me,until _ u hail 
purged out my corruptions , periected 
my Patience, beautified my Faith,flrengrh- 
ned my dependance, raiſed me cntirely 
trom all carthly delights, to heavenly. 
O! when ſhall | have done quarrcl- 
ling , and. murmuring? Fretting, and 
repining * Carking, and Caring 2 When 
ſhall I be humble, ”and meek? Confor- 
mable, ſilent, and dependent? Contented, 
and chccrtully complyant? When ſhall 
I, not out of xeceſ/ity,or, with reluctaucy, 
but choice ; not oaly ſubmit, but aſlent to, 
and juſtific tace in all thy Diſpenſations: 2 
Not only hear, and accept of the Rod, 
but kiſs it > Look up, adore, and think 
Worthy thoughts, and honourable of 
thee? When fhall thy Intereſt be fo whol- 
ly planted and eſtablitht in my Soul, as 
no other may be able to grow there? 
When fhall T quit- all fclt-ends, and be 
freely at the diſpoſal of thee : Reckon, 
and cndeavour it as my only intereſt to 
ſerve thy Will> My greateſt periection 
to be nothing in my tclf, to have no- 
thing of my own diiltinct trom thee, to 
commit all to thee, to be great- in thee, 


to be filled with thee z Not to reckon any 
_ thing 
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thing I have, but deſpiſe it in compart- 
ſon of thee ; live to, and for thee ; en- 


Joy all things a5 1n, and under thee 2 


Behold, "I ſtand ready here for thy 
Service; I am prepared tor any Imploy- 
ment, [am oirt tor any Encounter; <do 
with me what thou w ilt ; deal as thou 
pleaſeſt with me; raiſe me, or depreſs me; 
lift me up, or calt me down ; lead me to 
the right hand, or to the ſeit; turn me 
to what ſide thou pleaſeſt; I am thine, 
and at thy diſpoſal : Thou haſt lent me 
to,but not for my (elf. 1f rhou wilt afflict 
me, a{illi& me: if thou wilt try mc, try 
me. It my Patience muſt ſerve thee in 
Poverty; if my Diſgrace mult gloritic 
thy Truth ; 11 my Shame muſt honour 
my God : My Poverty, ſhall be my Rich- 
es; my Diſgrace, {h all be my Honour ; 
my Shame, hall be my Glory; my Aft- 

HEtLON, hall be my Happineſs ; my Scr- 
Vice, (hall be my Reward. Ule me as 
thou picaſclt, fot hou ule me to thy Glory 
and /o | am ſure thou wi :It; for, han 
wile thou canlt not do. "Thou canſt not 
deny thy own Glory, and therefore thou 

canll not govern me amiſs, who almays 
elleem my {clt well uſed, where I ſerve 
thy 
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thy Honour in the World, though in the 
loweſt Office, or ſharpeſt Afiltion. 1 
ſubmit to thy airection, 1 tollow thee 
without reply, ditpute, or dclay, or lic- 
fitation; for, what thall I get by rc- 
{iſtance, but to Le & rag d weeping, and 
to bear, being evil, what 1 might do fin- 
cerely by being & 200d. 


_ 


as 


Encouragement from the VI iſdem of GOD. 


Ga; Iis infinite Widom, where- 
by he diſlintly knows all things 
paſt, pretent, and to come. All obtcure 
Adminiſtrations which {ccm to full oi ca- 
{ual negicct, promiſcuous {(catterings, and 
wild contingenccs, 4s no ciforder to Nm 
but an admirat-le contrivance and regu- 
larity. 'Fhe thoughts of _ the hearts 
of Rings, arc in Lic hands of God. by his 

certain dipole, there's a necctiity in £1 c- 
ry ſeeming undeterinin d Cat ſualty (4), 
He uv 1:0 "—— arcs, accicentally tlain 

by anocthcr, 1s dc livered into l!s hands 
by God (e). - An Arrow ſhot at ran- 


(4d) Gen. 22. 13, 14. 23 Sam. 9. 15, 16. (ce) Exad. 
27 43 


com, 


| 
+ 


' 


to Contentment, 41 


dom, was direted by him to fulfil the 
Prediction of A4ha#'s death ( f ). Amidſt 
popular Tumults, and Inundations, Com- 
motions , and publick Contufions, the 
Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoyce, let 
the multitude of the Iſles be glad thereof 
( £ ). Though things ſeem hudled toge- 
ther, and to run at random, there's a 
wheel ina wheel, (+) (that turns every, 
yea, the leaſt wheel; ) in them the eye 
of Providence, that with deliberate care, 
and forecait, directs them in their turn- 
ing and revolutions to the beſt and moſt 
ccrtain iilue. 4713 ringdom ruleth over. 
all #3? | 
Which may jullly check our extrava- 
gant thoughts that would either preſume 
to know all the reclufive ends of Omniſci- 
ence, or peremptorily judse of the fitneſs 
of means to ends unknown. And may 
reduce us ( diſcompoſed ) to compoſed 
minds, notwithſtanding all changes, al- 
terations, or {ccming contuſions ; to con- 
clude that Occonomy wileſt, that's chofen 
by a Wiſdom ſo boundleſs, that can at 
once ſurvey all Expedients; and ſo unby- 
Cf} 1 King. 22.34. (z) Pfal. 97. 1. (4) Exek. 1.16. 


(:) Plal, 103. 19. 
C alled, 
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alled, that it hath no intere{t to chuſe any, 
but for its being ftteft. The great Phy/ti- 
az of Mankind, knows their varioustem- 
mers, and diitempers ; weighs and mea- 
tures out thc quality, quantity, and du- 
ration of their Sufferings : Diets and or- 
ders them, as he fees moit behovelul tor 
recovery or prevention: Is too compat!!1- 
onate, too w ie, to let his diftracled Pati- 


ents preſeribe their own courſe of Phyſick; 


or have their clamorous will : Or, ro de- 
Cline our tond and pecviih Cavils, thut- 
ic and diſcompoſc thoſe myſterious, pro- 
frame Contrivances, Ww hoſe Wiſdom en- 
gages the attention, and cxacts the won- 
wer of Angels. 

How Jong then ( my Soul ) will it be, 
ere thou makeit an end of murmuring 
words? Mark, and afterwards ( it thou 

canit ) ſpeak on. Shall God alter the Me- 
thods of his govarning the World, to hu- 
Nour and comply with Ignorant,” INCON= 
fant Man? Sha// the Earth be forſaken 


fer thee 2 Sha I} the Rock be 1 -emoted oul of 


7s place (k)? Shall the Ax lift upit tclf 
againſt him that heweth therewith 2? 
thcres a Jeſt indeed! He that {formed 

({&) Job. 18. 2, ©£. 
the 
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he 
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the _—_ eCtual cye, ſhall not he ſee? Pe 
that nade intelle&tual Spirits, {hall not he 


undcriland ? Fc looks upon all the World 
at once, fces what reierence one part hath 
to another; and dipoles the aflairs of par- 
ticuiar Nations, and Perſons, (how fata 
focvcr C alamitics, a1 nd their conſoquen= 
cs may 1 to them ) as may ſerve and at- 
tain } 11S BT cat: dct; 156 1, 

He overlooks Satan s Conclave, what 
evil deffgns arc _— 'd and plottc a 1- 
gant his People : And can, not only tru- 
irate their utmoſt plans 's and endea- 
vours, but make them fruttirate tom: 
ielves ; to accomplitn — VCry enuy, 
they were defign'd to defeat : So that, 
what they ſeek to decli ne, thev promere 
by tic: r ſiriving againit. Thusthe contri- 
vers of Balcl went to make themiclves a 
Name, and to prevent difper: 10n, laid 
tlicir Vor fo hopctul, th thi had ©:1- 
oawed no Iels than Mankind; © -1Þc ONS 
45 Trailed, 45 thelr intended Fabrick, as 
Iizh as Heaven | * and fo high indeed ric 
built: For God law them all the w oy 


"3 


Py 


being contrary to the charitable Pecrec 
of God, to have the Earth peopicd ; he 
C 2 made 
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made uſe of that very Conſpiracy that 
brought them together, to effect that 
which they confpir'd to prevent; ſo that 
now, the remoteſt parts of the inhabited 
World, are but the Colonics of Patel, 
whoſe ſcatter d Architets have indeed 
made themſclves a Name, but upon a 
quite contrary Account than they inten- 
ded, or expected. Thus the purblind 
envy of Jeſeph's Brethren, having made 
themſclves reſolve to prevent his Dream 
of his futurc Superiority over them,made 
them think, that, by ſellins him for a 
Slave, they had taken ſuſkcient order he 
{hould never come to be their WNMo/ter. His 
being fold into Egypt was made ule of, by 


| the wile Orderer of humane Afﬀairs, to 


make him in elect, Lord, both of zz, and 
them. Vis ncarncſs to ſfiaughter, his be- 
ing merchandiz d, his danger by the rage 
of his Miltreſs, his impriſonment, Jus 
ſufkering fuch misfortune as might feem 
an ovcriight and neglet of Providence ; 
asif ithad forgotten the promotion 7o- 


ſeph was deſigned to,gdid all mightily con- 


duce not only to Jis advancement, but 
ſfatety and preſervation of that whole 
Family, which was then the viſibleChurch. 

50 
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So that, it cach of his Brethren had giv- 
en him as much Money as they {old him 
for, it-had nor been ſo great a Kindneſs, 
as he received from their intended Cru- 
clty. Thus the proud Favorite of A4ha- 


fuerus eat the Fruit of that Tree, which 


himſelf planted : Queſtionleſs thou ght he 
could fcarce mils his end, when he Pro- 
vided for Mordecai that fatal Gibbit ; 
which it he had not erected, probably 
himſelf might have eſcaped ; nor been 
forced to hold the ſtirrop to his on y eye- 
ſore, and to be Herauld of his Honovr ; 
and at laſt hang'd up a publick Spectacle 
of {corn and contempt, without any re- 
mains or appearances of his tormer Ho- 
nour; unleſs this was it, that the Gal- 
lows he hung on, was ſo many Cunbits 
higher, than ior the Rabble 0! vulgar 
MalciaQors. 'i hus David, aiter he was 


p 
promis d, and anointed to be Xzz2, oral 


'S) 
ſcarce live a quiet lite with his Countrey= 
men : Initead ot being brovght up at 
Court, as a Kinz's Son, he had not the fa- 
vour of a common Subjett : But, hunted 
up and down, tt! at la{t driven quitc out 
of his Kingdom, into the Wildernets like 
a common Out-law, and there tollows! 
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y 2 company of GaG{contented Perions, 


r:2dy, on cverv triling occation to Re- 
ele him ( 2s before from Sax!) if 
not, to ſtone him; ino:Fd of lis Goods, 
Wives, Children, Gc. yet was this di- 
tireſs in the event contrived to his advan- 
tage: For, having a'!terwards purfkred 
the malek tes, he not only recovers his 
own, but an abundance of other Spoil 
from the: m, as ſerved him for rich Pre- 
ients, to reaew and confirm the {riend- 
thip of his Well-wiſhers in 7/rae/ ; that 
4 ajter the death of Saul { which preſently 
tllowed) he might by their free Vote, be 
2:15en to ſucceed him. Thus Fozah,whon 
(12 TO PEI about {o weighty a mat- 
yok as the fatery of that great and popu- 
US « Ciry, and that too, when their de- 
'iruton was within Ken, but forty days 
ef, that he ihoulkl now make delays, flce 
| 79 Zarfhiſh; and upon ſuch a {ircight, 
| ran hamfelt into hazards; might ſcem to 
argnc fome carcleſneſs in the Government 
of Providence: Yct, this his offence was 
fe witcty manag « in the event, that it 
mot! ity advantaged the main end of his 
Errand; which it Teem'd moſt directly ro 
b oppoſe. His danger, and miraculous de- 
1 [:vcrance 
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Iiverance bang related, probably by the 
Mariners, Was a ſpecial occaiion, that 
us Preaching proved to ſucceſsful. Thus 
Arguſtus 1n ] axing lus Subjects, paid Tri- 
bute to the King of Heaven ; he br: {1&5 
Stones to build Gou's Temple, whiltt tic 
intends to raite his own Exchequer ; his 
Poiitical Action, had an k.ccletiaſt ical Al 
pect ; is cnd in Taxing tie World, whic!t 
was to Ell his Cofters ad nrich h rimſel;. 
1s uled by God as a means to fulfil ri 
Prophetic of Cliritt's Birth at Bethlehs » 
Thus the difiention betycen Paul an. 
Barnabas, when the Chriitan Churc; 
was in 1ts Beginning and iniancy ; tit 


= two chier Foundersand Men nbers Th 


ſhould {all at variance a; NONg the! N- 
ſcives ſfcem d fuci an unſcatonab © Breac! 
that an Fn:my could not Way with) 2 
worſe: What could more thyvart the rro- 
muſoation of the Goſpel of Peace, than 
tie contentions of thoſe that preached it? 
Y<t, by the two parting alunder, like 
two mgnhty breams, ſpreading them- 
icives ſeveral ways, might, 1 Conduced to 
the watering the barren, thirity Corners 
o: the World. Thus the old Serpent 
himiclt, even in his chiet Maſler-pigce, 

C4 {ound 


107% overmatehed : 
No doubt tc !rgliy 2ppiauded his own 
ſubtilty, and icem 'd to have taken the 
likelieſt way devitatic, tro hi impious 
end; when, having made Zerod and Pi- 
/ate Friends ( to make them joint Ene- 
:mes ro Chritt ) upon ſuch terms, that 
the Lamb of God thould be the Victim 
ot their new Contiederacy, he had brought 
tne Jews and Gentiles to conſpire againſt 
thei common Saviour ; ingaging them in 
2 ruinous and trogic Conſpiracy to kill 
the Prince of Lite; and by tiat unpa- 
relleFd Crime, at once to deltroy the 
Devil's chiet Exemy,and make God 7 hers : 
et the Event ſufhciently manifeſted , 
tus purſued Prey overcame the ſeeming 
Conquerour, and made all his Followers, 
Sharers in the Conqueſt: Death and the 
Devil by getting, loſt the Victory ; for, 
whilſt Death fed but as a Waiter on Sin's 
Trencher ; or, with Noah's Crow, on the 
Carrion of Corruption, the whole World 
was both its Slaughter-houſe, and Kitch- 
en; but when it would needs ( with Ja- 
das ) be ſwallowing the indigcilible picce 
of Immoitality that could not ſee Cor- 
ruption (the Lord of Lite) he was choked 
by 
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by the Attempt ; he broke in ſunder, and 
all his Bowels ouſhed out; the Dead that 
ſlept aroſe ; and that ſting of Death ſuck 
faſt in the empty Grave, that ſwallowel 
Death 1t ſelf in Victory : So that, all 
thoſe whoſe fins are there buryed, are 
enabled -triumphantly to ſay, O Death, 
where is thy ſting? O Grave where 1s ihy 
vidtory (1). Pharasls Daughter's hear: 
weeps over the Tears of Moſes; the pays 
his ownMother for Nurſing her own Son ; 
brings him up like a Prince in Egypt, to 
be Prince of Iſrael. God makes his Ene- 
mics {oftcr, and bring up their own Su 
planter, and Deſtroyer. Whercever the 
Churcits Enemies are, 1n reſpect of tiicir 
place; or, w hatſoever, in regard of the 
perions ; howſoever joyned, or i 
ed in regard of their aifections - all thici 
projects "and practices, even amidl(t i 
mutual Jars, conſpire in a Sacred Har- 
mony, as it they were entred into a Ho- 
ly League, or Solemn, Sacred Combina- 
LON for, and ſhall all end i in, the good of 
his Choſen. Saith Alartir Luther tO rig, 
Fleflor of Saxony ( perceiving the Caule 
of. the Church to go backward ) Let your 


(-) 1 Core 35. $5, - 
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Highneſs be ſure, the Church's Buſineſs 
iS tar otherwile ordered in Heaven, than 
it is by the Fmperor, and States of No- 
rinzerg. And 1 am glad that Chirift is 
King; tor otherwiſe, I had been utterly 
out of Heart and Hope, (C faith Myconzus 
in a Letter to Calvin) upon vicw of the 
Church's Enemies, 

Limit not God to means : Let him 
chuſe his own V/capons, to fight his own 
Battle. So Jong as h: hath a Cafe in the 
World, he can never want ways to main- 
tain it, who by his Death conquered all 
Ins Enemies, and the Kingdoms of the 
Earth, with one File oi poor Fi[ner-men, 
whoſe greateſt Art and Policy lay, in 
mending their Nets, and laying Snares 
tor the filly Fiſh. The Churcii's Ene- 
mies cannot approve themſelves ſo mali- 
cious , as they are: He ſomctimes fo 
holds them in, that Standers-bv, think 
them tavourable : 7? is iz the power of my 
hand (faith Laban to Jacob) (m) to do you 
burt : But the God of your Fathers ſpake 
unto me yeſternight, ſaying, take thou heed, 
that thou ſpeak not to Jacob either good or 
bad. Thank him for nought, he could 


(=) Gen, 31, 29. 
do 
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do him hart, but God would ao? /et 7H: 
Let Men uſe what means they pleate, he 
hath ill the ſecurity of the end. Who- 
ever rules, he over-rules ; and will prc- 
vent or order, diſorders. 

And, inall we have to fond regard to 
our icizcs, as not tobe Content, that the 
[/ifaom of God, ſhould ſerve iis own turn 
1 Managing All? Be fo narrow, privatc: 
(p:rited, as To expcet all his Pr ovidences 
in governing the World, ſhould center in 
our preſent particalar Conveniency, and 
Happ.ncis ? Flumians 6 vents, and ſeveral 
Perions Intereſts, are fo interwoven by 
uM, that they have a nmtual depen 
dance among themivives: And thewv 
mcc tings, Which we tliink Caſual, arc 
Ziwice AVCCHATY, As IN:s DECTCE, 3 and 10; 
many ends. We mutt conjuder our {elves 
as pieces of the Univerie ; and Engines 
which that great Workinan {ets on goirs, 
for executing Is ends ; which being all 
co0d, all means te nding to them, mult 
be to allo. We mull therefore bear out 
Croiies, not only with Fatience, but ſoy 

and 1 hankfulnefs accounting our ſelves 
j appy, WC arc inllruments m his Hand, 
to Wo pe? Nork, and advance his Glory : 
Which 
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Which muſt needs highly pleaſe him, do- 
ing that willingly, which others do out 
of conſtraint. How greatan Evil is Dif- 
content with our Allotment 2 By deſt- 
ring to have our Will in ſucha particular, 
we perhaps ſhould croſs God in a thou- 
ſand, he hath to bring about ; becauſe 


tis poll; ble, a thouſand things may de- 


pend upon that one thing we would have 
to be otherwiſe than it 1s. I will be hence- 
forth willing to be croſſed in ſome few 
things, that his work may go on in all ; 

and his endattained or furthered in many 
things, by the one thing I am croſſed in. 
"Tis impoſlible every humour ſhould be 

{atisned, becaulte particular deſires, be- 
ſides their oppoſition to on* another, arc 
i:conliſtent with the general detign. That 


difference which there is between parti- 


cular things, times, and perſons, much 
conduces to the beauty, and convenien-= 
cy of the whole; while ſome ancltinr's 
Events, ſingly confl dered, ſcem prejudt- 
cial. The whole Contcxture of Ailairs 
in ther operation, {hail prove in the 1{- 
tne, for the beſt to tho that love God. 
We ge VC Arc all Servants to rhe fame 
IM. after r, WH9 Giſpotcs all the Concernsof 
Men 


_ Lee gated 
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terence to the Community Whereot they 
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Men by an unerring Wiſdom, and is a- 
lone to determine the place we ſhall ſerve 
him in. We think, that Providence 
which governs others, ſhould only ſerve 

us; and diſtribute tous, not what it, but 
our ſelves think good. We murmur at 
a Prince tor indulging any thing to a pri- 
vate Favourite, to the publick diſaavan- 


' tage; and we murmur at God, for not 


doing the like. *'Tis great Infolence in 
me, to think he ſhould be more COn- 
cern'd to humour me, tnen thoſe mulci- 
tudes of others, who hive the fame ap- 
petites and affedtions. Moſt Men delire 
more, but every Man delires to keep what 
he hath ; And, how {hould- one part of 
the World be fupply' d, without the dimi- 
nution of the other 2 If God fatisfe not 
all, why ſhould any- particular perſon 
look, that his Appetite alone ſhould be 
indulged too? The common Father of 
mankind diſpoſes things, for the public 
advantage of this great Family ; and 
there cannot be a more vile contempt of 
his Wildom, than ſullenly to difpute his 
choice and orders. Men look apo! 
themiclves as {ingle pertons, without re- 


are 


Rr Rr Ce e—— 


54 An Jnfallfble 7Uay 


are Members ; elſe, they would rather 
endeavour to ecome their places wherein 
they are ſct, than be perpetually project- 
ing for a Change, Would we honeſtly 
and diligently imploy our felves where 
God harh fet us, we thould find it a di- 
re&t Road to Advancement ; or to have 
a better effect, that is, fveeten our pre- 
fent Condition, divert our minds from 
mutinous reflections on others height, and 
our own lowneis, God hath placcd none 
Ot us in ſo barren a Soyl, ſo torlorn a 
State, but there's ſomething in it which 
may afford us Comfort; it we husband 
that to the utmotit, it's ſcarce imaginable 
what Improvement , even he that ap- 
pears the molt miſerable, may make of 
his Condition. But, if in a fullen hu- 
mour, we quarrel at what we ſhould en- 
joy, and w14 not cultivate our own Field, 
becauſe we have more mind to our Neigh- 
bours, we may thank our ſelves if we 
ſtarve, or die of diſcontent. Tis ſurely 
but a modeit demand in the behalt of 
God, that we {hould allow him as much 
priviledge in this World, as every Pea- 
{ant claims in his Cottage, to be Maſter 
there, and diſpoſe of hi Houfbold as he 

thinks 
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thinks fit; to ſay to this Servant, ltand 
thou, work thou there; to another, do 
this, and herto do it ; and would we at- 
ford him this liberty; there would be an 
immediate end put to all Clamours and 
Complaints. And, when we are content 
with God's Allowance, then like the 7/- 
raelites Manna, it 1s very good, there's 
a Bleſting in it; but, when we will be 
reaching © out, eathering more, or, deſire 
to keep 1t longer than God would have 
us, there will be Worms (nothing that 1s 
good) in it. 

With Events according to the ſecret or- 
der of the grand Diſpoler, looking on all, 
not as Caſualties, but Commands, and 
thou ſhalt always have tþy Will; nothing 
can tall out contrary to /?, if thou total- 
ly denyelt zt, and transform it it unto hs ; 
and defrr'ſt no more in thy heart, than 
thou may'it lawtully ask of him in pray- 
er. Let's not create ſuch Diſeaſes to our 
felves, as we cannot declare to our Pliy- 
ſitian. V Vhen we Addreſs our felves to 
God for Relict, let's fcrioully contider, 
and ſingle out thoſe deiires that are wor- 
thy of that ſolemn deprecation ; and we 


ihall then find, we have in that, prejudg'd 
all 
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all our former diſcontents, as frivolous, 
or wicked. And then, ſure we cannot 
think fit to harbour them, but mult for 
ſhame diſmiſs them, ſince they are ſuch, 
as we dare not avow to him, from whom 
alone we can expect Reliet. The more 
impatient my longings are, the leſs in 
Reaſon ſhould be my hopes; for, Mutiny 
15 no ſuch endearing quality, as to ren- 
der any Man a Darling to God. The dif- | 
- contented Man, is angry wit h God, for | 
which, to be ſure, God 1s angry with 
him. Nothing plcaſes him better, than 
a quiet ſubmitiion, Fretting never re- 
moved ( but hath always weightned | a 
Burden ; nor procured ( but prevented 
many )a Bleſiing. TheF ather continues 
to correct the troward Child. Submill:- 
on gains us the thing we deſire, or what's 
better for us. What we get bydiſcontent, 
- we ſeldom enjoy with comfort, He will 
fatisfie our Wills, when we can ſubmit to 
his : Not eaſily deny our ſuit, when we 
can deny our felves. None ſlay longer 
at Heaven's Gate, than hz who would be 
ſerv'd at firſt knock: He ipeeds beſt, wito 
delivers in Is Petition, and ſtays, until 


God pleaſe to anſwer, We ojten ſhorten 
OUr 
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our Mercics, by haſtening them :. He 
doubles them, by delaying ; and makes 
as amends both for our Praycrs, and Pa- 
rience. 

No Policy can provide againſt all E- 
vents, but that, which adviſes us to for- 
take the. place where they are, and fo 
carry us up, out of our ſelves, and our 
own wills, into the will of God; where 
all is a pe rf ſerenity, lie down in Peace 
and concord together. To ſuch, there 
15 no Enemy, nothing is contrary ; all 
things ſerve them, 2nd fall out to them 
as they would ; having no will of their 
own, referring all things to the will of 
God: To them there is no death, or ſla- 


very, but to {ink down thence, and be. 


engaged i in carnal, uncertain Deſigns, and 
Intereſts. He that acknowledges God's 
Providence, V Viſdom, and Goodneſs, 
hath a ſufficient Amulet again(t all Solici- 
tudes, much more, Repinings, VVemay 
well queſtion our own Judgment, when 
we repine, that our Souls are {ecured at 
the colt of our Bodies: And that's cer- 
tainly the worſt, the unkindeſt deſ:gn he 
hath upon us. Our flripes are not more 
ſevere, than he fees neceſſary, in order 
to 
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to our good. So that, not only Reli2ion, 
but Se/f-love teaches it to be our Choice, 
as well as. h:s. He ices to the bottom 0 
us, and thoſe things we deſire, what ope- 
tion they woutd have unon us : Whiltl 
a, that neirzer know our ſelves, nor 
them, make but random gueſſes, and 
worle ciioiſes. He's more wv ue to ditcern, 
and more carttul to provide what's reaily 
good tor us, than we our ſelves. He 
coniiders not, what might p/eafe, but, 
what may zoet hurt us; our [lereſt , 
more than our /mportunity ; whilit we 
might periſh by the grant of our detires. 
The experience we have had of his 
Care and Providence over us, and the 
folly of our own Eicion, may well 
bring us to diſtruſt our ſelves, and rely 
upon {um in all our ſecular Aﬀairs. Ve 
truſt thoſe whom we have cauſe to think 
txracl erſtand things better than our ſelves; 
and reiy unon C Lawyers and Phyt:ti- 
n5, &c. ) Men in their own Faculty, br- 
y-” we account them more competent 


Judges; And may we not much morc 


here 2 Shall we be preſcribing to God ? 
Or be difplcaſed, it his Diſpeniations do 
not exactly aniwer our Fancies2 Whit 
Wwe 


j 
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we impat:entiy compliin of our wants, 
we tacitly, Llaſhemon! iy, atheiftically 
ns * God tro vant Wiſdom, PFOWer; of 
Goodnets, whereby he fhouſd fupply us. 
Can there be any chi 1N2 more tormiaable, 
than for him 10 let ts alone ? Not ro me d. - 
dle any terther with our Atia.rs, but 
comply with our Choice, gives vs up tO 
our own Wills and dcires, and order ali 
things to happe n according, ro them? To 
be thus lit, every Man that loves him- 
felr, and naxderfiaal his own Intereſt, 
would look upon himſelt as the moſt for- 
lorn abandon d wretch on Earth ; as one 
utterly excluded trom the greateit ble 
ſing that belongs to a Creature: And, it 
he had any hopes of acceptance, w ould 
upon his bended Knees reſign back him- 
(cli, and all his concerns, into his hands 
again; beſeeching him, above all things 
not to leave him to himſelf, not to throw 
Im lrom his Care and Protection ; Pro- 
mifing never torepine againſt ium more, 
but cheertully to ſubmit to his heave cnly 
Will, how ſeverely ſocver he ikould think 
Cook to deal with him, 
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Encouragement from the Goodneſs of GOD. 


Onfider the Love, Mercy,and Good- 
neſs of God. The Divine ELJoxix, 
the ſelf-moving propenſity and good plea- 
{ure of his Will, firſt turned the heart of 
God, and combin 'd his Attributes into a 
Federal Aſlociation, to work all one way, 
for the good of Believers. All his Pro- 
vidences acted upon the Stage of the 
World, are but ſeveral maniteſtations of 
it, in different dreſſes and diſguiſes. In- 
ſtruments of Cruelty are not in his Ha- 
bitation. He fhaves us with a Razor 
that is hired (nz), And, when he cauſes 
orief, hath Compaſſion. The whole 
Creation Sa viſible Monument of his 
PerfeCtions ( Wiſdom, Power, and Good- 
neſs) and a ſufficient Argument and Foun- 
dation for our reliance upon kim : Our 
help is in the name of the Lord, who made 
Heaven and Farth [O) He is good to 
all, but his mercy is more eſpecially cx- 
tended toſuch as are in a ſtate af miſery ; 
they are proper, and -_ypwiry ſubjects 
of his care, and kindneſs, and compallt- 


(1) Ifa, 7. 20. (0) Pal. 124.8. 
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on; the Fatherlefs, and Widows, the Pri- 
ſoners, the Poor, and the Srranger, he is 
the helper of the Friendl!efs (p). So that, 
that which among Men is uſually the 
chief occaſion to take oft their affeftion 
and kindneſs, 1s a principal Argument , 
and frequently made ule of by good Men, 
to entitle us to his tavour: O go not far 
from me, for trouble is nizh at hand, and 
there 1s none to help me : I am inmiſery, O 
hear me ſpeedily (q). He pitics, where 
others deſpiſe = He 1s concern'd, where 
Men are careleſs : He fixes his eye, and 
opens lus car, where a proud Creature 
hath neither eye to fee, nor ear to hear. 
The Poor are not forgotten by God's 
love : He reſpe&ts the meanelt Arti- 
Zan, equally, with the greateſt Po- 
tentate. He flights not the helpleſs op- 
preſied. That. which is a good cauſe in 
it ſelf, is always fo to him, be 1t whole it 
will. Whole Mountains of Gold, fly up 
in the Ballance in his Hand, againſt a 
Grain of Juſtice, He judges every Man's 
right, He fees and pities the Aﬀiictions 
of the Miſerable: He hears the Cries of 


(p) Pſal. 10.14.and 143- 14+ and 146. 9. (4) Pfal. 
22.11, and 69.17. and 102,2, 
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the Indigent. The Sighs of tlic | Prifoner, 
11 the deepeſt Vault, jounds in Iis Pows= 
els. He whiſpers comtort to the doleivul 
moans, defe rving commiltration. O Lord 
of hoſts, bleſſed is 5 the Man that {ruſteth in 
thee (r ). 

What means then theſe ſcruples of his 
kindneis 2 Theſe firzglhngs under our 
Burden 2 Why are we fo prone to loo! 
upon him-with blood-thotten cycs, in te 
ruin of his Creatures? -As 1t he were 
ſome auſtere tyrannical Being, aptcr to 
alright and terrific, ian allure, and at- 

rat us; and had only ſangume Laws, 
writ with the Blood of his Subjects 2 
Vhy mult the ſmart of the Fleſh, pcr- 
vert the Judgment of our Minds ? The 
feeling of bodily Evits, dcitroy all ſenſe 
of his unchangeable Goo dncls 2 What - 
Shafl w? receive good at the hand of God, 

and ſhall we not receive evil (s), Indeed, 
we  _ receive evil whether we will or 
- But ſhall we not ( kiſs the hand, and) 
receive it ſo, 7. e. in the fame manner, 
with the ſame mind as we receive good ? 
VVith heart, and hand; cheariully , 
thankfully, gladly? VVith much reve- 


(r) Pl. 84- 12. (5) Job. 2. 10. 
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rence, veneration, and reſpet to God, 
and his waysof Providence towards us ? 
]This were an abturd thing once to ima- 


cine; 1 blind Man may ice this $2 tis fo 
plain, a fool may underſtand it ; the rea- 
ton lics all 1 n {:ght, that we hould thus 
receive Evil, from the Donor of all our 
Good, The leatt part of which we have 
not dcſerv'd, but much more than all the 
Evil we ſufter, which alſo is but another 
method of doing : us good. And welcome 
him, as well, when he comes tO fake, as 
oive: Carve Contentment our of every 
Diſh {et beiore us: Chcarivliy digeſt the 
hardeſt tare: Blets God tull or tailing. 
Shajl we not eat the Cruſt with the 
Crum 2? 
(Jon er, 
Laugh we to lich the ſweet, and ſhall we 
If God be pleas 'd to ſend a little ſhower 


How great a ſtar: may all, who are 
not wanting to themicives, find they have 
in the mercies of God, that conſider the 

multitude, and 1 MAgntuage ot tlicm : . How 
much are __ OD1:5'd by them? How /it- 

reaſon have tl cy to murmur againll 
—_ How myciz , to be thankful for 


tliem 2 
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them? Due Proportion , integrity of 
Parts, perfection of Senſes, firength of 
Nature, excrcife of our Faculties, medi- 


 ocrity of Health and Appctite, vigour of 


Digeſtion. Mercics in the members of 
our Bodics, in the facultics of our Souls, 
in our Neighbour-hood, Habitations, Fa- 
milies, Friends, Relations, Ellates, Names, 
an Intereſt in the Hearts and Prayers of 
God's People, ( VVhat a complex mer- 
cy is that? All our days attended with 
a caretul Providence; we live upon his 
bountiful allowance ; which makes this 
VVorld an caſfic paſſage to another. The 
light of the Sun, the influences of Hea- 


ven, the advantages of the Elements ; | 


Air to breath in, Earth to tread on, Fire 
to warm us, V Vater to cool and cleanſc 
us, Cloaths to cover us, Food to nouriſh 
us, Sleep to refreſh us, Houſes to ſhelter 


us, variety of Creatures to feed and de- | 
light us. How many loſe their lives, | 


to preſerve ours? How many Mercies go 
to the making up one meals meat ? From 
how many Countries doth Providence 
ſerve, in the proviſion of our Table ? 
VVhat a complex of ſecond Cauſes, doth 


God ſubordinate for the producing the 
coarlelt 
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coarſcſt piece of Bread, which the poor: 
lt Man eats? /mwi/ hear (faith the Lord } 
*he Freavens, and they ſhall hear the Earth, 
= the earth ſhall hear the corn, and the 
wine, and the oyl, aud they ſhall hear Yee 
reel (t.) There's not a Morlſel we car, 
but 1s provided 1n Heaven, before ſet up- 
on our Table. Who can reckon up the 
mercics of one year, of one week, of onc 
day 2 Good Den #/, ankfull obſerve them 
coming in every day by whole loads. Zlefſed 
be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with by 
benefits (u): And, never appear beforc 
God, but tee themielves izcompaſs d with 
theme: [ will come into thy houſe in the muts 
titude of thy mercy (w), How many Pro 
vidences concur in one nights relt and 
protection ; 2 We have a {ironger Guard 
abo out us, than Solomons 1 rcetcore valt- 
ant Men about his Bed, of the valiant 
of Fo acl, though they all hold Swords, 
being expert in War; and every Man 
hath his Sword upon his Thigh, becautc: 
of fear in the "a ( x. ). We cannot 
jutiicicntly prize that ſecret Alercy tha 
lodges with us, and gives us reſt every 


(:) Hoſ.2.21,22, (4) Pſal 68.19, (w) Pal. 5.7; (x; 
Cale 3. 7,8. 
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night. How many burning Fevers doth 
cool S!eep extinguith ? From how many 
Deaths doth that Brother and [mage of 
Death celiver us? What a mercy 1s it 
that we are not nightly ſcar'd with 
Dreams, and terrifi with Viſions? That 
Satan's Chain is rat let looſe upon us ? 
That we /lcep in ſafety, and comtortably 
behold the morning light > That ſudden 

Palfies do not unlooſe our Nerves, or 
painful Convulfions ihrink them up ? That 
we arc ablc to deicend our /fairs without 
horror and confuſion 2 That when we 
are doan, ſome Meſſenger of Death doth 
not apale us with terrible Tidings, ancl 
give vs a bitter Break-faſlt. That we 
have //eartsand Spirits to call upon the 
God of our Mercics in our Fam lies , 
as an Antidote again(t the Evils of the 
luccceding ay, That we find all our 
Houſhold in Health, and the Rapincs of 
Night-violence, not {tript us naked of all 
our Goods, When we walk abroad, that 
we ſuck not in contagious Atomes from 
the Aw, that the Eaſt- wind doth not ' 
blaſt us; that ſudden violent Rains, 1n 
haſty W alking, doth not cool our fivcat 


into ſurteit, of that we hurry not the 
blood 
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blood into fermentation, for new and 
ſurpriſing Diſtempers 2 That the Earth 
we tread on, ſuddenly opens not its 
mouth to ſwallow us up, as it did thoſe 
Rebels in Numbers: that we wrench 
not our Ankles, or other Joints, upon 
plain ground ; and daſh not our Foot a- 
gainſ{t a Poit or Stone to our great pre- 
judice: That Tiles or Timber falling 
tron Houſes, the ſweeping of Gutters, 
catual Arrows, Bullets , Stones, Fires, 
rude Men, mad, irrational Creatures do 
not diſpatch us: An accidental Coach- 
man's Whip, ſome great Croud, ſome 
unexpected Diſaſter bring us not to the 
Evening of our Lives. How inſignifi- 
cant would be our warineſs, did not he 
watch over us? That Lightning doth not 
lick up our Spirits ; or a hot Thunderbolt 
rend us aſunder : "Fiat we can repoſe our 
Bodics in any gratctul poſture: "That we 
have a 7able and Appetite; and are not 
unable to crave a Ble{ng,or to recerve 2t : 
That we are not by Cares and Vexations 
within, rendred ſnappiſh and curriſh at 
home and abroad : That every bit doth 
not choak us : And we are not carryed 
irom our Table to our Pillow, and thence 
| D 2 to 


7 Alt Jiifatitble Way 

10 tne Chambers of Death: That by 
{topping the Channels of Nature, we 
periſh not : That by Ictting Blood we loſe 
not an Artery ; or the cutting a Corn 
coth not rankle to Death: That patlion 
or haſtinels doth not intangle us; and 
our Words are not wreſtled to the loting a 
Friend, or raifing an Enemy : That our 
Houſes do not intomb us in their own 
Rubbiſh : The Fire doth not burn us to 
Aſhes ; Armies of Rats or Mice do not 
ccvour us. Yea, did we ſce the admira- 
ble Frame of this crafie 'Tenement of our 
Soul, and upon what flender golden Wi- 
ers, and nice Labyrinths, in thoſe won- 
acriul pallages in the Clock-work of our 
Bodies, the continuance of our Lives de- 
pPends ; we {ſhould be aſlonith'd at the 
Divine Goodnels; and inſtcad of won- 
dring when any are taken away, fland a- 
mazed ar our continuance one moment : 
For, 1t cither the Vellel or Liquors in 
them, be diſturbed, we ſoon paſs away, 
and are no more: Yea, if the inward 
Crafis of the Brain be touched, Mcn of 
the grandeſt parts ( werc it not tor the 
conitant inJux of Divine Mercy ) would 
ſoon {hrink into /deots, and prove milc- 


to Contentment. (3 


rabic Objeas of ſcorn and pity. We 

ſhould reckon our mercics, not by mes, 
or hours, but fſieps and minutes. The 
very health, cate, peace, and fatety of 
one day, of one night, of oriettings de- 
{crves the thankſulneſs of many. How 
Many Mercies 1n one mcal, or meeting : 
if the evils we ſuffer, call for our Pray- 
ers, thoſe we arc free from, call for our 
Tha wmkfulneſs. 'Tis as great 2 mercy, to 
be kept from miſeries, as to be delivered 
our of them ; to enjoy healtt, as tO be re- 
Covered from /ickneſs. On e relating /1» 
oreat danger by a fail 7 his Horte - fav - 
ing, {de never received {uch a AClUCrance : 
7 es,(aniwered his Friend ) a hundred time's ; 


fo often as you have rid and not fatten. 


Gods privative mercics {ſeem to contend 
with this poſitive. We owe no leis, for 
what we are -not, than for what we are * 
Not Dumb, ot: Lame, wot Blind, oz 
Dcaf, zo Decrepit, vor Diſtracted , ot 
tormented with Gout, Stone, Strangury, 
Ulcers; not fil'd wit I Botches, Boyls ; 
noylom Diitempers, ot icraping Our 
lelves witha Potiherd upon the Dunglul ; 
nor Rarbourlets, Friendlcis, Hclplef, Eate- 
Icts;. zot begging our Bread from door to 
B23 LOOT ; 
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door ; not in Priſon, rot Baniſhed ; mot in 
the hands of cracl yYrants and Opprel- 
ſors: And yet, even in ſuch 2 condition 
the Church in Captivity iinds out a [of] 
that exceedingly affected her, and makes 
her bear all with Patience : /* zs of the 
Lord's mercies that we are not conſumed, 
Lecaule his compaſſtons fail not ( y ) [Mer- 
cies} ior the number, intimating a mulr /- 
tade of iavours In tis one Act Of fs for- 


bearance | Comp. afſrons } {or the :tvre of 


them, V hich :gnitics, render, . ;ectionate 
Mercy. Our Mercics are more , and 
greater than our Atfictions ; our Suffer- 
72gs may be told, but our Mercies are 
;nnumerable: We have more lett, 
than we have loſt. However 77 2s now, 
it hath been better with us; and why 


inould to days ſickneſs, make us forget 


yellcrdays health ; - this days hunger, un- 
thankful for our former micals - Our pre- 
tent ſcarcity and penury, render infignt- 
_— bury all our former eale and plen- 
/> We commit new /tns, while we are 
ak tul, either for enjoying his for- 
mer benefits, or eſcaping the puniſhment 
of our former fins; or, are nzglgent of 


(7. )- Lan 43. 22, 
Our 
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our obedience to thoſe precepts which 
require us to preſerve an equality of 
temper, in all the changes of our life, 
leſt by renining when we are deprived of 
ſome bencfits which we formerly enjoy d, 
we take an unjuſt occaſion to neglect our 
gratitude for having been happy | ſo long. 
Nor 1s it fo bad with us, as with others ; 
How many better than we, would think 
themfelves fue in our Caſt Garments ? 
Feaſted, in the reverſions of our Tables ? 
At eaſe under our Sickneſles, Pains, and 
Diſeaſes 2 Even in Heaven, it they had 
but the leaſt part of the Remnants of our. 
Fortunes, 

But, as to Spzrituals, the worſt day in 
our week, 1s better than the Sabbaths of 
many of the Churches of Chriſt : The 
Gleanings of Fprraim, better than the 
Vintage of 4Zjezer ; Which thould malco 
us overlook all temporal Sulferings, Witt 
a holy chcartutncts and triumph: For the 
People ſhall dwell tn X08 at Jeraſatem : 
7 bo {batt WOOD 119 4 « He wit / be VerY 
TrACIOUS unto hes al me: vorce of ty ory; 
when Þe {hail Pcar 't, oe JR znlwer thee 

4:d th 044; "1 he lord C77 } (24 fue Bread 07. 
—__ 'S, aucl the waiter Of Act zOn, J27 
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ſhall not thy Teachers be removed into a 
corner any more, but thine eyes ſhall ſee 
thy Teachers, ded thine ears fhall hear a 
voice behind thee, &, aying, This is the way, 
walk Ve 14 7M (2). And ye became 
followers of ws, = of the Lord, havins 
received the word in much affliction with joy 
iu the THely Ghoſt ( a). Who can com- 
plain of zemporal Troubles, who conſiders 
how he is obliged by /; piritual Mercies ? 
Our Fleion betore the world, Redempti- 
027 from the World, Preſervation in the 
world , Preparation for a better world. 
Maring ſute to us, that we would love 
11mM- Commanding us, to ao good to 
ear ſelves : Intreating that duty from us, 

tat he might Compe! : Tacing 1 it kindly, 
that we give him of his own : Reward- 

10 US for that, which by his grace only, 
WE can Periorm : Pardoning us, when 
we fall ſhort in our duty : Giving us re- 
pentance, that he may torgive us; and 
grace, that he may receive us into fa- 
vour, The liberty, ability, and accep- 
tance of our Prayers; the aiiitance of 
his Holy Spirit ; miniſtry of 11's Angels 

picdgecs- of his endleſs love ; reicraining 

(z} Ha.:30. x9, &c. (a) 1 Iheb. 1. : 
us 
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us from fin. His forbearance in the days 
of our Ignorance ; unwearied patience, 
notwithſtanding our continued Rebelli- 
ons : Earneſt Intreaties of us, when pal- 
ſionately bent upon our own Deſtruction. 
Wholſom Counſels ; publick , and prt- 
vate Admonitions; the reltraints of tear 
and love. Continuing fo many undeſer- 
ved Benefits ; purſuing us with his merct- 


- tul kindneſs, notwithitlanding our provo- 


cations. For thoſe infinite tavours,where- 
by he hath ſupported our ſtate, ennch- 
cd our ſpirits, comforted us in our for- 
rows, relieved our nccellities, bletled us 
in our places, defended our perſons, Sc. 
For what he hath /aid up for us in Fea- 
ven; the very tore-thougits of which, 
is luſhicient to ſupport us under all the 
iardihips we can meet with, in our paf-- 
iageto it, How many millions of Mer-. 
ces mect together, to make up the Apo- 
{tles one total Sum 2 According as his di- 
Ulae power, hath 4 tuen viifo us all things 
tlat pertain to life aud T2 [Uineſs 's b). Who 3 
411 find out, not oaly the number of 
particular Mercies ; but, the teveral kinds; 
:nd tpecies, the various licad 


? 
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nral ſorts of thoſe Mercics, that contain 
muſtituces under them? Thy mercy 7s 
reat unto the heavens, and thy truth unto 
the clouds (c), 7.e. as immenie, and un- 
meaſurable as Heaven it ſelf, David's A- 
rithmetick fail'd him ; he was forced to 
leave of numbering when he attempted 
it, and ſay, Hany O Lord my God, are thy 
wonderful works which thou haſt done, and 
thy thoughts wiich are to us-wards They 
cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee : 
If I ſhould declare and ſpeak of them, they 
cre more than can be numbred (Ad). 

And now, frall we not chcerfully re- 
ceive an umaginary Evil, from whom we 
receive io-much real Good ? Shall we 
c rumble, it he gratifie not a . particular 
! ppetite, who loads us witit his Benefits 2 
C huldilply throw down all, it he pives 
us not that picce we would have 2 Mur- 
mur under cne Aijjiidtion, and overlook 
a thouſand Mercies, who have forfeited 
our right toall, and are yet kept in the 
poſieition of ſo many? Forlake the enjoy-= 
ment of fo many Bleilings, to pine away 
inthe company of our Wants? Neither 
look torward to his futurc, nor back- 

(c) Pial. 55-40. (8) F405. 
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ward, to his paſt Bene'its? That Man's 
Picty was ingenious, Who, having oze of 
his Eyes put out, by talling upon his ttaft, 
g12ve God thanks that his Staff was not 
foried, tor fo he might by that fall, hav 
loſt them borh. Set we our preſent Sick- 
neſs and Sorrows, again{t our former 
Health and Comtorts; and umpartially 
compare, the Mecrcies we enjoy, with 
the Miſeries we undergo ; and our Con- 
{olations will be ſound much more to a- 
bound than our Sutfcrings. 

I.ct us ther-lore be more careful to 
keep a reckoniny of the Goody we enjoy, 
than we have Ioic: And entertain more 
Joy we had then fo long; than ſadneſs, 
we loit them ſo t50n : So ſhall we make 
preſe: it 1 javs good, by a thanktul re- 
membrince of god d: ys pail, and ob- 
tain oi nimanew inatter of thanks, VU- 
ſing tie World as » Feaſt, ſoberly, chear- 
fully tceding on ite bare fet betorc us ; 
and when 1t's take; 1yav, riſe and give 
Thanks; and not ve tach ungrarctul 
Guelits to the Maſter 1 the Feaſt, thar hath 
ſo liberally treated 3, as to reckon all 
pait, tor nothing, but grudge when he 
takes away, inſtca d 0; than! ng bim tor 


fr 
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his good Cheer, Shall we make carneit 
{ute to Ivm, when we would borroiv, 
and be offended with him when we are 
call d to pay? Hes an ill, ungratctul 
Debtor, from whom the Lender cannot 
ask his owa, but ſhall be like thereby to 
Hoſe a Friend, Let's caſt our eye upon 
- what we have, and could not well be 
without, as well as upon what we fain 
would have, but may want: And conli- 
cer, how uſetul the things we already 
have, are; how ill we could ſpare them ; 
how much worſe we ſhould be, than now 
we are, without them ; how many wane 
them ; how thankful they would-be for 
them : No room then will be found tor 
murmuring. 7hankfulneſs will infentibly 
undermine our {mpatience ; it being im- 
poſſible to be at once, thankful, and mur- 
muring. F.very continuance of his Mer- 
cies, 184 new. Donation: And, {ſhall we 


take no notice of them, becauſe they. 


arc common ? Shall his Bleſſings grow 
inviſible, by their being always before us ? 
Shall he loſe his Thanks, by multiplying 


his Favours? Whatfoever we receive, 1s. 


{t;]l upon» account of new Bounty ; an 


Aims, not a. Tribute or Reward from 


him, 
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him, from whom we receive our Being, 
to whom we owe our ſclves, but can 
claim nothing from him. 

We make ſome fornmial Acknow ledg- 
ments; we cuſtomarily 'g/ve Thanks. at 
our Meals, that we receive all from him : 
Yet, certainly, he cannot be thought to 
do that iu earnel(t, that hath all the time 
of his cating been grumbling, that his. 
Table abounds not with ſuch Deitcacies. 
as his Neighbours. God loves a chearful 
Receiver, as well asa chearful Giver, He 
that hath leaſt, hath enough to oblige, 
not only acquieſcence, but thanifulneſs. 
Fho' he hath not all he wiſhes, yet he 
hath that which is more valuable, than 
that he complains to want, cnough to ſa- 
tishe an humble modeſt mind : And which 
he himielt. could leſs ſpare, were he put 
to his choice.” Let him but conſider how 
many undeſerved Bleilings he daily en-- 
Joys; and, whether thote he fo 1mpat!- 
ently raves after, be not much interior 
to them: Whether he would quit all 
thoſe he bath, for them he wants ; and 
it he would nor; then let him judge , 
how unreaſonable his Repinings are, when 


Limſelf conteſles he hath the better part 
of 
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of worldiy Happineſs, and never any 
Man living, had all. The very confide- 
ration of the undeſerved Mercies we have 
enjoy d, ſhould alleviate all our preſent 
Suftcrings. 7 have made an i/l uſe of thy 
Mercies, if I have not learn'd to be content 
with thy Correctio;'s ; and benot fo thank- 
tul for paſt Favovrs, that the memory of 
them be able to pur away the ſenſe of 
preſent Miſeries. Confidering the good 
E undeſervedly enjoy, and the evil | ſut- 
fer not, but deſerve, and others groan 
under ; I will reckon every Evil I am tree 
from, ſo many new Favours, caſte Cor- 
rections, among my Bleilings, and any 
Blelling infinitely obliging: And truit 
God in all Conditions; and rejoyce in 
that truſt; and hope even againii hope ; 
and be Content in the greatelt fireights, 
when there's nothing vitible that thould 
ive Contentment, Content, to do well, 
and ſuiter ill; to be negleted and deſpi- 
ſed, where: we delerve hanour and ad-. 
vancement ; to be poor, without advan- 
tages of growing rich; to be ſick aud 
airiicted, without hopes of recovering 
health and felicity in this World ; to ſec 
our friends wronged ; our enemies prof- 
PCr ; 
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per 5; our cſtate decay ; and our charges 
increaſe. 

All chings are permitted, acted, or dil- 
poſed by him, who is wifdom and good- 
neſs it (elf, and ſo, are the refult oft the - 
moſt perte& wiſdom and goodnets ; 
though ſhort-ſighred Creatures cannot ſee 
it: and ſhall work together tor our good, 
(to long as we keep cloſe to our Sove- 
raign good ) to heal, or quicken ; try, 
Or ditcover ; ſanctific, or prepare ; the 
{fruit of infinite love, and tryal of ours. 
We ſhould lay up in the Ark of our Me- 
morics, not only the Pot oi Manna, the 
Bread of Lite ; but, even Aarons Red, the 
Scourges of Correttion ; which thould be 
ſo tar from abating, that they thould 
quicken and heighten the ſenſe of Mer- 
cy, and make us look upon them as ad- 
ditional Mercies: { know, O Lord, that 
thy judgments are right , and that thou 
in faith; fulneſs haſt aflli. {ed me (e). The 
Lord forgive ( faith a Martyr )) my un- 
thankfulneſs for perſecution. Job (f ) 
blefles God not only a7, but after meat : 
tor all was taken away. And, 7yus faith 
the Lord, jo will I acknow: /edee them that 


) PG 139.75. (f) Job 1.21. 
are 
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are carried away captive of Judah, whom 7 
have ſent out of this place, into the ' Land of 
the Chaldeans [ for their zood] ( g ). The 
paths of Mercy arc olten intricate: God 
led his People by the right Cor a ſtraight ) 
way, faith the P/almift ; but very crooked 
and winding, according to the ſtations ſet 
down by Moſes. The cloudy Pillar gives 
them many a weary turn, to chaſliſe their 
crooked hearts. © Their Journey takes 
them up forty years, which might have 
been aiſpatched in fewer davs. Were 
the World ſo good as its Admirers eftcem, 
St. Peter ſhould not have been in ſuch 
by ant of it, as-to fay, wow and gold have 
7 none (b) Nor would the Dev// ever 
nn that offer, a// theſe things will ] give 
thee (1). Aftidlions are Federal Diſpenſa- 
t104s5 ; not {o much threaty 'd, as promts <A 
to Chrili's Secd (k&), reckon'd a ſpecial 
priviledge (1), and fanitif d, better than 
removed. There's nothing lo ren 
as Affuctions, it we -do not -fruftrate the! 
Eitcacy, by the Irregular managery of 


oar Gives under them. There's not a. 


(z) Jer. 24,5. (h) AﬀMs 3.6. (:) Mar. 4.9. (4) PC $9. 
22.and 119+ 75, Heb. 12.6, &c.. (1) Pl. 9412 Atts « 
T5, 16, Phil.r,29. 
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trouble we meet with, we can be with- 
out, but hath its place and work in = 
trame and deſign God hath ordained, 
bring us to G ory. It had been far w ks 
Ny th us, if they had not befallen us: 
The ſufferings of God's Servants are alſo 
but for a very little white (m); limited, 
to ten H.; 'YS ( (7), to three days (0) to one 
day (Þ), to 1 nicht (q), to an Hs FL 
to 4 moment (s), to a ſmail moment (t). 
Frad I been Kich, I might have been Co- 
vetous, Prodigal, Luxurious : It FZonoz- 


rable, Proud, Tyrannical, Ambitious: If 


in Zealth, Sof r, Efeminate , Dainty , 
Senſual. Had he not by ſome Affliction 
prevented me, or cauſed me to retreat, I 
had run too tar in the proſecution of ſe 
cular pleatures or profits ; or, he lays it 
on me, to try the {Irength and vigour of 
my mind : 'To call forth, and exerciſe 
Patience , Fortitude, T ruſt and Confi- 
dence in him ; my Fidelity and Loyalty 
tohim. To make me more circumſpect, 
not only free from notorious faults, bur 
more periectly vertuous, and good : 'T'o 
(42) Th.12.2s, () Rev. 2.10. (0) Hol. 6.2. (p) Za 


Pl -30.5.: (r) Rev. 3.10. (5) 2 Cor. 4.27. (2) 


comment, 
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commend, ſet off, and ſweeten my fu- 
ture good things; to make the reliſh of 
them more pleaſant to me. It's not fit, 
not ſafe tor Comforts, to go without their 
Attendant, Afﬀition. 

F will henceforth {ſet no other price on 
things, than as they relate to my 7r«e 
End, and Intereſt. Let me be always un- 
der the care and skill, the wholſome Dit- 
cipline of ſuch a Tutor and Phytitian, 
my mind ſhall keep even pace with thee : 
Nor thall /by w4//, be ever different from 
my free choice. Anſwer the neceility of 
my Zealth, not the importunity of my 
Appetite, Take my Soul's part, again!t 
my Enemies ; not theirs, againſt my Soul. 
Give me Poverty and Sicknels, rather, 
than not Grace to uſe Riches and Health : 
It I want.them, thou requirelt not, what 
thou givelt not; it | have them, and 
want the uſe, thy Mercy proves my Judg- 
ment. Let Affliction be my Portion; to 
Contentment, Love to thee, Acquicl- 
cence in thy Will, tortitude of Mind, and 
univerſal Amendment, be the Ute and 
Intereſt ; eternal | clicity will then be the 
Iflue, Event, and Purchaſe. 


Encou- 


\? 
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Encouratement from the Providence of 


CG OD. 


Onſider the Providence of God, the 
continual exerciſe of his Wiſdom, 
Power and Goodneſs, whereby he ob- 
ſerves, - fupports, and governs all Crea- 
tures, Actions, and Events, with their 
particular Circumſtances, in ſuch a way 
as 15 molt ſuitable to their Natures ; /m- 
mediately, to their proper ends ; remotely, 
to the Order and Ornament of the Uni- 
verſe ; eſpecially, to the good of his E- 
lect; ultimately, to his own-Glory. He 
makes not the World by his Power, and 
then cares not , whether it ſtand or 
tall. He imploy'd not infinite Wifdom 
to build an Houle, and then ſent Chance 
—_— to dweillin it? He that made 
t, inhabits and governs it: [s as much 
—— to conlerve, as create. 'That 
which was worthy making, 1s worthy 
preſerving. He would not imploy inf- 
nite Wiſdom and Power to create that , 
which he would afterwards diſregard. 


| He cannot but ſee every thing, being e- 


Tis no 


very where preſent, at hand, 
dLver- 


I 


Cs 560 44109 HIHSL% ets ng OUR | Gare PIT or, ror on et ADEN + I "* 


84 An J1:fallible UCay 


diverſion, no trouble to him, to govern 
and rule all he fees. 
him 1n all places, and over all things. 
He 1s no where without an Intereſt, or 
without Buſineis. He is Owner every- 
where, in the poſleition of what he hath 


made, and engages humſelt in his own Pol- 


ſeflion. He cannot deſert his own han- 
dy-work, The common Father of all 
the World, muft then be concern in 
the Lives, Actions, and Atﬀtairs of his 
Children. As God hath given good Men 
power to do Miracles, to fave the World ; 
ſo, he hath done Miracles, Inmfclt, to ſave 
them. In Divine,and Humane Records.ar e 
Inſtances not a few, how his Providence 
hath regarded them, interpoſed for them, 
marked them for fatery (4) made a d! f- 
{erence between them and others. God 
had ſo great a regard for a good Man in 
an evil World, that he took him out of 
it unto himſelf by a rare and miraculous 
Tran'lation (w). The Windows of Hea- 
ven could not drown the World, though 
very wicked, betore Noah had made an 
Ark, though that was an hundred and 
twenty years in making (x), Nor the 
(a) Ex.12.7,13. Ez.9.4. Rev.7.3. (w) Gen. 5424. (x) 


Gen.6.8,QXc. 
Angel 


There 1s need oo 
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Angel deſtroy Sodom, until Lot was ſet 
out of the skirts of that Deſtruction (y). 

Hence the A4pog/tle obſerves, The Lord 
knows how to deliver the godly out of temp- 
tation (2). They are his peculiar people ; 
is particular charge. He makes more 
account of them, than of all the World. 

He keeps them above ail ; nay, he keeps 
all for their ſake : He preſerv d the Ark, 

for Noah's ſake ; Goſhen, for [[rae! s/ake 
all that were in the Sh7p, tor St. Paul's 
fake. He ſupports al! Kingdoms and 
States, yea, Heaven and Earth for the 
Church's ſake. For he keeps the Hea- 
vens, tor the Earth ; the Earth, tor liv- 
ing Creatures; living Creatures, tor Man; 

Man, tor 1ſrae! ; Iſrae! tor the Ele: ! [ake. 
And, as ſoon as Grace nath finiſhed her 
work; and the whole number of the E- 


lect is accompliſh d ; Nature thall utterly 


ccaſe, and this World give place to a 
better. According to the f{ingular _de- 
grees of Love, are lus peculiar intentions 
of carc and fore-cafl , help , and aſlt- 
ſtance... Providence 1s ſpecial , where 
Love is /izgalar. He holds ſfucha watch- 
ful eye of Providence oyer every one of 
(-y ) Gen. 19.20. (z) 2 Pet.2.9. 
lis 
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his People, as it he tended him only ; 
yet takes ſuch a ſpecial care of all in gee 
neral, as of cyery one in particular. 
With a particular Provideace he watches, 
not only over every particular Perſon, but 
over every ſeveral Concern-of that Perſon. 
Their wonderful ſafety, their great Ene- 
my owns ; He acknoivledges a three fold 
fence about them, that hinders him, and 
all evil from reaching them, or theirs : 

Haſt uot thou ſet an hedge about him, and 
about his houſe, and about all that he hath, 

04 every fide (a)? Dolt thou not protect 
him, his Family, and all that zs his, trom 
all manner of Evil, by thy every-where 
preſent P rovidence, and Almighty Pow- 
cr 2 Not leaving the leaſt gap or breach 
for any annoyance to come in unto him 2? 
In all the Motions and Commotions of 
the World, he forgets not them ; full, 
it ſhall be well with them? No evil ſhall 
come nigh them : Nothing {hall hurt 
them : All things ſhall work good unto 
them : All is for their good; and he thinks 
nothing zoo good tor them, Nothing ſhall 
befal them without his knowledge of it, 

and his being concerned tor it, "He de- 


(a) Job r. 10, ; | WO 
termines 
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termines the'bounds of their. Habitations 
(4), upholds him, ordereth his ſteps, 
celighterh in his way (c), ſuffereth not 
his Soul to famiſh (4), preſerves his go- 
ing out, and coming in; watches over 
him ; ſets a watch over him; is on his 
right hand, and round about him (e). 
He is with him in the Fire, in the Wa- 
ter ( f ), in Trouble (g), in the Valley 
of the thadow of Death (4), covers them 
with his Feathers, and under his Wings 
(z), carcth for them, 1s mindful, tender, 
caretul of them , affeftionare towards 
them, provides for them ; detends them, 
values them as his Portion, the lot of his 
inheritance, lis Treaſure, his Jewels, his 
Flock , his Servants, Iis Friends, his 
Children, his Spouſe, his Beloved, the 
Apple of his Eye. He 1s not aſhamed to 
be call d the:r God, and Chrilt is not a- 
iham'd to call them Brethren. Here they 
are all Kings in diſeaiſe, and never with- 
out their Life-exard attending them 
where-ever they go. Ze gives his Angels 
coarge over them, to keep them in all their 

(4) Acts bp 26, (c) Pal, 37.17, 2}. (a) Prov. 10.3. 


Ce) Plal. 126. Jy, Wc. and 128. 2, (f) Ita, 43+ I.2, (2) 
Pal. 46.1, (4) Plal,23.4. (:) Plal.91. 4. 


ways 
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ways (&), until they have finiſh'd their 
courſe of Service and Suffering : And 
then to bring them to himlcif, to their 
Crowns, and to fet them upon their 
Thrones. Wefind (7) mazy Angels at this 
Imployment, carrying happy ( ſecming- 
ly torlorn ) Lazarus, into Abraham's Bo- 
ſome; as if they had bcen ambitious to 
bear him, every one ftriving which ſhould 
carry a Limb. 

Take therefore no thought for your lives 
(m).] Uſe all lawful endeavours after , 
prudently manage preſent enjoyments , 
and leave the reſt to God. Undertake 
all with a quict mind ; reſigned to his dit- 
poſal, without doubttul, feartul, anxious 
thoughts about future things ; Saying, 
what ſhall we eat 2 Or, what ſhall we drink 2 
Or, wherewithal ſhall we be clothed 2] Which 
way ſhall I ſupport my Family 2 How 
ſhall I 611 theſe empty Bellies 2 How thall 
I cover ſo many naked Backs? Will the 


finger of Providence toil or ſpin for mc 2 |: 


S]iall I be fed with a Raven $s-bill > Will 


the Clouds drop down Manna unto. me ? þ 
Alas, I find my charges increate, and my | 


Oe 3 ang. ME Nog IEEE Ins; 7 


Eſtate diminiſh : Large Payments, and 7 


(k) Pſal.g1.11, (!) Luke 16-22, () Mat. 6.25, ec. | 
{icnder 
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lender Incomes ; leſs than a racle can- 
not retrieve. me; and the tim? of /ra- 
cles 1s now paſt: TI, or mine, mult periſh 
through contemned Poverty. Why, be 
Not ww. ating in thy Duty, and he will not 
be wanting. in his Providence, Do. not 
torieit his 'Goodneks, Bounty, and Pro- 
tection ; and he will not fail ITY 
them __ ards thee, Expect all 
ſupplies from him : Who cloaths hs 
Lillics of the Field z Who imps the Spar- 
rows Wings 2 Who feeds. the young R4- 
vens? Who preſerveth Man, and Beaſt > 
Tm tender Mercies are over ail his 
Works? | Is not the life more ( excellent , 
more valuable) thin me.t? And the body 
than raiment 2] Will he, that granted us 
a Being, deny the preſervation of it, 10 
long as he hath appointec it? Suffer ſich 
a ilately Str ucture to fall to dec: ty, for 
want of repair, and ſupport? Loſe that 
wiuch isof fo great a value, for want of 
tood and raiment, fo little in compariſon 
ot lite? 'Tisa greater thing to make, than 
maintain us ; to bring us out of nothing, 
than to ſupply us, when we have nothing ; 
ro cloath us with Heſh and 5kin,than with 
a garment ; to make a mouth, than to 
E {n. 
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fnd meat for it. 'Tis ſo much morecaſie 
to give food, than life; and raiment, 
than the Body; that he, who was ſo 
kind, ſo able to do the one, is not una- 
ble, will not be backward, cannot be fo 
cruel, but to do the other. He made no- 
thing caſual, or to forſake it. His being 
4 Creator obliges lim to be carcful of, to 
provide for his Creatures. 'They are all 
tis Penſioners, have their meat at his 
great Ordinary. It he kept it not open, 
the whole World would inſtantly feel an 
univerſal Famine. He 1s no needy Hou- 
{hoſder, nor takes more into his Family, 
than he hath means to maintain : None 
in 1t are neglected by him : The little 
Ant, the creeping Worm, receive their 
Alms at his hand. He never gave lite, 
but allowed conveniences for it. ' He that 
gives months, will give meat, He had 
never made us underſtand the way of 
living, but that he intended to bleſs, and 


ſucceedour endeavours. His firſt care in 
forming us, is an Argument of his future 


Providence over us. 


Bebold the Fouls of the Air] Conſider | 
ſeriouſly how they are fed ; of all Crea- | 
tures, they ſeem to take leaſt care for| 


their | 
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their food. Many of them ſpend thei 
whole lives, as it were, in ſinging, with- 
out thought where to get their next meal : 
You might be as chearſul, and be ted. 
Were it not better to be without Reaſon, 
than to make uſe of it, only for our vex- 
ation? To be incapable of thinking of 
God, as Beaſts and Fowls are, than to 
think on him, only to diſtruſt hum, and 
murmur againſt him2 We feed Domeſtic 
Fowls about the Houſe, but who feeds 
thoſe that fly in the Firmament ? Thar, 


* making no Proviſion in Summer, ſhould 


in all hkelyhood ſtarve in the Winter : 
Yet are then fatteſt, and thrive more than 
thoſe nurſt by Man's care. They have 
no Repoſitories, yet never want ; nor Gra- 
aarits, yet have flore. They neither Sow 
nor Reap ; yet cat,and drink,and ſleep qui- 
ctly at night ; know not where to feed 
next ; yet go out, and find a Table fur- 
niſh'd for them by their Creator, and your 
heavenly Father. Wall he that hath made 
{uch plentiful proviſion for the neceſlary 
ſ{uſtenance,convenience,anddefence,relict, 
delight, and ſatisfaction of all Creatures, 
neglect his Off-ſpring 2 ſhall he fatisfie c- 
very living Thing, and not his own Chil- 

EK 2 dref7: 
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dren; who may look ypon all Creatures 
as the Goods of their Father's Houle , 
tceding, and providing for them, [ Are 
ot ye better | much better | than they 2 ] 
Every one of you, than all they ? One 
Heir, than all other Attendance 2 One 
Jewel, than all the common Veſlels of 
the Houſe 2 It he eyes, and regards eve- 
ry Sparrow ; Birds of fo little account , 
that one cannot be valued ; there's no 
Money ſo ſmall, but 1s a price too great 
for it, Are not five ſparrows fold for two 
farthings (n)2 Be confident, he-hath a 
ſingular Care, a far more intimate Aﬀe- 
Ction for you, who coſt him ſo dear, 
One Sparrow is not worth halt a {arthing ; 
and there's no Man ſhall ſufter half a tar- 
things-worth of harm, more than he or- 
ders. Not one of them us forgotten before 
God, much more, not any part of you, 
but even the very hairs of your head are 
( inter numerata ) a// uumbred; much 
more the days of your lives;. and the 
ſufferings of thoſe days. If he looks to 
all my hairs, much more to my provitt- | 
on, and fatety, the Members of my Bo- | 
dv, the great moments of my Lite and | 
(-) Luke 12. 6. 
Dcat!u 
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Death. It we have ſecurity, for that, 
of which we keep no account, cut ot, 
and calt away { pili non facio, ne pilo qui- 
dem melins : ) It everv one, be not only 
known to him, but kept, as it were 
by Tale, that his Enemies cannot pull 
off one, without his permillion ; bur, tor 
ir he calls them to a Reckoning : How 
much more ſecurity have we of our el- 


 ſential parts, and that, without which, 


we cannot hve ? 

Which of you by taking thought, can add 
one cubit to his ſtature* | {lint, or ſtatur: 
mcaſure of Eſtate? Withoat lum, all 
our thoughttulnels 1s as vain, as it a 
Dwart ihould thereby thin to acquire a 
tall Man's ſtature. The moit griping 
Worldling puts not up one penny, with- 
out a Ticket ſign'd by his hand, to ferch 
It out of his publick Exchequer, whole is 
the earth, and the tulneſs thereof; 1i he 
ſhut up that, all Creatures break, and be- 
come Oankrupts, Turmoiling Muiings 
are additions to our Fears ; never farther, 

oiten hinder our deſires, He may juitly 
con our prelent, who diilruit him tor: 
tuture Mercies, and will not be fatisfi'd 
With the Fidelity of his Providence, All 

E 3 tic 
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the Joys in this World, cannot take one 
oray hair out of our heads; but there 
needs only diſturbance of mind, to make 
us hoary before our time. Bon ſeeing 2 
Prince weeping, and tearing his hair tor 
forrow, asked him, If Baldneſs would cure 
his Grief. A little that a righteous Man 
hath, 1s better than the riches of many 
wicked (o), becauſe that little, is God's 
Ajlowance. 

Aud wh y take you thought for rayment 2? 
conſider the Lillies of the field how they 
grow. ] Without the Gardiner's Care and 
Induſtry, they neither do the work of 
rhe Man, in toiling without, nor of the 
Woman, in ſpinning within doors; con- 
tribute nothing to their beautiful Cloath- 
ing: | And yet, I ſay unto you, that even 
Solomon ] ( the Wieſt, Richeſt of Prin- 
es ){ in all hs glory ] and Magnificence , 
| was not arrayed like one of them. | The 
:atural Bravery of the Lilly, coming from 
its own-fruitful Bowels, is ( as a beautful, 
to a painted face _) beyond all the Glory 
of Apparcl, that Art and Coſt could 
bring. unto him. All the Lillics of the 
Ficld, are ſo.deck'd and cloath'd, as 1s 


(o) Pfal. 37. 16. 
fg0r 
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not on one Solomon, in all his Glory, Bt 
puts more Glory evcry day, on one Flow- 
er, than Skill and W calth carr on the: 
greateſt Monarch, in Ins greateſt Splew- 
dor. His providential goodneſs exterde:: 
to the Flowers of the Field, 1s beyenc!: 
all that Man can do, by the utmoſt ex- 
tent of Iis Wiſdom, Power, and Riches. 
Wherefore, if God ſo] curiouſly Cloath:;, 

not only | the ] delightful Flowers of the 
Garden, but | graſs, the field, ] we treac 


on, of fo little account, ſo ſhort cont:- 


nuance, | Which to day is, and to morrose 
caſt into the Oven, ſhall be not much more 
cloath you? ] Ot a more excellent Rank, 
and Order, Frame, and Structure, Ap 
pointment, and End? Your Lives, more 
valuable? Your Bodies, more w onder- 
ful>2 Your Souls, more durable? Your 
Vork, more excellent? Your final E/tate. 
more Con(iderable than theirs 2 Will he, 
that ſo plentitully tceds the Sparrows, that 
have no Gramnarzes ; fo: gorgcoully cloath 
the Li/hes, that have no Dial 3 - mak: 
{Oo rich, T olorious proviſion, {oc ſich 
ſhort-liv'd Creatures ; ſtarve thoſe, that 
rationally ſerve, that ſhall eteroally en» 
joy him? His Providence regards tl e- 
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loweſt part of the Creation ; Fow/s, and 
Tillies, as well as the Condutt of States , 


.and Empires,” He remembred not only 


Noah, but every living thing, and all the 
Cattle that was with him in the Ark (p ). 
He giveth to the Beaſt (q). He provi- 
deth for the Raven his food, when his 
yourg ones cry unto God (r). The yours 
Lions ſeek ( and find ) their meat from 
God. The ſeveral Kingdoms of the World 
are thy /iztle Families ( moſt bountitul 
Creator ) and thou comprehendelt in thy 
fatherly care, all things which thou haſt 
made. The eyes of all wait upon thee, that 
thou mighteſt give them their meat in due 
feajen. What thou giveſt them, they ga- 


ther, thou apeneſt thy hand and ſatisfi ſt the 


refires of every living thing (s). Now, 
jor us, who have ſuch expreſs promiſes 
added to ſuch inſtances of his Provi- 
dence; who takes more care for us, than 
{or other Creatures (?) ; to doubt of ſuf- 
ficiency ( if not Riches, ) argues infide- 
lity and diftdence in him to admiration, 
O ye of little faith / 
The fear of Want, 1s for want of ©6- 
(p) Gen.8.1. (9) Pla). 147.9. (r) Job 38 41. (-) Pa). 


104.21 27,28.and 145, 15. (:) 1 Cor. 9.9. 
beying 
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beying his Command, [ Take therefore no 
thought for the morrow. | Be not anxiouſly 
ſolicitous for future neceſlaries, | Sayzng, 
what ſhall we eat2 Or, what ſhall we 
drink 2 &c.] "Tis your ſhame to imitate 
thoſe you abhor as Infidels; and not to 
difter in Practice, as you doin Profcilion 
from them. | For after all theſe things do 
the Gentiles ſeek. ] As it themſclves, not 
God, were to provide for them. This 
{tudious, carneſt, buſie Inquiry, 1s more 
beſeeming Heathens, who have no lively 
appreheniion of God , his Providence , 
Fatherly Care, and"Love ; than you, 
who acknowledge and experience them. 
'Tis for poor Orphans to carck, and care, 
to ſhitt as well as they can, for them- 
ſelves: But with you, the caſe is quite 0- 
therwiſe, [ For your heavenly Father knows 
you have need of all theſe Cnecellary _ 


thivgs.] What he firſt gave, and is, flill 


needtul for you : That Life and the ZS- 
dy, cannot ſubliſt without Food and Raz 
ment, *Tis enough tora Father that he 
kaows his Childrens wants, and Is rc- 
proach, to negle& them. He will be 
{ure to fupply tlioſe wants, Which are ot 
his own-making ; you may as well que- 
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ſtion, whether he knows, as whether he 
will ſupply. He made us ſo needy, not 
becauſe he was niggardly, but bountiful : 
Not becauſe he was not good, but would: 
be always ſo to us : Not that we ſhould 
be poor, and want theſe things, but hum- 
ble, and always go to him, and have 
them :- Not to make us miſerable,. but 
that we ſhould ſtill remember him, crave, 
and expect ſupplies from-him, depend 
upon him, .and not be able to live with- 
out: him. We- cannot put upon-hum a 
greater wrong , than the Alienation of 
our 7ruſt, which he challenges as. his pe- 
culiar : If plac'd on any Creature, we De- 
the zf; we take upon us what is youu 
to him; and 'tis no leſs a fault and folly, 
to invade God's part, than to neglect our 
own. Olet my care be, to depend on: 
ther, as thine is to provide for me, and. 
[ca not want. 

But ſeek ye firſt (before, and above all) 
the Kingdom of God, (as the end,) and his 
Righteouſneſs ( as the way, ) and all theſe 
neceſſary things, ſhall be added unto you. 
Let, your principal Care be to approve 
your ſelves my obedient, dependent 
Children, and you are fecur'd of Mazn- 
| tenance, 
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tenance, in your Minority, as well as of 
your {uheritance, when you come to 
Age. There is Bread, as well as Grace ; 
and Cloathiag. as well as Righteouſneſs in 
the promiſe ; Godlinefs hath the promiſe of 
the Life that now uw, as well as of Ahar 
which.1is to come (#): As certain, con- 
cerning Hood and Raiment, as Remiſſion of 
ſins, and Eternal Life. Truſt in the Lord, 
and do good, ſo ſhalt thou dwell in the Land, 
and verily, thou fhalt be fed (w). If he 
give grace and glory, he will with-hold no 
good thing from them that walk uprightly. 
(x). Be our heart honeſt, our. hand di- 
ligent, our defires moderate, our ſouls 
believing, and we ſhall not fail of a: fup- 
ply of the »eeds of our Bodies, which. arc 
rhe juſt meaſure of our wants. Take 
upon you the care of duty, and leave all! 
others to: Itm: Such as diſcard: them-- 
ſelves from his Family, have little reaſon 

to expect the Proviſtions of it. But he 
will ſurely mind our good, it we faith: 

tully diſcharge our duty. We ſhall fine; 
him anſwering us, in what we look for. 
from him, in doing what he expects. 
trom-us. Can we have fo mean thoughts, 


(«); 1 Tim, 4.8. (w) Pſal.35.5. x) Pſh!.84.1 7. 
Q*, 
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of him, as to think, we ſhould intend 
his glory, and not he much more intend 
our good? That he ſhould neglect us, 


doing the things that are pleaſing i in hs 
{;oht? It 1s diſtruſt in him, to be trou- 


bled for what is future; Impatience a-: 


Fainit him, to be troubled for what is 
paſt, or preſent. This temper of Spirit 
disbelieves his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Power, 
and Faithfulreſs; which are all engaged 
tor our proviſion, and ſecurity in his 
way. 

Take therefore no thought for the morrow, 
for the morrow ſhall take thought for the 
things of it ſelf. | Reſt ſatisfied with your 
preſent allowance ; and be not ſolicitous 
for the tuture; or fearful of Evils, when 
you feel none. Impoilibles, concern not 
our deſires ; nor Unavoidables, our fears; 
nor things paſt remedy, our vexing ſor- 
row. Deſire not what thou canſt not 
attain ; nor fear, what thou canit not 
preve nt. Uſe the remembrance of pait 
things, as inſtructive experiments, not 
renewers of thy Torment. There's no- 
thing we can ſuffer trom without, worth 
one minutes di{ſquiet, of ſo noble a thing 


as the Coul, which then comes neareſt its 
Ort 
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Original, the nearer it comes to Immu- 


tability. Reliance on God faves us from 
much ſin, and miſery : Whilſt diſtruſttul 
thoughts devour our Peace, and leave us 
nothing in the room, but tear, griet, and 
diſcontent. All ſolicitous looking bc- 
yond the preſent, takes oft ſo much trom 
our preſent Content : Imaginary Evils 0- 
perate as if real, and produce ſubſtantial 
oricts. Ignorance of tuture miſeries 1s a 
priviledge, when knowledge is inctlectu- 
al to prevent them. That Providence 
that brings in the day, ſhall alſo- bring 
new Events to comfort us under all the 
Evils of it. Let not the prefent have the 
charge and burthen of the future allo. 
Make your troubles as tew, as ſmall, as 
thort as may be: Every days incum- 
Þrance, 1s, pain enough tor all our Pa- 
tience, Care enougl for all our Prudence, 

Labour enough tor all our Diligence ; 
[ Sufacient to the day is the evil thereof. 
Why then by Impatience, and diſtruſttul 

jorethoughts, {ruitleſs griets tor pail, pre- 
ſent, and projecting tuture Evils, do we 

anticipate, encreaie and lengthen them 2? 


Living 1n miſery noi, for fear we ſhould, 


hereatter?2 Spending the night allowed 
{or 
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for reſt, with irkſome apprehenſions of 
the next days task, worſe than the task 
and burthen: it ſelt2 Why are we ſo cruel 
to our ſelves, fo ungratetulto God, that, 
every ſuggeſtion of a potl'ble danger or 
miſcarriage, ſhould rob him, and our 
ſelves too, and create us more trouble, 
than all our preſent comforts, peace and 
thankfulneſs 2 A Cloud no bigger than a 
Mans hand, darken the whole face of 
Heaven: it ſelf > hinder the light of Rea- 
ſon, the proſpet of Faith, the ſight of 
God and all his Mercies : While we live 
at ſucha rate, where is our Reaſon 2 Qui- 
etly to. enjoy the preſent good, while we 

diſquiet our ſelves about thoſe Evils, that 

are not, or may never be, or turn to our 

great advantage? Where is that Faith 

that ſhould ſupport. us. under the very 

greateſt preſſures, while we diſtruſt God, 

in our preſent eafe, and plenty > Where 
is our Joy, in, and Thankfulneſs to him, for 
all his favours through our. whole Lives , 
while our impatient hopes , groundleſs 
fears, and jealouſies of our own: fancies, 
extinguiſh-the ſenſe of his goodneſs ; and 
make us as unworthy tohim, as burthen- 
tome to our ſelves: We can no ways-more 
honour: 


honour God, or caſe our ſelves, than by 
committing all our Aﬀairs unto him, and 


minding our Duty, without troubling our 
thoughts about future Events, 


How ea- 
ſie then, how comfortable would our 
Livesbe 2 So lives the Child inhis Father's 
Houle ; fo ſleeps.the Infant inits Mother's 
Arms ; ſolive the Saints and Angels of 
God ; this is the Lite that is liv'd in Hea- 


ven ; without Care, or Fear, Diſtruſt, 


Perplexity, or Anxiety, under this afſu- 
rance, That God will be the ſame to all 
Eternity, which he is at preſent to them. 


——_— 5 NI WIN 


a 
—_ —— 
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Pucouragement by Conſidering GOD, as 
Our Father. 


Young Man being at Sea ina dread- 

ful Storm, when all the Paſlen- 

gers were at their Wits-ends, he only was 
Chearful: Being ask'd the Reaſon of his 
Mirth, anſwered, that | The Pzlot of the 
Ship was his Father, and he- knew his Fa- 
ther would have acare of him.) Though 
the Ship of the Church and State be in a 
ſinking condition, look we to our Station, 


our Pilot (God and our-Father) will have 
a 
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a care of us, and it. While we conli- 
der in whoſe hands, the Government of 
the World is, though Heaven and Earth 
come together, a gracious Heart and fo- 
[id Quiet, will not, cannot be far aſun- 
der. He hath a orcatcr venture of glory 
in the Church S celfare, than Men can 
have; and is fighting for, while he ſeems 
to fight againſt his People : Anſwering 
their Prayers, whillt he ſcems to reject 
them. However it gocs with the World, 
with the Wicked, 7t /hall be well with the 
righteous ( y), He puts a diticrence ( in 
publick Calamitics ) between thoſe that 
ſerve him, and they that ſerve him not. 
They ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord of Feſts, 
in that day, when I make up my Jewals,and 
I will ſpare them, as a Man ſpareth his 
own Yon that ſerveth him (z). Ina ra- 
ging Fire, or devouring over-flowing Ca- 
lamity. | Propriety ] alone is a ground 
of [| Care]; a Man would willingly fave, 
and ſecure rhat which is liis| own ], and 
of any uſe unto him : ou, if you add 
unto this [ preciouſneſs ], that encreaſcs 

the Care: Bur of all Jewels, thoſe which 
come out of our Bowels, arc more preci- 


(3) Iſa-3.10, (z) Mal.3.17. 
ous, 


to Contentment. - 105 


ous, than thoſe which adorn us : | Rela- 
tion ] works nor only upon the Aﬀection, 
but Bowels (a). And as | Jewels] add 
an excellency, to the word | mine}, 1o 
dot! | Service | to the word [| Son]. A 
Man hath much conflict in himſelt , to 
take oit his heart from an undutiful Sou 
(5). Bur it any Child be more a Jewel 
than another, certainly 'tis a | dutiful |] 
Child ; he hath a ſpecial Intereſt in his 
Father's Eye, and Ear, Hand, Heart, and 
Inheritance ; not only by Nature, bur 
Obeatence. Propriety, they are mzne : 
Precinuſueſs, they are Jewels, ( Treaſures, 
Ornaments unto me : ) Relation, they are 
Sons : Uſefulneſs, they are Sons that ſerve 
me : All faſhicient grounds of Care, and 
Protection in the midit of Danger. So 
that, whereloever we are, we have no- 
thing to do, but to believe, obey, and 
rejoyce that we are ia the hands of a Fa- 
ther; ( in better hands we cannot be ) ; 
his charge, to whoſe Care we have left 
our {clves, and the ordering ot all our 
Concerns : Who ſtands intrutted with us : 
Who 1s always faithful to thoſe he takes 
into his Care : Who hath ftigmatiz'd care- 


(a) Jer.31.20. (6) 2 Sam 18. 5,29,33. 
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leſs unprovident Parents with the name 
of worſe than Infidels (c). And implan- 
ted in every Creature, not only princi- 
ples of /e/f-preſervation, but natural af- 
feetion,'( even in thoſe of a natural deyou- 
ring fierceneſs) towards their Off-ſpring ; 
to that, no Man, Wolf, Lyon ever hated 
his own fleſh ; but loved it, and cheriſhed 
it. And will God ſuffer }+:;ſelf to be 
out-done, by the Kindneſs, Bounty, and 
Compatliton of his own Creatures ? Car 
a Woman forget her ſucking Child, that 
ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the Son of 
her Womb? Tea, they may forget, yet will 
T not forget thee (4). The provident 
care of my heavenly Father, forbids the 
care of Difftdence in him, and requires 
the care of Diligence in my {elf : To in- 
tcreſt my Judgment in the choice and.uſe 
of means, but to keep my Aﬀections dil- 
intereſted, unconcern'd in the Event : 
To ſerve, but not miſdoubt his Provi- 
cence ,, while I imploy my own. That 
which is not within my power, ſhould be 
out of my care. An obedient Child con- 
cerns not himſelt how he ihould have a- 
nother Sute of Cloaths, or to morrow- 
(c) 1 Tim.5.8. (4) Ifa. 49.15. 
meals 
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meals-meat : He cats that Meat ; wears 
thoſe Cloaths ; is fatisft'd, with that Lodg- 
ing and Provition, Jus Father provides for 
him. But, how can [| call him Father, 
and preter my low, and fordid Cares, be- 
tore his Providence; as if he were ſuch a 
Father, as took no care for his Clutdren. 
Solicitouſneſs about the iſſue of my lawful 
Endeavours, derogates from him, as if he 
would not, could not, knew not how to 
help me. My Soul, diſclaim God for 
thy Father, or reſt contented with, and 
confident of his Fatherly Care, and Kind- 
neſs, Proviſion and Protection. To whom 
ſhall I run in my Extremity 2 Of whom 
{hall I crave Pardon, and Provition, Suc- 
cour and Relief? But of my Father, that 
Ocean of Goodnefs, which hath over- 
flow'd the whole Creation ; that tires 
and lims the Flowers of the Field ; neg- 
lects not any thing ; provides tor every 
thing he hath made ; ſpreads a Table in 
the Wilderncls, for the Beaſts and Birds 
of Prey ; keeps open Houle for -all his 
Creatures. But his faithful, Houſhold 
Servants, are more cfpecially under his 
Eye, his Carc, his Providence; ſhall 
have given them meat in due ſcaſon. Nor 
mattcrs. 
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matters 1t which way ; whether Fleſh be 
brought in a Ravens Bill; or an Angel 
Bake our Bread with Juniper Coals; or 


our own 1ad:ſtry ; or an unexpected Friend, 


or a Cuſtomer, trom far, help us with it. 
W hatſoever Hard preſents our Mercies, 
or whatſoever Heart was inclin'd tohand 
it, all flows trom the grand Original. E- 
very Mercy 1s the product of Dzvine 
Love, though ſecond cauſes intervene ; 
for thoſe very cauſes have their creation , 
motion, dire&tion and ſucceſs from him. 
He that turns the Hearts of Kings, as the 
Rivers of Waters, turns allo all the /:7- 
tle-Rivulets in the World into what ſcor- 
ched parched ground he pteales. Sacred 
Story. derives trom Heaven the kindneſs 
of Abimelech to Abraham, of Laban and 
Eſau to Jacob, of Ruth to Nahomi, of 
Boas to Ruth, of Jonathan to David, &c. 
Wheri others ſhew kindneſs to us, Jet's 
conſider thz motions ot Hearts are ſome- 
times infuſed, but always conducted by 
him. [t may be of good ule, what /70b- 
ſon the late noted Carrier of Cambridge 
faid to a young Student, receiving 4 
Letter of the ſad Tidings of his Uucle's 
Death ( who maintain'd him at the Uni- 
verſity ) 


_  — Cc os en EEO 


YJ 


verſity ) weeping bitterly,and reciting the 
cauſe of his grict, he reply'd, Who gave 


you that Friend? Which ſaying, was no 


{mall refre{!;ment, ſupport, and comfort 
to.lum then, and a{terwards in his Mini- 
ſiry. So Mr. Carter greatly comforted 
one, ( who making his moan to him, that 
he had loſt the greateſt Friend he had in 
the World, having in a manner all us 
Livelyhood by him) by ſaying, When the 
Fountain is dryed up in one place, God will 
open it in another. Mr. Dod intending to 
marry, was full of fear, and care how he 
thould be able to live; his Income being 
ſoſmall, as only maintain d hun in his 
ſingle {tate : Looking out at a Window, 
and fecing a Zen ſcraping lor her nume- 
rous Brood about her, thought thus with 
himſelt, This Fen but liv'd before ſhe had 
theſe Chickens, and ſhe doth ſo now, with 
all theſe : I ſee the Fowls neither Sow, nor 
Reap, nor gather into Barns, yet my Fa- 
ther feedeth them. He that feeds the 
Ravens, wi// not ſtarve the Herns, faid 
Mr. Heron on his Death-bed, to his di- 
ſlrefſled Wife, for her many Children. 
And Luther, leaving the World, Lord , 
(faith he) here are thy Children, thou lent'/t 


them 
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them me, and I reſian them-back again to 


thee: While I look'd upon them as mine, I 


endeavour'd to provide for them ; thy Bow- 
els are infinitely above, what mine are. It's 
vile Ingratitude to deſpiſe a Preſent of 
God's preparing, and ſending, ſo curious 
a Piece of his Workmanſhip : To rejoycc 
when our 'Cattel multiply, and to mur- 
mur when our Children increaſe. It's 
heathentſh diſtruſtfulneſs, to fear, that 
he that hath provided Children for us, 
will not provide Neceſlaries for them. 
God often provides better for the poor 
Child, than for the repining Parent : The 
ſinfully ſolicitous //raelites, who in the 
Wilderneſs concluded , they and their 
Children ſhould be ſtarv'd for want of 
Food, were themſelves deſlroy'd for want 
of Faith ; their Children mean while be- 
ing reſervd for a Land flowing with Milk 
and Honey. 

It in my Father's Houſe be Bread e- 
nough, and to ſpare, tor hired Servants, 


much more for lis Sos, who did not for- ' 
get to be a Father, when we. had forgot - * 
ten to be Children; but gave his own | 
Son to dye, that his adopted Sons (who ' 
were Children of the Devil) ſhould live. 
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And, how is it poſlible he ſhould: not 
compleat that Gift, by. beſtowing all 0- 
ther things that arc profitable for-us% and 


cither preſent preſſures, or defiverances 
from them, as he ſees them moſt far our J 
real advantage : He that ſpared not. his © 


own Son, but delivered him up for ws all, 
how ſhall be not with him alſo freely give 
us all things (e) > We have no cauſe to 


tear that God will not give us whatſoever 


is profitable for us, ſeeing he hath not 
ſpared his own Son to fave us. We may 
well be confident in his Fatherly Love 
and Compadlion towards us ; as his Chil- 
dren, who in Chriſt is become our Fa- 
ther, and gives us both the priviledge 
EF ) and ſpirit of Sons (g), whoſe love 
towards us, 15 ſo muchgreater than that 
of earthly Parents towards their Chil- 
dren, as his goodneſs and mercy is 


greater ; If you then being evil, know how © 


to give good gifts unto your Children ; how 
much more ſhall your Father which is in 
Feaven, give good things to them that at 
him ( h). Tam pater, tam pius nemo / 
Our very mould and frailty, he makes a 


(-) Rom, 8. 32. (/) Joli. 1, 12. (g) Gal. 4. 6. Mat. 
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ſufficient argument to compallionate and 
relieve us; "Like as a father pitieth his 
Children, /o the Lord pitieth them that 
fear him: For he knoweth our frame, he 
remembreth that we are duſt (i). He is | 
our Father when he flrikes, corres,ſeems * 
to frown upon us, to carry it asour Ene- | 
my. He 1s too wiſe to manite{t his love þ 
by outward tokens of diſtin tion : Or, to 
give that Son he loves beft, a gaycr Þ 
Coat than the reſt of his Children. 7le F 
will do nothing but what he ſhould, ſaid a Þ 
wiſe 50n, when told, his Father would | 
diſinherit him. My Father is greater, wi- | 
{cr, better than]; he 1s ſupream over | 
me; hath the whole diſpoſal of me; is F 
render and caretul of mc; full of love, | 
pity, and compailipn tow: ards me: Knows 
better than I, what's belt for me; 1 ] 
will make convenient proviion for me. || 1 
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ing me what ask, than he could be in | F | o 
granting. What Father can ſee his Child | | \ 
want Food when he hath 1t by him, un- Þ n 
leſs he give him Phy/ick, and then he muſt Þ p 
be kept to a ſpare Diet. Iwill truſt his? v 


Wiſdom, becauſe he is God; and his Love, # | Pi 


becauſe he is my Father : So, | cannot | þ 
(i) PA). 103. 13, 14. - 


doubt | 
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doubt, but that whatever he ſends de- 
erves my thanks, though I ſee not where- 
in the benefit of 1t lies. A Cup of worm- 
wood would not be reached to me by to 
wiſe, ſo good a Father, but that his Love 
and my Benefit 1s mingled with its com- 
ins from the Fountain of Love and 
Goodne 1s, it hath a Blefling in it, though 
| cannot at preſent talie, of apprehen: ; 
it. Though our Saviour knew hiz crucl 
Murdercr's ; deſign was to exCccute, not his 
Father's Will, but their own Malice - he 
"it not foul upon them ; he over-looks 
the Cup-bcarcr, to look. upon Ium that 
(cat it, The Cup which my Father hath giu- 
en me, "ſhall [ not driakit (k) 2 What Cup 
can be bitter, which lus Wiſdom provides, 
Nis Goodwefs ſends, anc! coniecrates to us : 
That hath the ſaine Bowels or Mercy, 
Love, and Goodelts to us in his Correctt- 
ONS, AS IN 11s Favours : He -tempers our 
2 cnct to our fircngtit, not to our delcre. 
Mcaiures out the kind,v cight, and conti- 
nuance of our Attichons. They are ap- 


a. nointecd, {ent under thc conduet, and nc- 


Ver exceed the line and limits ot his 


\# Power, Witdom, and Goodiuts, who :5 


(i) John 18. r 
} 
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the mighty Sovera!gn, and Governour of 
the World : The great Creator, conſtant 
Obſerver, wiſe Diſpoſer, uncontroulable 
Over-ruler of all things. Who hath ab- 
{olute power todo whatſoever he pleaſes ; 
1s infinitely juſt, and will do what is 
righteous; infinitely wiſe, and knows 
what is beſt to be done; infinitely good 
in himſelf, and gracious to all that de- 
pend upon, and tubmit to him ; that no- 
thing ſhall betall them, bur what {hall 
turn to their preſent andeverlaſting good ; 
making them beſt at Jeaſt ; turning Poi- | 
ſon into a Remedy z croſs and contrary E- 
vents, co-operating for our real advan- 


tage. Reſignation of our Concerns to 


him, lays all querelous thoughts ; huſhes + , 
all the whimperings of our minds in the | 
hour of trouble. We never carve well 
tor our ſelves, when we ſnuff at the por- | 
tion cut out to us, by the hand of our | 
heavenly Father. He that gave us to 
great a Bleiling, as Son-ſhip when we were 
Enemies, will much more give us ſo (com- 
paratively_ ſmall a Bleiiing as Food, now 
we are his Sous, Shall not he that ſaved 
our Souls from LCeath, deliver our Bodies | 
irom the dangers of this World 2 His 
dcalings 
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dealings with us, are all love, merev and 
faithfulneſs. He Fives all his Children, 
fo much as he ſees ſufficient for them. In 
an eſpecial manner, Grace to fear lum, 
contented Spirits to fubmit to him, be- 
lieving Hearts to depend unon him, his 
Bleſſing with all their enjoyments. He 
bogs preſerve us from Fvil, or the Evil of 
- proportion, bleſs it to us; comfort, 
Abe: us under it, and deliver us out of 
it. By him Iam infallibly ailur'd to be 
preſery d, or reliev'd; freed or reſcued 
trom, or ſecured under Afiction. I {hall 
receive deliverance from them, or enjoy 
under them fatisfation and tranquility 
of mind ; patience, and contentednets 
with his good pleafure; fubmiition, and 
reiignation of my will to his; ſupport 
and comtort under iny weaknetles and 
deipondences ; ſuch evidences, commu- 
nications, and irradiations of lus love , 
and tavour, care, and kindnels to me, 
as ſhall, not only recompence the want 
and lots of any outward comfort, but 
{weeten the preſence of any outward 
troubles, make them inconſiderable unto 
me, 1n compariſon of them,not to be part 
ed with tor the enjoyment of them. | 
oh VI1en 
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When Julius Ceſar was at any time 
ſad, upon the thoughts of any diſaſter 
that befel him, he was wont to fay, Cozt- 
tate eſſe Cclarem, Think that thou art Cx- 
ſar, and that put him into a more-chcar- 
ful temper. We could not be diſmay d, 
did we not forget our ſelves. Why art 
thou, being the King's Son, lean from day 
fo day : > Wilt thou not tell me }) 2 No- 
thing can add to, or detract from an in- 
finite good and happineſs. Is not he bet- 
ter to us than Houſes, or Lands, Friends, 
Riches, or Honours? He hath all things, 
Gang hath him who hath all things. 

Vhen Chriſt is given (a right to} All is 
kw No matter for 'many things, ſo 
| have the one thing needtul - 'To whom 
thou giveſt Honour, ſo I have a portion 
of thy Grace: In what place I am, ſo l 
diſcharge the duty of it. Tho can com- 
plaiz: ot neglect, whom the King him- 
ſelf embraces, and delights to Honour 3 
Of Sickneſs, whole Sins are forgiven 2? 
Of Want, who hath an Intereſt in the 
Promiſcs ? Of Poverty, who hath an In- 
heritance in Heaven 2 Of Diſhonour, who 
is the Son of God, who wants ncither 

(1) 2 Sam. 1 6; 

Wifdom 
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Wiſdom to direct, nor Intereſt to oblige 
him to do what is belt for him 2 Gener ral 
Invitations, and common Mercies, arc 
for us as Men ; but where thou givett 
Grace, thou co; meſi _ unto our Souls ; 
and winneſt us with dear and particular 


 Intimations. If we are thy Children, we 


are richer than the World can make us, 
which the worlt may have, and beit want. 
Thou ſuffereſt. i:ifidelity to reign, to in- 
{ſtrut thy Diſciples: A nd abandoneſt the 
fire part of the World, to them that 
perſecute thee. There can be »o Poverty. 
where we have zhee for an Iukeritance * 

He whom thou tuifticeit not, deſerves to 
be perpetually poor. Give me but Grace 
to terve, and relic upon thee, and I ask 
no more. Shall I ſay that's too little, 
which infinite Love and Wiſdom thinks 


enough? Or, diforderly haſten towards 


en:argement, initcad of patiently wait- 
ing the Lord's leafure? Should he ſpread 
be!ore me all this World's Treaſure, and 
bid me take what I would, could I do 
more wiſely, than put the choice to him 
again? And beſecci him to chuſe for me, 
who loves me better, and knows better 
what's beſt for me, than my ſeit? And 

þ 3 ſhall 
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ſhall Lnot now then, thankſully ſtand to his 
choice? We will hencetorth be cheartul, 
and contented 11 our preſent allotment. 
If every thing be /e/?, which he appoints, | 
why am | troubled, as it things went « 
not well with me? It's impoſitble it thould 
have been. better with me than it 1s; it 
had not been well, if it had bcen other- 
wiſe. Allthings are ordered by his delt- 
berate Counſel, and fore-knowledge , 
who graſps all my concerns, conſults: my 
univerſal good, 1s as exactly careful of 
me, as if he had none other to look at- 
ter: And ſuffers no trouble to betal me, 
becauſe he doth not regard ; tor his Care 
and Providence extends'to every Crea- 
ture; or, becauſe he cannot or will not © 
help, for he is equally infinite in all his 
Attributes ; but becauſe his Wiſdom finds {| 
that Condition fitteſt for me. Had 1' 
more of the World, I might have leſs 
Grace. Though my Commons be ſhort, 
it ſhould ccrtainly be otherwiſc, it he 
{aw it Letter. If I have not what I de- | 
fire, I have what I ought to deſire. * 6 
Querilous wranglings, ſullen difcon- | 
rents, diſturb not my ſatisfaction and re- 
pole. [ will defire, and wi#, juſt ſo, and |» 


— 
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no other wite, than thou doeſt; O, Om» 
nilcient, Omnipreſent , only wite God, 
and merciful Father, whoſe Goodneſs de- 
ſigns my Welfare, and whoſe Wifdom 
manages that deſign. T would rather 

have that be, wiuch already 15, than any 
thing clſe. That's better which thou 
willeſt, than I. "Thou conlulteſt well and 
wilely about it : Know '{t what uſe to 
make of thy Creatures; where molt fit 
to beſtow them ; and wilt diſpole me 
there, where moſt ncceſlary ,. and bell 
for me ; and ſuffer no evil to beial me. 

unleſs for ſome greater good, I ventur« 
all with thee : I treely rcter all to thee, in 
the particular diſpoſition of my felt, and 
mine, Grant me, not what | crave, but 
what thou knowelt good to give me. 
Take from my puniſhmeat, or add to my 
atience. Leilen my Burden, or {trengrh- 

en my Shoulders. All Beſinefs depends. 
upon the wi/e/? Goodneſs, 1 will rewute no- 
thing, which feems good unto thee: And 
more willingly conient to that thou 
wouldelt have, than to my own inclina- 
tion. Put mc into what cond:tion, ulc 
mc ?$, lead. me - wither thou pleaſeft, 
Clulc my Raunent and Provition tor 
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me : Sickncis , or Health; Reſpc, or 
Difgrace ; Plenty , or Poverty : 1 will, 
not only conſent and tubmit unto, but 
make 1t mv buſineſs to vindicate, and 
maintain,. theſe thy dealings with me, to 
te, moſt fit and arm molt ſurable, 
and advantagious for me. 


- —_— 
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Regulating our Defires and Opinions 


O uncaſie and unquiet a thing is Man, 
notrais'd above this unconſtant tate; 
char he ſuffers as many Servitudes, as the 
World hat Changes. Every alteration 
»broad, makes another at home: A Tide 
of ſwelling or ſinking Aﬀections within, 
1t every ebb or flow of things without. 
{is mind 1s in ſuch perpetual agitation, 
till eſcaped out of the Whirl and Circuit 
of the Aflurements and Aflrightments of 
this World, that he finds no peaceable 
(Corner init. VVInlſt, he that lives a- 
bove it, looks down upon it in all its 
Glory with Triumph and Contempt, anc 
with the Foot of Scorn, fpurns it into 
Inconſiderableneſs ; flands upright in thc 
midſt of Ruins: Endures Tn 
WITH 
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with greater Courage, than Perſecutors 
threaten, or execute them : Looſes all 
carthly Enjoyments with more chcertul- 
ncſs, than others exjoy them : Neither 
defires, nor fears Changes: Is the ſame, 
whatſoever happens in his Fortunes, or 
Afairs: His Mind and Eſtate are Match- 
es: Hath learnd to bear all Injuries, Dit- 
appointments, and Dithcultics, with an 
cqual mind. 2ui deftderium ſuum clauſt!, 
cum TJove de felicitate contendit, He 15 
wiſe enough, who knows himfelf; great: 
cnough, who maſters himſelf ; rich c- 
nougih, who enjoys himielt; hath Plea- 
{urc enough, who pleaics himielt ; hap- 
py enough, who lives well. 11s almott 
1mpoilible he thould be ovprefied wirt': 
Sorrow, Who terves God, tor God's fake. 
Chriittanity teaching us to be Content 11 
all Eitates, teaches us to be happy; tor, 
nothing from without can make us miſe- 
rable, unleis we join to it our own Ccon- 
tent, and apprehend 1t tuch; and enter- 
tain itin our lad and melancholy Retirg- 
ments; and comply not with all the 11- 
{ucs of Divine Providence. /mpatience 
makes every Ague a bF-ver; and every 
Fever, a Calenture ; and that Calenture, 

F 5 may 
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may expire in Madneſs. Bur, a quzet 
Spirit, 15 a great dilpoſition to Health; 
and for the preſenr, alleviates, 1t not re- 
moves the Sicknetis. He that hath Icarn'd 
to terminate his deſires, when tis needs 
are ſerved, and, to judge of his needs, 
by the proportion of Nature, hath no- 
thing wanting towards Riches : He only 
wants that 1s not fſatisfr'd. FJoſeph and 
Mary, we may calily {uppole, as poor, a: 
Hunger - as forſaken, as Baniſhment ; as 
diſconſolate , as Strangers ; yet , their 
preſent Lot gave them no Afliction, be- 
cauſe fed with a neceflary Hoſpitality ; 
and their Defircs wereno larger than their 
Tables ; their eyes look'd only upwards, 
and they were carclets for the tuture, and 
careiul of their duty ; and fo made their 
Lives pleaſant, by the Meaſures and Dit- 
courſes of Divine Philoſophy. 


Things below, have nothing of cer- 
tainty, but the Miſerics that attend them. 
The toil and labour, we undergo. to at- 
tain them : The fear of loling them, at- 
ter ſuch troubleſome Acquiiition ; the 
care we employ to f{ecure them ; the grief 
we reſent, when they are taken from us: ; 
are 


ks 
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are not ſo much the Evidences of our. 
Wants,as of their own Malignity. And, tis 
not caſte to relolve, whether Poverty, 
with its Incommodities, be more ſup- 
portable, or Abundance, with all 1ts 1n- 
{uperable Tarments. A Chritlitan 1s a 
King in this World, without the load of 
a Scepter or Diadem. To him Poverty 
is not in{upportable ; bur to them that 
think it fo. The Imagination makes the 
greatelt part of the Torment. Men 
mutt be ignorant of neceilirous Con- 
tentments, to be afraid of their conditi- 
on. It we trequented their Habitations, 
we ſhonld fee there's nothing dreadtul in- 
them, but the name they bear : Ihar Oy 
covers the Faces of moit of their Gue is: 
That they ciſpute Tranquility of mind. 
with the rich; and that without being 
laden with the cares that dillurb the Weal- 
thy ; they talte Lite's ſweetnels with:ce- 
Iight ; and1t they be torc'd to trantplant, 
they leave: their Cottages without +. om+ 
plaint: The very place others call Las 
1iment, 15the- Country. of the Inhabi- 
tznts: They ſeck to get ont; and not Y 
carry away ; and. atiure themſelves 
tind every where ſufficient. to fatisfie clin | 
need. 


124 An ITnfaflible UUay 


necas. While the Rich are unhappy in | 
the midit of Plenty and Pleaſures. Ca- 
:amities beſet them on all ſides : Their þ 
Treaſures are their Troubles ; they get 
them with Labour ; poſſeſs them with 
Fear ; and loſe them with Sorrow. Sexe- 
-a eſteem d himſelf happy in his Exile ; 
the Penury that attended him, contribu- 
ted to Jus quiet ; he thought he had loſt 
lis Trouble, not his Goods, when they 
{poiled him of his Wealth : And that, 
by a happy miſchief he had recovered 
tus Liberty, in being deprived of the care 
of preſerving his Riches. 

He hath moſt, that does not ſtrive to 
add to his Eſtate, or Reputation, but to 
ſubſtract from his deſires. *Tis more eli- 
gible to be without them, than to need 
them.He is the greateſt Monarch that hath 
little and is fatisfi'd ; not that thinks he 
hath not what he ſhould, what others 
have, what he might have, or, that 
grieves there 1s no more to have. He 

' that'salways Craving, 1s never Content- 
ed. It we would ſpare to defre, we 
might ſpare to have. "There are few 
Men ſo miſerable, that may not find 1a- 


tisfaction in themſelves, and their condt- 
tion, 
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tion, becaulc it is in a every Man's pow- 
er to terminate his deſires ; whilſt, by 
their diſorders we are induc'd to value 
more, a tuture trouble or evil, than a 
preſent repoſe or good. He is not hap- 
py, who hath all he deſires, but, who 
defires not, what he hath not. VVere 
there no other World, I would not be 
greedy attcr the great things of this , 
when tis tar more eafie to want them. 
Here would | indulge my felt the ſenſua- 
lity of a contented mind; the luxury of 
an Ataraxie, of an indiflerency as to all 
theſe things ; of being quier and untrou- 
bled by not having them ; tree from the 
hurry and diforder of them. He that 
hath once a competency, hath all the 
Conteniment that's to be found in tem- 
poral things: And experience will tell 
him, after a ſufficiency once attain'd , 
Contentment will encreaſe no more , 
though Riches encreaſe never ſo much. 
He can have no Enemy, who will be a 
Friend to all. Nothing 1s able to croſs 
Im, who 1s diſpos'd to take every thing 

well. 
Nothing 1s enough to fſatisfie Luſt, a 
little to ſatisftie Nature, all the reſt is but 
INALLET 
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mattcr of Opiaien, VVe pick our own 
Sorrows, out of others Joys: Compari- 
ſou, more than Reality, makes us happy 
or miſerable. Many never found them- 
{elves in want, till difcovered the abun- 
dance of others: And could. have I1k'd 
their own Portion well enough, hid they 
not ſeen another have ſomething they 1i- 
ked better. They hunger, not becauſe 
they arc empty, but becauſe others arc 
full, Nay, the moſt incon!iderable thing 
acquires a value, by being anothers , 

whillt we deſpiſe much greater, being 
our own. Not MNeceſjity, but Ambition 


and Superfluity, fects Mens hearts. upon 


the rack. Had Iall the World, I could 
enjoy no: more, than to cloath and fecd 
me ; the relt could pleaſe me no other- 
wiſe, than by looking on ; and I can 
thus folace my {elf while-it 1s anothers : 
With the ſame mind, behold their Rich- 
es, and my own Poverty; and make as 
great a benceiit of that, as they of their 
encreaſe : Whilſt I am tree from thoſe 
black phantaſms of Cares and. tears 
which lcap on Doun-Pulows, and pats 
through ſplendid Palaces , 0 t1nd our 
thoſc Pompous Lives, which have uſual- 

ly 


m_ 


—_— 


_ 


to Contentment. [2.7 


ly but the Bark of Happineſs. They 
that ſeem to live ſo Happy, do not fo in 
themiclves ; but, by times and turns , 

have their Gricts and Diſcontents: Be- 
ſides, thoſe which are molt happy, are 
molt {enfible ; and, unleſs all things fall 
out to their liking, unpatient of all Ad- 
verlity. Every little crots overthrows 
them : 5o ſmall are the occations which 
take from the molt Fortunate, the height 
of their Happineſs. VVe find not Mile- 
ries ſo uncalie as we make them : While 
we not only endure the whole Afﬀiction 
that troubles, but encreaſe it by repining 
at the envied Condition of others ; fan- 
cying we are more unhappy than we 
ſhould be, were weallow'd to exchange 
that which troubles us, tor any thing 
which doth not. Many of thoſe we en- 
vie, as thinking them far lets ſufferers 
than our ſelves, jook with envious Eycs 
on us,” and do but diſſemble their Grie- 

vances more handſomly than we, not find 
them more ea.ie than ours. Frery one 
15 as miſerable, or as haypy as hÞ ctiecms 
himſelt. | wehave not whot wo would, 
tis but ( ai wortt ) being contend with 
what we have: A ſure meats of diillarg- 


ce 
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ing that Anxiety of mind, in reſpect of | 
our Condition, or other Mens. If I poſ- { 
{els not ſo great an Eſtate as many do, 
{ome of them perhaps ( notwithſtanding 
their abundance )) enjoy leſs than I; as 
well as, there are more, who have not ſo 
much as either. We would willing- 
ly exchange Fortunes with many, but 
perhaps not be any of thoſe Men on 
any account. There's ſomething in eve- 
ry Eſtate, which without Experience is 
not known, and being experienc'd doth 
moleſt and trouble, We judge of our 
own Diſcontents, bur know not how far 
-, they arc exceeded in the fame kind, in 0- 
thers, VVerc every Mans troubles pub- | 
lickly known, few but would bear their .| 
OWN Burdens, rather than other Mens. | 
V Vould we look with as much Compat- | 
ſion on the Adverlities of our Brethren, # 
as we do with Envy on their Profperi- | 
ties, Wwe ſhould find cauſe to fit down 
contentedly with our own Burden, and * 
Comtorts, that we bear but ths proportr- | 
onable ſhare of our common Nature ; 
except ſome extraordinary demcrit 0 
our own, hath added to the weight ; and, 
in that Caſe, we have more reaton to ad- 
mirc 
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mire our ſufferings, are ſo few, than fo 
many. There's nothing more Dif ngent- 
ous, more Dziabolical, than, to think our 
ſelves more miſerable, becauſe another is 
happy : To create wants, from the envi- 
ous Contempſation of other Mens Abun- 
dance : Thar cannot firſt be fatis4'd with 
an Inieriour degree of Happineſs; and 
then, whet our mpatience, wit!) other 
Mens Zjoyments, of what we cannot ob- 
tain. Whereas, we ſhould make the 
Comforts of others - an alſay, not an 
zmprovement of our own miſeries. 7rue 
Charity attracts the Concerns of our Bre- 
thren to our ſelves: And, he that hath 
that in his Breaſt, can never want Re- 
freſhmentr, wlulſt any about him are Hap- 
py ; for, by adopting their Intereſts, he 
thares in their Joys. As our preſent Con- 
tent, 1s1n the power of our Reſolutions; 
ſo, we have as much Command of the 
future : And, its but ſuppoſing the worlt 
that we apprehend, or can happen to us, 
already come to paſs. He ca'ily bears 
adverie Lortunes, who always expects 
them. Foreſee the worſt Accident, an«l 
all things will tall out proſpcrouſly. He 
that thus prepares himlclt, needs not nts 
1:5 
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his Tranquility of mind, ſince he reſolves 
to give it himſelr. 

That which troubles, or gives us reſt, 
1s /nour ſelves, If we be not quiet there, 
cvery thing without, will maize us miſe- 
rable; it we be, nothing can. It we be 
ſick, and are atraid to die; in pain, and 
have no patience; ſcorn'd, and are proud ; 
impoveritht, and are covetous; nothing 
can help us from being unhappy. Bur, 
1t we tear not Death, ſo much as an ill 
Lite; think [mpatience, and Murmuring, 
a worie Diſcaie than the Gout or Stone; 
Pride the higheſt diſgrace ; Covetouſneſs 
the baſeſt Beggery, the greateſt Poverty:: 
If we die not unwillingly, when we muſt 
die ſooner than we would ; lofe not our 
Patience with our Health ; nor our Con- 
ſtancy and Cheartulnefs, with our E- 
ſtate; be not our own Enemy, when we 


have no Friend ; vex not our ſ{clves, when 


others trouble us; be not ſolicitous tor to 
morrow too, if we bell to day, we can 
iccl no harm by Death, or v:ickneis, or 
Scorn, or Want. 

Keep all well whiz, that no ditorder 
put that out of order, and we are well. 
No Man can make another a Slave, that 

| hath 
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hath not firſt enſlav'd himſclf. Be not 
inthral'd to Honour, or Diſgrace ; Plea- 
ſure,or Pain ; Hope,or Fear; Litc or Death, 
and thou art free. Nothing can over- 
come him, that 15 not firſt overcome by 
his own Imaginations, and Pailions, talſe 
Opintons, unreaſonable Deſires, fond Af- 
fections, ungrounded Expectations. A 
proud Man "hath no God ; an unpeace- 
able Man hath no Neighbour ; a diſtruſt- 
ful Man hath no Friend; but, a diſcon- 
tented Man hath not himſelf, Thoſe 
Burdens that break a troward Man's 
Back, will not ſo much as break a filent 
Man's Sleep. 


At what foe're ſhall happen be not ſad ; 
A like for all, that God diſpenſeth glad : 
Wiſe Periander did — grief expire ; 
Becauſe Events not joyn'd with his defire. 


The belt way to be Rich, 15s not to en- 
create PolletTions, but to Ifſen Deſires. 
So, the Contented Man mutt nceds bc 
abundantly provided for: Being lo intire- 
ly fatis1d with what he hath, as to have 
no delires at all, VVhoſoever would 
have tlus rare Jewe/oi Contcnlment ( which 
turns 
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turns want into VVealth, all into Gold ' 
mult come (as they who ſeek the Philo- 


fopher's Stone) with Minds diveſted of 


all Ambitious, Covetous Defircs, ele 
they thall never find it. None are leis 
Contented than the Rich ; which ſhews, 
our Repinings proceed not, from any 
detect oft Bounty in God, but from the 
malignant temper of our own Hearts. 
He's hikelieſt to find Contentment, who 
fits at Home, and duly contemplates thoſe 
Bleſſings God hath brought within his 
own reach : Of which every Man that 


conliders well, will find he hath a fair pro- 


portion: And think himſelf Bleſſed with 
what he hath, without being Careful tor 
what he hath not. V Vhile he that mea- 


ſures his Poverty, by his V Vants; fo much | 
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he wanteth, as he doth deſire. If we ct | 


not bounds to our delircs, we ſhall never |} 
be fatisf'd : It we modettly confine then 
within the limits God hath ſct us, to the | 
things we need, and he hath promisd , 
(and what pretence have we to claim | 
morc, than our Charter gives us; the|' 
Covenant-Indenture goes no turther than 
Food and Raiment (m). Every new ac-! 
(nm) Mat. 6, 25, &c. : | 
cetJ:on 
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celtion he ſuperadds, will appear (.what 
it is ) a Largels, and Bounty. Glory 
it felt without us, will not make us Hap- 
py in Heaven. It can never be well with 
us, fill our own Souls be a Heaven to us ; 
and Bleſſedneſs, be a Domeſtick, an home- 
dwelling Inhabitant there : Till we have 
got a a right temper of mind, a ictled 
principle of Quictude in our own Breaſt, 
and become tite Sons of Peace, with 


' whom thepeace of God may find Enter- 


tainment and Abode : Till we have that 
Treaſurc within us, that may render us 
inſenſible of any dependance on any fo- 
reign Good, or fear of ftorcign Evil. 
When Archelaus invited Socrates to his 
Court, for his Relict and Advancement, 
the Philoſopher diſmift the Mellenger 
Wit! this Heroick Anſwer : Tel the King, 
that a meaſure of Flour may be beught 1 
\rhcns for a half-perny, aud Vater 1s to 

had for HOLIHG : aud though your Ma- 


/rer ſuppoſes I want, yet I have enough, bee 


cauſe I am content with a little. Marcus 
| Curio, when he had Bribes ſent him, to 
tnpt him to be Untaithful ta his Coun- 
try, was fitting at Dinner with a Dith of 
[urnips; Wet, (faith he) that Man that 

CH 
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can be Content with ſuch Fare as I have, 


will uot be tempted with your Rewards : I 


thank God, I am Content with this Pare ; 
and as for Rewards, let them be offered to 
thoſe that cannot be content, as I, with a 
Diſhof Turnips, He that can be fatisf'd 
with a hard Bed, and a bare Board, is 
ſhot-tree from a Thouſand 'Iemptations, 
that prevail in others, to the diſturbing, 
ro the damning of their Souls. Leno , 
once very Rich, hearing all his Goods 
were calt away in a Ship-wreck, Fortune 
(faith he, ſpeaking in a Heathen dialect) 
hath dealt well with me, and would nave me 
now ſtudy Philoſophy. Socrates, when the 
State was oppreſt with a Thouſand Mi- 
ſeries, always went abroad, and came 


home, with the ſame Looks; neither 


more troubl'd, nor lefs cheartul ; bear- 
inga Mind ſmooth and ſerene on all oc- 
caiions : Far remote trom Griet, and a- 
bove all Fear. When the Cty was be- 
ſicg'd, and every one lamented his Con- 


_ dition, he was no more moved, than 


when it was Flourtſhing : Nothing rut- 
fled or difcompoſed the even happy 
Frame of his Soul. He ſought not anx1- 


ouſly how to acquire more means, bur | 
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to accommodate himſelf to what he had : 
VVherewith he was ſo contented, that 
he athrm'd himſelf to come neareſt the 
Gods, becauſc he wanted leaft. One fay- 
Ng, [t was a great matter to ab{tain tr om 
what a Man deſires ; but, It's a greater 
( anſwerd he ) not to dejire at all, And 
added, 


Care, if by Care ought may effefted be, 
If not: Wh by careſt thou, when Ged cares 


( for thee, 


Thraſea, the Martyr under Nero, was 
4 Perion of that Divine Preſence and Dif- 
courſe, that his Friends were Conlidentr, 
it they could have perſwaded him to 
have ftooped fo tar trom the Contempt of 
Death, as to plead for his Life, and make 
1s defence, that he would have thun- 
der-ſiruck the Senate, and Nero himfelt, 
who had no other caute of difpleaſure a- 
ganſt him, but his going out of the Se- 


L wate, as retuiing to give his Vote for 
, the "Condemnation of Agrippina, upon 
the bartarous motion of her unnatural 


Son ; and Is not appearing at the Fune- 
ral Solemnittes, wherein Divine Honours 
\WCre 


he) you P Man, we are pouring, out this 
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were conferr'd upon Poppea. Through | 
his Belief of the Souls Immortality (< ol © 
which he was diſcourſing with Deme!ri- | 
us. the Pliloſopher at that inſtant ) he 
was of ſo well a compoſed Mind, thar | 
he did not ſo much as change Counte- | | 
nance (except to a more cheartul Aſpect) | 
at the news of his Condemnation. And | 
while his Life was breathing out at the } ; 
Veins of both his Arms, he ſpent not | 
his breath in Effeminate LANE | 

'| 


but in Diſcourſes upon that endlets Lite 

to which he afſur'd himſclt he was hall- 
ning: And call d tlie 2ue/for, who was 
ſent to {ce his Execution; * Look here\ faith 


Ofering OVi libcratori ) to God Redeem | 
er. TI pray God divert the Omen, but veri- | 
ly thou liveſt in ſuch Times, as its very be- | 
hoveful ro get th Ji Mind | 'orth ['d againſl al | 
Temporal Evils, Ly juch examples of Cun- | 
ftancy , das thou {cejt me let be} ore thee. 
Anaxarchus the Philolopher , having | 
ſharply reproved Nyicoerean , and beins | 
by hum oracred ro be beaten to Death 
with Iron Mallets, Strike on, {Irike on, 
(faith he ) thou may break in pieces this © 
Veſſel of Anaxarchus , but Anaxarchus | 
him- |. 
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himfelf thou canſt not touch, Reproach 
not Religion, by yielding the day to Pa- 
gan Morality, Let not the Faith of Chri- 
itians be out-done by the Heathen Infide- 
lity. Be ambitious to tell the World in 
your Lives, a greater than Marcus Cur, 
than Secrates. than Thraſea, than Avaxs 
archus is here. Godabr doing good Men 
of this World's Goods, argues not, he en- 

vies their Happineſs, but that it conſiſts 
not in them. Whoſoever underſtands 
the nature of true Good, mult bid adicu to 
the hopes of it, in any thing but in God 
alone; and for thoſe things moſt ſtate fe- 

licity in, 4 good Man w ould judge him- 
felt unhappy , if he could not deſpiſe 
tiem. He that cannot want theſe things, 

without thinking himſelt miſerable, at 
once reproaches his Maker, as it he had 
created him for nothing more worthy , 
and degrades himtelt, by intimating ſuch 
Tratiitcations arc moſt ſuitable to him. Is 
that worthy our Eitecm, that attends us 
tor a /:ttle while, and Jeaves us for ever ? 


| Can that be our Happineſs, which when 


we ceate to be Mortal, ceaſcs to be ours ? 


s © Faith makes us judge of things as they 
> are, not as they appear. Thus unbinas 
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the Charm, ditcovers the Illuſion of 
whatſoever 1s admirable: in the Eye of 
Senſe : This unravels the doubts of the ©» 
intangld Mind ; corrects the Miſtakes -* 
of the crring Eye; level's tac greatelt 8 
difficultics ; clears all the objections a- il 
gainit Providence ; and makes an Afilict- 
ed State, not only tolcrable, but fo tar 
amiable , as it promotes our fupreme 
Happineſs. Contcntment teachcs how to 
amend our Lives, inſtead of Lcing weary 
of them: It makes the worlt Condition 
here, cafie and comiortable, by making 
the Mind quict, patient, and thanktul, 
Cur prudent preventio! of cxternal E- 
vils, patience under them, with our chear- 
tul, faithful, Wiligent Converſation, 1s a 
Part of that Duty we owe to God ; and 
are indeed the exercite of our Patience, 
and the Evidences of a Contented Mind : 


throws off all, and with Jonah, withes to 
dye; its 2 fign he wants true Content- 
ment , becaute that confilts in a cheartul 
and ready Compliance with the Will of 
God; and not in a {roward preference of | 
our own Will, or choice : 7 pray not that Þ 
thou ſhouldef take them out of the Wor = ; 
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but that thou ſhouldeſt keep them from the 
Evil (n). By running away from our 
Task, before the end of the day, we not 
only loſe our promiſed Reward for bear- 
ing the Burden and heat of the day, but 
arc juſtly obnoxious to be caſt into Pri- 
ſon, for our Rebellion and Diſobedi- 
ence. 

He that ſets his Love upon that, which 
the more he loves, the more he enjoys, 1s 
ſure to be free from Diſcontent ; becauſe 
he cannot want, he is ture to enjoy that 
which he loves : And though he be depri- 
ved of other things, h&ts not obnoxious 
to Impaticnce; becauſe he is ſure to re- 
tain that which he moſt values and af- 
tects; which will anſwer and ſupply lef- 
ſer wants with a great Advantage. I 
have ſomewhat of the beſt things, I will 
thanktully enjoy them ; and having Food 
and Raiment, take the re{t as an over- 
plus, or want them with Content. Ine- 
ver will d not to be Poor ; not to be de- 
{tirute of Relations ; not to ſuffer Sick- 
nels or Reproaches : Other things are the 
matter of my Choice, which no Man, 
no accident can torbid, or deprive me oft. 


(n) Joha 17, 15. 
G 2 What 
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What ſhould I fear, or be vexcd at, who 
may always be, what I ſhould > VVho 
need not be miſerable, unlefs I will - 
What Cauic havel to be diſplcas'd, who 
may always pleaſe God, and my felt too ? 
Men may make me ſuffer, but not do e- 
vil ; kill, but not hurt me. I may be 
Poor, yet Jutt, and Content : Il ipoken 
of, but {11 Ican do well. Prefcrvation 
from $77,i5 a greater Mercy, than exemp- 
tion from Szffering. He that lics under 
the molt acute Torment, may fee ano- 
ther more ſadly cruciated , if not in his 
Body, by the 4gonics of his Mind ; and 
thcre's no pain ſo ſmall, but God hath a 
{:nger in it, though 1t bc but the aching 
of the little finger. O Pain, in vain thou 
attemptett me, fo long as | can honeſlly 
bear thee; and have ſo much Cauſe of 
Joy, for my healthful trame ot Soul ; that 
he hath curcd me of my Luſt, and Ava- 
rice, Pride, and Patj;on, Envy and Re- 
venge ; winch diſorder moſt Mens Minds, 
and arc more tormidable, pernicious E.- 
viis, than thofe that diſtemper their Bo- 
dirs, and thruit them into /Zeſpitals. 
tow frould that make me worſe, which 
makes nut my felt worſe? "Tis not 1inmy 

power 
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power to change my condition, but it 1s in 
my power to attain to ſuch a greatneſs ” 
mind, as becomes a Man ; whereby I 
may be liſted up above the hurt of out- 
ward Croſles. It may be in the power of 
others, to diſturb my outward Condition; 
but it 1s in my own power, that they 
ſhall not difturb my Mind. Falfe Accu- 
ſations can no more deilroy my Integrity, 
tian a Triſon exclude my Comfort. *Tis 
not in my power to be handſom, or wit- 
ty, always in health, or rich ; but it 1s, 
tobe Good or Virtuous; to have a health- 
ful, beautiful Soul ; to be rich in good 
works: Toturn Sicknets, and Poverty, 
into Health, and Riches : To make a bad 
Caſe good; and Advantage, by ms 
Danger 1s better tian ſatc ty Storm, 
than a perpetual Calm, it betore ou; 
Fears we were the World's, but after tizum 
Gods. VVho is a loſer? That parts 
with a Boſom-Compantion, and dw.lls c. 
ver a{tcr in the Arms of Gol ; and is in- 
flamed witha greater love of Heaven LY 
things? That loſes a Frien 1d, .and pets 
God tor his Father ; a Relation that's tar 
more intimate, endearing, and ailing 
That, it he by his ſubordinate in{1ru- 
G 3 ments 
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ments remove my Eſtate, ſecures me of 
Riches in Heaven, out of danger, above 

all accidents and diſaſters. All Bodily 
pains and diſcaſcs arc tolcrable and ealſic, 
to the pardoned, reconciled, and —_ 
ed: 7he Inhabitants ſhall not ſay 7 an 


fick ; the people that dwell therein Pall be 


forgiven their Iniquity (o). The moſt 
vehement Blaſls or this World, ſhall ne- 
ver intercept the Beams of the Sun of 
Rightcouſne!s, the Iiftingup the light of 
his Countenance upen me, which ſhall 
put gladneſs into my heart, more than in 
the time, that my Corn and Wine, my 
worldly Goods cncreaſed. It he with- 
draw ſome Temporal Enjoymnts , he 
will leſſen my deſires, or give in the more 
of himſclf, He can croud a great deal 
of Comfort, into a little of the Crea- 
ture. Where the Poſleſiions arc low, he 
can heighten the Fruition ; or Iumſclt be 
inſtcad of them. Theretore hath taken 
upon himſelf the Names of all other 
Comforts; to intimate, that he is able 
to ſtand for all, they ſignifie, or are worth ; 
our Portion, Tnberitance, FHabitation, Firh 
Tower, Shield, Shadow, Refuge, Buckler, 


(o) Iſa. 33. 24. oh 
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Florn of Salvation, Strength, Deliverer, 
Priend, Father, FHuband, &c, What- 
ſoever Benefit or Helptulneſs we mcet 
with 7» them, is za him to be found in a 
more excellent manner. We have rea- 
ſon to thank the World it it loves us 
not ; if it makes us place our Comfort 
and Content in God and a good Conſct- 
ence. They are unkind, whom we have 
obliged ; but we repent not, if we have 
done fuch ungrateful Perſons good, and 
hereafter, place our hopes and expecatt 
ons above. Tis they that injure me, not 
I, that ought to be troubled; except 
for their fin, not my own ſuffering. 
Let's not, when there 1s no fault in the 
Cauſe, make one in the Calamity ; ſince, 
vie ought rather to render double prai/”, 
for our Afﬀiitions, and for our Innocency. 
VVhen we are punifh'd tor our Crimes, 
we ought to have Patience; but when we 
ſuffer innocently, we may well add Glad- 
neſs to it. Whatſocver 15 not pleatant, 
may be uletul, ſo ought ta be accepta- 
ble. 

When am unloaden of my Luggags, | 
am lighter tor my Journey ; that calls 
me away to my true Riches, where mv 
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that's removed ; mv 7zberitauce 1s incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, tadeth not awav. 'A 
little Money ferves the Traveler that hath 
but a little way to go. Parum wiz, quid 
ets viaticy > it's nodiſhonour, or pre- 
iudice to a P7/5r 54, to want that, whic! 

Would be a Weight, a Buren, an Impc- 
dino Torn, not only, alittle fut- 

fcetii, bat much is troublictome, He's a 
Strarerr, not only to Is reftidence, but 
{0 himfelf ; ana is, rather where hens not, 
{20 Where he 1s. Earth is not ther Mace 
v hcre Jam to expect Glory, or Givi 
neſs; I ſhall have enough above, and 
here too, fo I can keep within my felt, 
arid look upon other things with an indit- 
ferent eye. This 1s but my Pilgrimage, 
my paſſage, ( not my Countrey, or place 
of rcſt ) at moſt, my abode for a night; 

where I mult expect bad uſage, a trouble- 
ſome, uneafic, uncomfortable paſſage; ſick- 
neſſes. loſles, affronts, diſgraces, tempeſtu- 
ous Weather, rough Companions, that 
will turn me ot of my way, or jultle, bel- 
patter, throw dirt.upon me zz zf. 'i his 
kind of uſage or condition, 1s but accor- 


ding to the Law, the Cuſtom of the place, 
the 
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the common Condition of things in it. 
[ will not be ſolicitous for better Accom- 
modations, where I mui make to ſhort a 
{tay, and be gone: All will Le amenced 
when I come to my Journ: ys end, thc 
place of my reſt and happineſs. Shall ] 
leave oft thoughts or going home, bc- 
cauſe I ſee ſome handſome Inns by the 
Wav 2 Or another Road croſs it : Be 
ſtartled when I mect with one dilatis/a- 
tion, where I look for many? I doubt 
not to receive, what |[ can jullly deſire : 
I fear not to ſuffer the w rongs which I do 
not do. I am in no danger by reaton of 
him who loves me as his Friend, and hat 
ſo fecur d the Intereit of all thoſe who 
have contigned themſelves to his care, 
that they are ever happy,nothing can make 
them m/erable. I am fully content with 
my particular allowance; the Countrey 
whether I am going, ſhall content me 
with the meancit Entertainment upon my 
Road unto it, I have no power to make 
it all plainz nor have bargain'd with 
God to make it ſo tor me. do not think 
there is any ditticulty in the Divine Me- 
thods, becauſe 1 underſtand them not : 
Nor appoint him a time to beltow thoſe 
(i 5 Cour- 
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Courtefiecs, which 1 do not abſolutely 
pray, that I may receive. I do not de- 
{ire that he ſhould alter the courſe of his 
Providence, to accommodate my preſent 
condition. Neither will I think that a- 
ny thing falls out amiſs, though he per- 
mit that which 1 unjuſtly ſuffer from my 
Adverſaries, not to be redified 7n this 
Life ; ſince I know it will, to my intt- 
nite "advantage, be ſet in order in ano- 
ther. Since the general Rendevouze of 
all ZZappineſs, 1s only there to be cxpect- 
cd, where my Journey ends, my mind 
ſhall be alw 'ays fix dupon it ; T will com- 
fort my elf all the way, with the thoughts 
of what I ſhall enjoy, when I come unto 
it A 7raveher reckons of Storms, and 
Tempeclis, il] Way, foul Weather, hard 
Entcrtainment, homely Fare, ſirange U- 
ſage : Is content with any thing, makes 
{hitt with every Inconvenicnce, minds 
not others Sayings, Doings, or Poſſeſſi- 
ons, as he patles on ; fome are Chiding, 
others Dancing. others Plowing, others 
Building, &c. whilſt he's not at leaſure 
to think of any thing, but his dear Coun- 
trey, Scts not his heart on his /zn, which 
he mull leave next Morn : Sceks not for 
- Ho- 
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Honours, or Oilices in it. All Ins care is, 
how he may paſs ſate,and well,and quietly, 
he hath enough at home. Here wc have 
Houtes, as Foes I ave Holes,and Birds or 
the Air have Netts,to be chas d and driven 
from them at plegſure. No continuing City, 
but we ſeek one to come. And, who would nor 
contentedly go through a Priſon toa Pa- 
lace 2 A Barren Wilderacſs, tO A Land of 
Promiſe 2 Endure the Croſs, and deſpiſe 
the Shame , for the Joy ſet before us 2 
Thedays of mourning will be cre long 
over. If our Croſs be heavy we have but 
a little way to carry it. "Karin that 
hath au end, can make a Man tr aly / happy, 
or miſerable. This is but a ltep of ill 
way, a pleaſant one 1s dearly bought 
with the lois of Home. Tis a very tal- 
lacious Inference in any, to argue un- 
kindneſs in any temporai Want or Sufter- 
ing, who hath a Title to an Etcrnal [n- 
heritance and Reward. Were thus Earth 
Hell ; and the Men in it Devils ; all the 
Suilcrings we could undergo, were nor 
worthy to be compared to our future 
Happincts. Whar card the Prozo-Mar- 
tyr bt. Szepren , for gnaihing Tect!1 , 
ſparkling Eyes, killing Stoves, Heaven 
mace 
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made them precious. Our Thoughts , 
which bring us in nothing but trouble 
and vexation, would as foon bring us 
joy and pleaſure, did we turn them to 
proper Objects. A thought oi the hea- 
venly Glory, is as ſoon thought as of 
an earthly Croſs. We complain, the 
World troubles us, then, What do we 
there? Why get we not up by the Eleva- 
tion of our Souls, into that quieter Re- 
gion? What trouble would the thoughts 
of future Happineſs be unto us? O! who 
would not expect, that a Journey which 
hath ſo bleſſed an exd, and ſo good Ac- 
commodations by the way , ſhould be 
paſſed with all imaginable chearfulneſs 
and alacrity2 That we ſhould live here 
Learners and Practitioners of that State 
of unmixed, interminable Joy, to which 
we aſpirc 2 The moſt formidable Cala- 
mitics of this World, are below all mea- 
ſure of compariſon, to that Happinels, 
which admits of no Z7yperbole, intailed on 
patient Suffcrers under them. 


The 
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The Example of CITRIST. 


Onſidering our great Exemplar of Suf- 

fering and Patience, how can we be 
Impatient Sufferers? Who can be troubled 
at Want, that worlhips a God, willing to 
live and dye in Sorrow 2 His Mother not 
rich enough to bring a Lamb for an Ot- 
fering ; a few Barley Loaves and Fiſhes, 
proviſion for his Train 2 Or value Efteem, 
when he was ſo undervalued, traduced , 
cnvied, reproached, betrayed by his own 
Servant, abandoned by all his Diſciples 
except one, who followed him longeſt, 
to renounce him the more ſhametully by 
a three-fold abjuration ; put to Death by 
his Country-men ; his Tribute paid by 
a Fiſh ; his Triumphs ſolemniz'd by ano- 
ther's Aſles.Colt; Born among Beaſts ; 
Liv'd, it not upon Alms, among Publi- 
cans; Dy d among Thieves ; his Birth 
without a Cradle ; his Burial, without a 
Rag, or Grave of his own; and, the 
price of his Blood buys a Burial-place tor 
Strangers. What lower degree of Pover- 
ty, than to take his Beginning in a Sta- 


ble? To make his End on a Dunghul 2 
Noitom 
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noiſom and ignominous through the 
Carkaſles and Oftences of the Executed 2 
Where he offered a Sacrifice of ſweet 
ſmelling favour unto God, and purchated 
Glory unto Men. 

Why wouldit zho not, whoſe is the 
Earth, and the fulneſs thereof, raiſe. to 
thy ſelf a Palace compiled of thoſe pre- 
tious Stones, which lie hid in the cloſe 
Cofter of that thy interiour Treaſury ? 
And command all the Potentates of the 
Earth to attend thy Train, with the glo- 
rious Retinue of blcſled Angels 2 Why 
did not thy ſtately Followers, glitter in 
their ſhining Liveries ? And the quintct- 
ſence of all this World's Delicacies, ap- 
pear to furniſh thy Table 2 Since thou 
wouldeſt come to our Earth, why would- 
eſt thou not enjoy the beſt Entertainment 
it could give thee ? ' But trom the ſuperc- 
minent height of Glory, ſtoop to abaſc 
thy ſelf to the ſufferance of Extremities 
and Indignities ; and ſink thy ſelf to the 
bottom of Abjectedneſs, to exalt our 
Condition to the contrary Extreme ? 
How ſhould we learn both to want, and 
abound from thee, when abounding with 


the Glory and Riches of Heaven,wouldelſt 
want 
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want a Lodging in thy firſt Welcome to 
the World z How can it deject us to be 
rejected of the World, which 1s none of 
ours ; when thou camell to thy own, and 
thy own received thee not? What won- 
der for thy Servants to walk about in 
Sheep-skins , and Goat-skins, deſtitute, 
afflicted, tormented ; when their Lord is 
denyed harbour, and ſatety for his Life 2 
Why wouldeſt thou be thus homely, but 
that, by contemning worldly Glory , 


thou mighteſt teach us to do ſo: And 


ſandifie Poverty unto them, whom thou 
calleſt unto Want > That, ſince thou, who 
haſt the choice of all earthly Conditi- 
ons, wouldeſt be born poor, and live deſ- 
piſed, thoſe which muſt want out of ne- 
ceſlity, might - not think their Poverty. 
grievous? Who can murmur and repine 
under the harſheſt Uſages, that conſiders 
thou (who knewelt all from the begin- 
ning,) choſelt to ſuffer uncivil Men to 
croud thee with the Horſe and the Als 
in a publick Stable; to have Contempt 
thrown upon thy Poverty ; ; and Neglect 
added to all Inconveniences ; not only 
to appear mean, but even to force others 


to think meanly of thee 2 He that made 
all 
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all places, finds none himſelf, and is con- 
tent : He that hath many Manſrons for 0- 
thers in his Father's Houſe, hath not the 
leaſt privacy in an Inn, and complains 
not, repines not at it, He that would 
have given his churliſh Hoſt an eternal 
Houſein Heaven for asking, cannot have 
the leaſt part of his here, becauſe his Pa- 
rents ſeem poor, yet fetches not down 
Fire to conſume him for his Inhumanity. 
None will have cauſe to complain of his 
coarſe Robes, hard Bed , thin Table and 
Attendance, that calls to mind, how it 
was with the great King. Thole 7dols of 
the VVorld.s elteem, ( Riches and Ho- 
nour ) are ſo far from making us 7ruly 
Happy, that they are not of themlſclves 
eligible, in the number of good things. 
No Man is to be aſham'd of, or diſquiet- 
ed with innocent Poverty, of which our 
Lord made Ele&tion; or worthy to be 
his Member, that ſuffered ſo much for 
other Men's ſins, who cannot endure fo 
little Afiction, it not for his ſake, yet 
for his own. The beſt Expedient to 
ſhame us out of Repinings, is, often to 
draw this uneven parallel : Confront our 
petty uncaſineſſes, with his unſpeakable 
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Torments : It's impoflible then, ſurcly, 
but our A4Admiration, and Gratitude mult 
fupplant our Papatience. Delicate, ten- 
der Members, are undecent, unbecoming 
a Head ſtuck tull of Thorns. Our hea- 
vieſt Crolles arc but Chips, or Shavings 
ro Is. 

Fe that taketh not up his Crofs, and fol- 
tow?th lim, | he is not worthy of him; | as 
not having the Courage, the Conltancy, 
the Sincerity of a Chriſtian, or of one 
pretending to ſogreat Benefits, fuch high 
Priviledges, tuch excellent Rewards as he 
propoſes; not worthy of the Honour to 
wait upon him ; cannot be his Diſciple ; 
not capable to be reckon'd among them ; 
ſhewing ſuch an incapacity to learn, de- 
claring tuch an indiſpoſition to tranſcribe 
thoſe needtul Leſſons of Humility, Patt- 
ence, Selt-re{ignation, ſubmittton to the 
Divine V Vill, to tairly fer by the Inſtru- 
dion and Example of him who ſuffered 
for us, leaving us an Example that we 
ſhould follow his ſteps. 

If my /Zead but ache, Tlay it down on 
a ſolt Pillow, toecaſe my pain, and leflen 
my gricft ; whilſt thou had'it no Death-bed, 
but a Crs, or Boulfter, but of Thorns , 

where- 
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whereon to lay thy weak and wearied 
Head; no Cloaths to cover, or ſhelter 
thee from the ſtormy Cold, but thoſe of 
Innocency. VVhen I am Sick, my 
Friends about me beſtir themſelves to 
eaſe my diſeaſed Body, and revive my 
fainting Spirits with Cordials and com- 
fortable words, while the only Suc- 
cour thoſe about thee afford, are bitter 
Scofts, and V Vine mingled with Gall at 
thy hour of Death. How may my Face 
be confounded with ſhame, who am ſo 
way-ward and impatient to ſuter a light 
Affliction, for, or from thee, who endu- 
red'{t ſuch extreme, unpitied Torments 
forme? 

Can we now imagine 1t a very happy 
thing, to be High and Proſperous in the 
VVorld? To fwim in ailluence and Plea- 
ſure 2 Can we take it for a Miſery to be 
Mean and Low? To con!lit with Want 
and Straits here, fecing the Fountain ot 
all Happineſs purpolely condeſcended to 
ſo forlorn a State, and was pleas'd to bc- 
come ſo deep a Suffcrer? 

Beholding this Tragick Spectacle, witi1 
devout eyes of our minds, How can we 
but diſregard the deccitiul Vanities, the 
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m1 iſchicvous Delights* of this VVorld ? 
How can we but reconcile our Minds to 
the worſt Condition, ſupport our Hearts 
under the heavieſt Preſſures, ſubmit chear- 
fully to, gladly accept of the Divine Diſ- 
poſal, however grievous and afflicting 
to our natural V Vill? Can we reaſona- 
bly expe&t2? Can we ardently deſire 2 Can 
we eagerly afſe&t great Proſperity, when 
our ord taſted ſuch Adverlity 2 Can we 
admire thoſe ſplended Trifles which he 
never regarded in lus Lite, and which at 
his Death only ſerved to mock and abuſe 
him? Can we relilh thoſe fordid Pleaſures, 


of which he willingly vouchſafed not to 


taſte, and the Contraries whereof he dy- 
ing, choſe to bear in the extremity ? Can 
we diſdain or deſpiſe a State of Sorrow 


_ and Diſgrace, when he by voluntary ſul- 


ception of it, hath fo dignified and gra- 
ccd, by which we ſo nearly reſemble , 
and become ſo conformable to him, con- 
cur and partake with him, yea, by which 
in {ome Caſes we may promote, and at- 
ter a ſort, compleat his deſigns, filing up 
that which is behind, of 
Chriſt in our fleſh? Who can now lugecly 
preter, being! elteemed , approved, ta- 
| voured 
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voured, commended by Men, before in- 
tamy, reproach , Geriſion, perſecution ? 
Who can be ambitious of wor Idly Ho- 
nour, or Repute, covetous of Wealth, 
or greedy of Pleafure, who obſerves him 
chuſing rather to hang upon a Crolis , 
than fit upon a Throne : Inviting the 
Clamours of Scorn and Spite,rather than 
Acclamations of Blefling and Praiſe : 
Deveſting himſelf of all ſecular Pow- 
er, Pomp, Plenty, Conveniency , 
and Solace : Embracing the Garbe of 
a Slave, the Repute of a Malcfactor ; 
before the Dignity and Reſpect of a 
Prince, which were his Due, which he 
moſt eaſily could have obtained. 

Here thou healedſt all that came unto 
thee ; far be it from me, to think thy 
Glory ' hath abated of thy Power, of thy 
; Mercy, of thy Compaſſion : that the /ead 
is leſs pitiful on the Throne, than on 
the Foot-ſtool. In all our Aillictions , 
thou art afflicted. Still and ever, thou 
art our aſſured, faithful, all ſufficient Phy - 
fitian, and healeſt all that come unto thee 
'tis as impotiible we ſhould wazr help, as 
thou Power, and Mercy. No Diſeaſe ſhail 
ever thruſt any of thy Patients into the 
Uravc, 
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Grave, till thou turneſt the Key, and 0- 
pen it. Give me but as much Comfort it 
- this my Sorrow, as thou givett me Secs- 
rity, and at the worſt I ſhall do well. 

' Now is the time of my great Provi- 
dence, and Patience, Fortitude, and Cou- 
rage : To bring forth that Store, I have 
been ſo long yathering : To Practiſe that 

Chriſtianity » | have fo pleaſantly, ſo 
peaceably ofeſſed, O! let my tem- 
per, and modcration appear in this diffi- 
culty. Let the World fee the fruit of my 
Religton , that there 1s more in 1t than a 
bare Name ; that I can wiſely digelt my 
own delires, as well advice my ; (elf, as 
otters. Tis a icandai to Rcligion, to 
at7i& our ſelves with great and heavy 
Sadneſs, whilſt patient Sufterings, are 
highly inſtru tive to our Brethren. Where 
1s the Conlolation of Holy Scripture 2 
Where 1s the fruit of Preaching 2 Where 


*1s the {weetnels of Prayer? Where is the 


Countel of wife Men 2? Where 1s the Re- 
ſult of Experience? Where is the Excr- 
cile of Faith and Love, and Patience 2 
Where are my good 'l houghts, purpoſes, 
and Reſolutions, fo well taken in the time 
ot my Proſperity, to be an example of 
Courage 
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Courage tothe reſt of Mankind 2 Where 
is that Cloud of Witneſles, of ſo many 
patient ones, whoſe Conſtancy I have 
ſo oft admired 2 Eſpecially, my Lord and 
Saviour, the moſt glorious Character of 
Patience, and Submilſlion ; Freedom, and 
Courtelie ; Candor, and Ingenuity ; Low- 
lineſs, and Humility; Gentleneſs and 
Mecekneſs ; Charity, and Compallion , 
Kindneſs, and Afﬀability ; Mildneſs and 
Forgiveneſs ; Trult, and Confidence. An 
Abyſs of Love, of Mercy, of Dolor, of 
JIgnominy , of Blood, of Loathing , of 
Exceſs, of Admiration, of Amazement ; 
which ſwelleth all Thoughts, driettz up 
all Tears, ſtoppeth all Mouths, eaſeth 
all Pains, drencheth all Conceptions , 
dims the Luſtre of all Earthly Grandeur 
and Beauty, damps the Scenes of all Car- 
nal delights and fatisfactions, quaſhes all 
that extravagant Joy, which we can find 
in any wild Frolick, or Riotous Merri- 
ment ; {tainetlz all our Pride , checks all 
Wantonnels, diſpoſes our Minds to pre- 
fer ſubmiſſion to God's Will, before Com- 
pliance with the Fancies and Deſires of 


Men. Who can now complain, he doth, 


or ſuffereth too much ? Or is treated with 
leſs 
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leſs tenderneſs than he deſerves 2? All I en- 
dure, is nothing, to what I thould, and 
thou did{t for me, O Bleſled Jeſus ; the 
Contemplation and Application of thy 
Sufferings, is enovgh to ſivceten a whole 
Life of Bitterneſs. I care not how un- 
pleaſant a Portion I find here, ſo the 
Power and Virtue of thy prctious Death 
may ſeaſon it to my Soul. 


te. —_—_ 
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The Concluſion of the ſoregoing Conftdera- 


HICUS. 


N D now methinks amidſt zheſe 
Thoughts, it 15no uneatlie thing, in 

all Eflates to be Content: And, not ſo 
much to Sufer, as Receive all that hap- 
pens, as if I would not have it fall out 
otherwiſe. Methinks I could now extract, 
Gain out of Loſſes, and ſtand upon the 
Ruines of them, ſaying, I have loft no- 
thing; make Damage it felt, give Inte- 
re{l, tor whatever 1t takes from me ; The 
crolicit Accidents, Advantage , comply 
with, and ſerve my main Concern; and 
my very Enemies, tributary to my Wel- 


farc. 
Oh! 
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Oh! how unconcern'd - might 1 pals 
through the Allurements and Afiricht- 
ments of this Flatcring, Moleſting, 'Tu- 
multuous, buſte World, but tor my baſe, 
diltruſtful, evil Heart of Unbelief, in de- 
parting from the Living God ; who by 
his own Communication, can make a 
rich amends for the loſs of any Tempo- 
ral Concernments ; and dchver me from 


the want of them, even while they are 


wanting. That will not fail to give Pati- 
ence, if not Peace ; Contentment, if not 
Riches ; Submiſſion to his Will, it not the 
tulfilling of my own, And, 'tis almo{t all 
one, never to be zz Want, or never to be 
without Contentment. 

Was my, Treaſure in Heaven, and my 
Heart fixed there, upon the Center of 
my Bliſs and Happineſs; how unmov'd 
would the Rumours of Wars, and De- 
vaſtations find, and leave me ; which in- 
vade, and agitate Mcns Breaſts, and fo 
diſturb 'their moſt pleaſant compoſed 
Hours. I ſhould Ict him alone to rule the 
World, that made it; to take care of me 
and mine, who hath engaged it ; who 
cannot but doit ; whoſe Care and Provi- 
dence watches over me ; whoſe, Eye and 
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Ear, and Arms, ar? open to me ; whole 
Bowcls yearn for me ; whole Blood pur- 
chas'd me; whoſe eternal Blefledneſs a- 

Waits me. 

Had I conquerd my Inclinations to 
thinzs below, and raisd my Mind above 
their Croſles and Contents : Did I al- 
ways retain a profound Inditterency for 
all thoſe various Fancies which trouble 
and diſquict the doting Worldling, and 
its fond Admircrs: How confidently, un- 
dauntedly, might I march among them ; 
areadleſs,unſhaken, uncontuſed ; deſpiſing 
all that, which 1s the ſtrife and vexation , 
toil, and ruin of Mankind. 

Were I bur once arriv'd at a true indit- 
ferency of Mind; Acquictcence 1n , 
Bo ready Compliance to Iofi- 
nite Wiſdom , Power, and Goodnels ; 
and fear d doing, inſtead of fullering E- 
vil: How Screnc ? How tull of Tranqut- 
lity ſhould 1 be, amidlt rhe Changes , 
Commotions , Tumults, and Convullt- 
ons, of this ſtormy Region, th1S UNCEr- 
rain Stare ? Though my Lot fell in that 
Age, that {lands next the Worlds laſt 
Calcnture, when ric whole trame of Na- 
ture ſhall be in an Agony, and burning 
Fit : H Di 
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Did my Faith give me a conſtant live- 
ly view, of thoſe Rewards of Vertue 
which God hath promis d; and his Fol- 
lowers are now Bleſſed in: How ſecure 
ſhould I fit from the Blaits of Fortune, in 
that place of uninterrupted pertectJoz and 
look down- with Compatſiton, Scorn, and 
[ndignation, upon this Jittle Mole-hijl of 
buſie Ants , as Fools and Mad-men ; 
though all the World confpir d to make 
me miſcrablc. 

Oh! Could IT but be taken up more 
with the Love of God ; had I an abſo- 
lute Empire over my Pail: ons; ard I right- 
ly embrace the Reconcil! ation wrought 
with him through Jcſus Chriſt, and 
maintain'd that Faith by good Works ; 
were I always carctul of pleaſing him, 
and my own Conſcience: Might I but 
fee, and feel the Jovelinels of my dear 
Redecmer, till my heart was filld, and 
raviiht with that Love. Had | but more 
0: the Spirit of Adoption, and thoſe ii- 
1) Aﬀections to my Heavenly Father 
ould 1 but breath and pant more carne{}- 


iy after lim, and maintain a Conltant 


{ orreipondence and Communion With 
14m : How little inouli 1 vaiuc 2 How 
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calily could I ſpare thoſe Triftes, whicl1 
the purblind World admire ? How care- 
lets thould I be, who had the Pleaſures, 
Honours, Riches of it 2 How far thould 
[ be from envying of them? I would pit 

the miſerable Tyrazts of this World, as 
Slaves , and Worſe than Beggars, hat 
talte not of that Kingdom of Love and 
Pleaſure which dwells in a true Believers 
Breaſt? I would bear the lois of other 
things, with the ſame frame of Spirit, 1 
enjoy d chem; retule to part with no en- 
joyment, to ſecurn this, and follow all 
the Pomp, and Pleaſure of the V Vorld 
to the Grave, without a fad Heart, or a 
forrowful Countenance. I would ſit 
down contentedly, in a ſenſe of my #a- 
ther's Love, though I had nothing elſe ; 
yea, reckon | had all, it Iwanted not 
ris. Reſt faristi'd if I have but a Father 
in Heaven, though I have aever a Friend 
upon Barth ; ſhew us the Father, and it 
ſufficeth us. Death it {elf thould not dif- 
may me ; but be welcomed with Joy and 
Gladneſs, as an Au:iliary (ent from God, 

to give me the Day and Triumph over all 
my Conflicts: To free me from the 
Troubles , and Uneaſincſs of a wretch- 
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Did my Faith give me a conſtant live- 
ly view, of thoſe Rewards of Vertue 
which God hath promis'd ; and his Fol- 
lowers are now Blefled in: How ſecure 
ſhould I fit from the Blaits of Fortune, in 
that place of uninterrupted pertectJoy and 
look down: with Compaſlion, Scorn, and 
[ndignation, upon this little Mole-hiyl of 
buſte Ants, as Fools and Mad-men ; 
though all the World confpir d to make 
me miſcrable. | 

Oh! Could TI but be taken up more 
with the Love of God ; had I an abſo- 
lute Empire over my Pa Tons ; ard I right- 
ly embrace the R cconciliation wrought 
with him through Jel us Chriſt, and 
maintain'd that Faith by g00d Works : 

Cre I always carctul ot pleaſing him, 
and my own Conſcience: Might [ but 
lee, and feel the Jovelincſs of my dear 

Roles till my heart was fd, and 
raviſht with that Love. Had I but more 
0: the Spirit oi Adoption, and thoſe (t- 
Li - AY 03s to my Heavenly Fataer : 
ould 1 but breath and pant more carncil- 
my ater Lim, and maintain a conitant 
Correll and Communion WIEN 
How 
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calily could I ſpare thoſe Triftes, which 
the purblind World admire? How care- 
lets ſhould 1 bs, who had the Pleaſures, 
Honours, Riches of it 2 How far - ſhould 
I befrom envving of them 2 I would pity 
the miſerable Tyrazts of this World, as 
Slaves , and Worſe than Beegars, chat 
taſte not of that Kingdom of Love and 
Pleaſure which dwells i in a true Believers 
Breatt? I would bear the lots of other 
things, with the ſame frame of Spirit, I 
enjoy d them; retule to part with no en- 
joyment, to ſecure this, and tollow all 
the Pomp, and Pleaſure of the V Vorld 
to the Grave, without a fad Heart, or a 
forrowfal Countenance. I- would fit 
down contentedly, in a ſenſe of my Fa- 
ther's Love, though I had nothing elle ; 
yea, reckon 1 had all, it Iwantcd nor 
tis. Rel fatistid it I have but a Father 
in Fleaven, though 1 have aever a Friend 
upon Barth ; ſhew us the Father, and it 
fſufiiceth us. Death it felt ſhould not dif- 
may me ; but be welcomed with Joy and 
Gladneſs, as an Au:iliary (ent from God, 
to give me the Day and Triumph over all 
my Conflitls: To free me from the 


Troubles , and Uneaſincſs of a wretch- 
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ed Life. That takes oft all our Bur- 
dens, ſtrikes the ſweat off our Brow, 
calls us for ever off our war-fare, 
ſounds thc joyful Retreat {rom all our 
Conflicts, trees the Captive without 
Ranſom, diimiſſes the Opprelſed, without 
the conſent of the Opprellor ; ; brings 
— the Baniſhed, in ſpite of the Banith- 
- heals the Sick, without pain of Phy- 
ſick: mends all marred Fortunes ; re- 
airs all Damages and Diſaſters ; makes 
even all Diſorders and Incqualitics ; ne- 
ceſlitatces us to be no more miſerable. The 
duſt of the Grave will dry up our Tears, 
bury all our Cares in Silence and Oblivi- 
on. VVe ſhall have a ſure Repole in 
that Bed of Reſt, and never be put to the 
Hazzard of a Battel more. His everlaſt- 
ing Arms fiand open to receive and 
Crown us, (as ſoon asthe Fight is over) 
m thar quiet Region, where all Evil is ſe- 
oe ated irom us ; no Encmy tO appear a- 
212tt us, NO dif ompolurc, interruption, 
Or end of pcricct Joy, 1ranquility and 
Happineſs. VVhere patient , cheartul, 
enguring hardihip in our F/ arfare, IS rYe- 
COr ded, reckon'd among, our Faith} ul Ser- 
; light Ailictions ior a moment, re- 
warded 
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warded with a far more excceding and 
cternal weight of Glory, VVhere we 
{hall put oft our Z7el/met, and put on our 
Crown ; exchange the w hole Armour of 
God, for Robes and Diadems, Scepters 
and Palms ; Enſigns of Kings, and Con- 
querours. Where are Manj1ons made rea- 
dy for us, that call Fſcarials, Lowvures, 
the ſtatglicſ, proudelt Structures, but 
better modell d Darghi/s, leflening into 
1nconi:derablenels, undiſcernableneis. A 
ſolid ſecure reſting place, atter our weary 
Pilgrimage, in our Fathers TZouſe and 
Love; liable to no Injury, Repair, or De- 
cay , Hazard, or Calamwy;, kin os 
Storm , Thiet, or Moin, Ditturbance , 
Diſinheritanc , or FEjectment. Ware 
he will f awiliarly converſe with, and en- 
tertain all his Domeſticks, his Followers : 
who ſhall be, not as unconcern'd Specta- 
tors, but interreſted Polleſlors, gloriticd 
together with him. Where the Tree of 

Knowledge, thall be without Encloſure : 
And the molt voluptuous Epricuriſm in re- 
ference to it, be innocent. Where there 
thall be neither Ly/, nor forbidden Fruit. 
Where the plcature of Speculation thall 
be without the Toil; and that Maxim 

H 3 be 


» 


166 Tn Tntallible TUay 

be eternally antiquated, He that encrea- 
fes Knowlede, eacreafeth Sorrow. Where 
we ſhall diſcern the apt © onjunctures, and 
admirable Pependancies of things,u hich, 
when acted upon the Stage of thi G World, 
fſcem'd {0 crols, ſo perpiex d, fo full of 
mylter:ous intricacy. Where re ſhall for 
ver contcmplaictiie extent of that All- 
creating. All-raling Power, the princi- 
P1C Of all a9 10N, lite, and motion through 
the whole Creat; on, t; Rat turns the migh- 
ty Wheel ol Providence ' throughout the 
tcrettion of all rim. Where Goodneſs, 
Gr iCE, and Vee. rcy fhnall be fully opened ; 
ancl the dif iculty vanih, of rec onciling 
fatherly Severity, with Love. V/icre af- 


cer all diſcompoſurcs lire, our Spirits 


hall return to a conſiſtency; and the 
{ame invariable appearances of Glory, be 
always preſent, without being ſulied , 
obſcured, or in a declination. Where 
the Law of Sin, ſhall never check the 
Law of God ; but all rebellious Reluctan- 
cies, Contentions , Contradictions ceaſe 
jor ever. No more Reproaches, Op- 
preſſions, or Perſecutions. No more 
talſe Accuſations, halings into Priſons, 
draggings before Tribunals. No more 
wandring 
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wandring into Deſarts, in Sheep-skins, in 
Goat-skins, in Dens, and Caves of the 
Earth. All Infirmities, ſinful Inclinati- 
ons, and Indiſpoſitions, unmortified Cor- 
ruptions , tumultuous Paſlions, Storms, 
and Tempelts, Fears, and Cares, Pains, 
Difeaſes, Diſtempers, and Uneaſlineſles, 
are wholly cured and removed, have 
now found a Period, are for ever vanith'd 


and done away. 


En- 
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Fear of Fi Ire, 


And ( the uſual Eiles of it ) 


POVERTY. 
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] will both lay me down in peace, and ſleep : 
For thou Lord only makeſt me dwell in 


ſafety. 


Nnumerable Evils moleſt and afflict 
the Ungodly: The troubleſome 
Companions of Fears, and Jealoulics, 
and diſmal Apprehenſions; croud 1n, 

ſurprize, and continually haunt them., 

when they have no others : Deprive 
them 
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them of, or diſturb - their natural Reſt. 
Their Sleep 1s broken, or departs from 
them. They are no where fate and [ree 
from Fear, or inſenſ{1ble of their Danger ; 

always expoſed to zt ( being under Di- 
vine Difpleaſure ) and diſcharged irom 
all kind of Protection. Neither God, 
nor Angels, undertake to detend, or pre- 
ſerve them, or theirs. Whilſt thoſe that 
are truly Good; of the ſame Spirit, and in 
the fame Condition with David; have a 
full perſwaſion that they are reconciled 
to God, in his Love and Favour, under 
the light of his Countenance : They arc 
on good grounds, free trom all inordi- 
nate Diſturbances, and Diſquietments of 
Soul : And enjoy a Serenity both of Szaze 
and Mind. It's not enough for us that 
we are /afe, unleſs we think our ſelves ſo: 
That we have freedom and ſafety of Spi- 
rit, and of Condition; both which arc 
the gift of God, to thoſe who caſt all 
their care and tear, place all their confi- 
dence on him, rely upon his Providence 
and Protection, who only ſuſtains, ſup 
ports, and upholds ther, and their Ha- 
bitations : Is the cauſe of their fearle(- 
neſs, and ſecurity : Pacities, and quiets, 
H 5 whe, 
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when nothing elſe will, or can : Cauits 
them to be unconcern'd for probable Ca- 
lamities : To be mindful of nothing but 
their Duty; as knowing, their God whom 
they ſerve, is able to. deliver them, and 
that he will deliver them (a). That 
they ſecurely compole themſclves, with 
the Man aſter Gods own heart, ſaying, 
will both lay me down in peace, and /leep ; 
for thou Lord only makeſt me to dwell in 
ſafety. | 

They are fully ſatisfied of his Aﬀection 
towards them, his continual Care of 
them, his Providence over them. That 
their Helper 1s always with them, ncarer 
than their Danger, and when in the midſt 
of 1t, they arc under the ſhadow of his 
Wings. 'I hat all Elements are comman- 
ded and reſtrained by him. That all 
things arc in his Power, and at his Diſ- 
poſal : And that he will neither do, nor 
juffer any thing, but what ſhall make 
molt tor zheir good and bencfit. That 
nothing comes by blind Chance and Ne- 
ceility. That all things are managed , 
and diſfpoied. by Soveraign Reaſon, and 
VViliom; whoſe eye 1s always upon 

(4) Dan. 3. 17. 

them, 
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them, who is engaged to proteQ and ſuc- 
cour them. VVhat then can happen, 
rhat ſhould moleſt or diſpieaſe them 
How can he taat firmly believes him mott 
powerful and able, moſt kind and willing, 
ever preſent, and ready to help him, be 
in any cale diſconfolate 2 Or deſpair of 
ſeaſonable Relict > Or take any thing a- 
mifs, as if it could happen #etter, than, 
as infinite Goodneſs pleaterh, and inft- 
nite Wiſdom determines? Zhat's beſt, 
which is the work of God. The World 
cannot be better at this inſtant, than it 
is': Nor any thing (which is the work of 
God) better ; becauſe it 1s as he willetl 
it to be : But when he changeth them, 
TOO then be beſt, that they are 'chang- 
cd. 
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Ve ſhould therefore, not only be ſa- 
tihed with, and acquieſce in, but praiſe 
and adore all Occurrences of Divine Pro-. 
vidence, how diſtaſteful foever to ſenſe : 
concluding, a juſt and reaſonable cauſe 
lyeth under them ; tho indiſcernable to 
us. Hecan do us no wrong, it he: would; 
{uch 1s his cflential holinefs ; he would do 
ns no wrong if he could, fuch is his-inf- 
nite juſtice; He will do —_— but 
WiLAt SS: 
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what's conſiſtent with infinite VViſdom, 
Goodneſs, Mercy, and every Perfe&tion ; 
How unreaſonable then is it, not to ſub- 


mit to all theſe 2 If the 07/7 of the Saints 


in Heaven were not perfectly conform'd 
to the V Vill of God, they could not be 
free from Miſery : Abraham would be e- 
ver and anon grieving to think of Dzves, 
and others in his diretul State. It's our 
periection, caſe, and happineſs , chear- 
tully to comply with, and reter all to the 
good pleaſure of Almighty God. It we 
make his V Vill, our own, we ſhall have 
all things we deſire: Command all E- 
vents, bear the loſs of any thing without 
repining againſt him, who indeed, 1s the 
truc Proprictor. We ſhall never difter with 
aim about that whichis his own. We thall 
have peace with him, and within whatſo- 
eyer we undergo. As willingly ſufferany 
thing from hum, as for him. "That wiuch 
1s grievous to particular perſons, may be 
g00d for the Publick ; grievous to the 
Body, £ood for the Soul; grievous at 
preſent, good tor the future, though we 
tee it not now. No evil can bcial him 
that wholly reſigns himſclt, and all he 
nath, to the V Vill of God, 

IWho 
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ho ſhould rule the VVorld, but he 
that made it, that upholds it by the Word 
of his Power ? Or diſpoſe of us and ours, 
but him whole we are, 1n whom we be- 
lieve, and whom we ſerve? V Vho, or 
whatſoever the Inſtruments are, it's e- 
nough for us, that, the Lord giveth, and 
the Lord taketh (4). Fe deftributeth to 
every Man, even, as he will, The Lord 
maketh poor, and maketh rich ; he bring- 
eth low, and lifteth up (c). Shall there 
be evil ina City, xs the Lord hath not 
done it > He cauſeth it to Rain upon one 
City, and not upon another (4), upon 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and not upon Zoar 
(2). VVhat Houſes or Goods in it, to 
be conſum'd, or preſerv'd 2 There's ſuch 
an Hedge abour the Perſon, and Subſtance 
of every good Man; about him, and a= 
bout his Flouſe, and about all that be hath, 
on every fide, that none of them can be 
touched without divine permillion ( f ), 
Fire, aud Fail, Snow, and Vapour, ſtormy 
Wind $. hile laying waſte, are ) fulfil- 
lins his Word. (g). VV ho {aith unto 
them, tra: hall ye go, and no tur- 

(5) Job 1.21. (c) 1 Sm. 2.7. (4) Am. 3.6. and 4.7. 


(e) Gen.19.21, ©s. (f) Job 1.10. (g) Plal 148:8- 
ther, 
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ther. All Creatures, Elements, wicked 
Men, have no power at-all againſt us, ex- 
cept it be given them trom above (+). 
Our FZouſes as well as.our moſt Minute- 
parts ( the Hairs-of our Head ) are under 
the protection of the ſame all-watchful 
Providence : VVhen we make them 
Churches (i), he will make them Sandtua- 
ries, places of Safety , and Retuge to 
us (#). 

The Cattle as well as fants , are 
brought in by God,. as an Argument to 
ſpare Nineveh (1). He regardeth what- 
ſoever he hath made. He preſerveth 
Man and Beaſt (m), particularly is ſtiled 
the preſerver of Men (n). The Saviour 
of all Men, ſpecially of thoſe that believe 
(o). The Guardian and Protector of all 

ood Men. He will never in the leaſt 
negle&t them, much leſs abandon the 
Care of them (p). 

So far as Temporals are good for them, 
he hath as much fecured to them, as eter- 
nal life. Ze will gzve Grace and Glory, no 
good thing will he with-hold from them that 


(4) John 19.11. (4) Rom. 16.5. (4) Ifa.8.14. (1) Jon. 
4:11. (») Plal.36-6, (n) job 7.20, (o) 1 Tim-4.10. (p) 


Heb.13.5. 1 
| wa 
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walk uprightly. They that ſeek the Lord, 
ſhall not want any good thing (q). Lay not 
wait, O wicked Man, againſt the” dwelling 
of the righteous ; ſpoil not his reſting pla- 
ces (r). When thou lieft down, thou ſhalt 
not be afraid;. yea , thou ſhalt lie down, 
and thy ſleep ſhall be ſweet (s). My pev- 
ple ſhall dwell in a peaceable Habitation, 
and in fure dwellings, and in quiet reſting 
places (t). Judah ſhall be ſaved, and It- 
racl /hall dwell ſafely(u). He that heark- 
neth unto me ſhall dwell ſafely, and ſhall 
be quiet from fear of evil (w)., Whoſo 
putteth his truſt in the Lord ſhall be ſafe 
(x). The Angel of the Lord encampeth 
round about them that fear him, and deli- 
wvereth them( y). Behold, he that keepeth 
Iſrael, ſhall neither ſlumber nor fleep (z). 
(They muſt needs be fate, whom God 
keeps.) The ſalvation of the righteous 15 
of the Lord, he is their ſtrength in the time 
of trouble, and the Lord ſhall help them, 
and deliver them, becauſe they truſt in him 
(a). The Lord is a ſtrong hold in the day 
of Trouble, and he knoweth them that truſt 
(4) Pſal.84.11. and 34.10. (r) Pro.24-15. (5) Pro. 
3-24. (7) Ifa.32.18. («) Jer. 23.6. (w) Pro. 1.33. (x) 
Pro. 29.25. ( 3) Pfal.34.7. (&) Plabiz.v.3,4,5- (a) Plal, 

I7- 39, Oc. | 
7H 
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in him (6b). Hethat's aſſured theſe de- : 
clarations and promiſes, were not made | 
to mock, or deceive him, but ſeriouſly 
made, and will. certainly be pertorm'd, 
How free muſt his mind be from all foli- 
citude, and anxiety 2 How ſteady a calm, 
how ſweet a ſerenity, will a firm belief, 
ſpread over his Soul, in regard of all con- 
tingencies and diſaſters? Could we but as 
ftedfaſily believe his Promiſes, as he will 
certainly perform them, to them that do ; 
they would as much refreſh us, as their 
performance could, 

The  bleſſedneſs of the righteous here , 
conſiſts, not in freedom from ſuffering, 
but ſatisfaction under it. Behold , we 
count them happy which endure. Bleſſed 1s 
the Man that endureth temptation (c), Be- 
hold, happy is the Man whom God corretteth 
(d). Take my Brethren, the Prophets Cand 
Apoſtles) for au example of ſuffering affli- 
dion, and of patience (e), VVho were, 
as ſorrowful, yet always rejoycing ; as poor, 
yet making many rich, as having nothing, 
and yet poſſeſſing all things ( f ). As it 
they had only the ſhadow of evil, but 
M4 wing 7, 1 orion F, 12, (4) Jobs. 17. 

really 
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really the /ub/tance of all zood, VVhen 
he {ces it beft tor us, not to preſerve us 
from, he will ſupport us under ( as great 
a mercy as to be delivered out ) comfort 
us in, reward us tor, all our Tribulations. 
His grace ſhall be ſufficient for us (g). He 
will not ſuffer us to be tempted above that 
we areable ; but will with the temptatt- 
on allo make a way to eſcape, that we 
may be able to bearit (hb). He hath com- 
manded us to be careful for nothing (1). 
To caſt all our care upon him, becauſe he 
careth for us (k), All the paths of the 
Lord are mercy and truth, unto ſuch as 
keep his covenant, and his teſtimonies. His 
delight 1s in them that fear him, and put 
their truſt in his mercy. And upon theſe 
terms we may plead it with, and expect 
it from him. Preſerve me for I am holy, 
ſave thy ſervant that putteth his truſt in 
thee. I am thine, ſave me(l!), Hehath 
promiſed to give us contented minds un- 
der all lis dealings with us. The fear of 
the Lord tendeth to life, and he that hath 
it, ſhall abide ſatisfied : He ſhall not be 
viſited with evil, his Soul ſhall dwell at 


(e) 2 Cor. 12. 9. (hb) 1 Cor.10.13. (7) Phil. 4.6. (&) 
1 Pet 5.7. (1) Pſ25.10.147.11. and 86.2. 
eaſe 
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eaſe (m). Thou wilt keep him in perfett 
peace whoſe mind 1s ſtayed on thee ; becauſe 
he truſteth in thee (2). 

A dejetted ſpirit lives much beneath the 
rate of Chriſtian Principles and Priviledg- 
es. There's a holy chearfulneſs and 
greatneſs of Mind, that becomes the 
ſaddeſt Providence. At deſtruttion and 
famine thou ſhalt laugh(o), VVhen in 
the habitual bent of our Souls, we de- 
ſire to pleaſe God, we are to diſcharge 
our ſelves of all unſutable Cares ; and a- 
bandon all ſuſpitious hard thoughts of 
him. Be deeply concern'd for his Con- 
cernments, without any apprehenſion, or 
tear, that he will neglect zhoſe which are 
moſt truly ours. Can Men excel God 
in praiſe-worthy Actions? Any one Re- 
ation (as Father, Friend, Husband, Bro- 
ther, Sc, ) where there's Aﬀetion, is a 
great ſecurity tor our truſt, How much 
more then when they meet all in one ? 
VVill he not take care of his own, who 
hath put ſo ill a note on them that donor, 
to be worſe than Infidels ( p)? Religion 
lies much in truſling God, and living a 

(m) Prov.19.23. Pf, 25. 13. (») Ifa.26.3. (o) Job 5. 


22+ (p) 1 Tin 5.8, 
a life 
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i life of Faith. They ſtrangely miſtake 
ir, that think it conſiſts in doubts, dt- 
{truils, and iearss When Berromewus was 
cold of fome that lay in wait for Jus 
Lite, he cheartully anſwered , An Deus 
jt in Mundo pro nibil> What, is God in 
the World for nought 2 Paulus Camilius 
being made the Roman Gene: al ; as ſoon 
a5 he came to the Camp, every one was 
torward to give him their Advice; Fave 
you a Care ( faith he to them ) but to fight 
well, and I'/ take care of the reſt, Our 
Daty is, faithfully to diſcharge zt, and to 
let God alone to take Care of us, and 
ours ; as being propt with an Arm upon 
which all the Crowns of the Earth might 
Repole the care of their conſervation. 
What can diſcompoſe him , who 
knows himſelf (if he pleaſes) immovea- 
bly happy. That his beſt Goods are fe- 
cure jrom-all attaques, and beyond the 
reach of any misfortune. That, deſi- 
ring what 15 beſt, he cannot fail of Jus 
delire. The defire of the righteous ſhall 
be granted (q). That (himſch except- 
ed) all the World cannot wrong, or hurt 
him. Zhere ſhall uo evil happen to the 


(4) Prov. 10. 24. 
juſt 
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juſt (r). If he be rendered harbourleſs, 
thinks it not ſlrange concerning the ftery 
Tryal, which 1s to try him, as though 
fome ſtrange thing happened unto him 
(s). Our Lord agd Maſter had not 
where to lay his head (7), His faithful 
Followers, of whom the World was not 
worthy , wandered in Defarts, and in 
Mountains, and in Dens and Caves of 
the Earth, (4) and had no certain Dwel- 
ling-place (w). And took joytully the 
ipoiling of their Goods, knowing in them- 
ſelves that they had in Heaven, a better, 
and an enduring ſubſtance (x). Pover- 
ty is made eafre, by a contented mind, a 
trouble by envy at more plentiful For- 
tunes. Why ſhould we much value thoſe 
ſplendid toys, that ſordid traſh, whicl1 
Men ſo eagerly purſue 2 Or amuſe our 
ſelves with trivial matters ; 7mpertinert at 
leaſt, if not prejudicial to our main Con- 
cern 2 What are our Bodies too rauch pam- 
pered, but as ſo many reeking Dung- 
hills, annoying our Souls, with ill,fteams, 
and vapours? Are we fitter for any Ser- 
vice of God or Man, for having more 


(r) Prov. 12.27. (s) 1 Pet. 4.12. (:) Mat. 8.20. («) 
Heb 11.38. (») 1 Cor.4.11. (x) Heb.10.34+ 


than 
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than will ſatisfie hunger > And we under- 
value, diſhonour, reproach, our heaven- 
ly Father, to /9ubt of Neceſſaries : Hired 
Servants have Bread enough and to ſpare, 
in a good Man's Houſe ( y). The great 
Houſe-keeper- of the World, will not 
{ſtarve any of his Family. The young 
Lyons ſcek their Meat trom God ; what 
they gather, or meet with in their pur- 
{uit, 15Iis Gift to them. He giveth to 
the Beaſt his Food, and to the young 
Ravens (Birds of prey) when they cry 
(2), of as ſmall value as Sparrows are, 
not one of them are forgotten betore 
God (a). Hethat feeds the Fowls of the 
Air, and cloaths the Graſs of the Field, 
will not ſtarve us, though unable, it 
willing, to toil or ſpin, ſow, or reap, or 
gather into Barns. He never ſuffers thoſe 
of a diligent hand, a frugal, merciful 
diſpoſition, to want ( tho' he may, pride, 
prodigality , idleneſs.) David, when 
old, had ever ſeen the Righteous forſa- 
ken,nor his (righteous) Seed begging Bread 
(4), He makes their Enemies to be at 
pcace with them, to be kind unto them . 


(y) Lu.15. 17. (z) PL 104-27. and 147.9. (s) Lu. 
12,6, (9) Plal. 37.25. 
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To be pittied of thoſe that carry them 
away Captive (c). And the barbarous 
People to ſhew tliem no little kindnets 
(4). 
We ſhall be ſatisfied with what the fire 
leaves, if, having Food and Rayment, 
we can (as we ought) be therewith con- 
tent (e). Jacob indented with God tor 
no more than Bread to eat, Rayment to 
pat on ( f ). Agar prays only tor Food 
convenient, and deprecates Riches (g). 4 
hundred that were the Lord's Prophets , 
lived in a Cave with Bread and Water 


(hb. The ſſraelites for their murmuring, | 


when they enjoy 'd that, were deſtroy'd of 
the deſtroyer (7). What a Feaſt would 
a BelJy-full of it been, when an Aſles 
Head was ſold for fourſcore Pieces of S1l- 


'ver; And the fourth part of a Cab of 


Doves Dung, for five Pieces of Silver 
(4)? Are we better than Lazarus, who 
would have been glad of the Crums that 
tell from the rich Man's Table 2 Than 
John the Baptiſt, who was cloathed in 
Camels-Hair, a leathern Girdle about lus 


(c) Pal. 106.46. (da) As 28-2. (e) r Tim. 6.8. (f) 
Gen. 28.20. (gz) Prov. 30,8. (þ) 1Kin.18.4. (7) 1 Cor. 
60. 10. (k) 2 kin. Gag, ; 
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Loyns, his Meat, Locuils, and wild Ho- 
ney ? Would the habit of ſheep-skins, and 
goat-shins , become us worle than the 
Primitive Worthies (1) 2 Shall we not be 
content with mean, with any Dwellings ; 
when Dens and Caves ſatisfied better than 
we? How many wandred torty years 11 
a barren Wilderneſs, having no Houles ; 

rejoycing in tius, Lard, thou haſt been our 
divelling-place in all zenerations (m ). Mean 
and old Cloaths will ferve us ( it did 
them ) well cnovgh, while we are aſſured 
we.are trgvelling to the Land of Promiſe : 
The lines are falley ( we ſhall then fay ) 


unto us, in a pleaſant place, yea, we have 


a good! ly Heritage (1). 

He takes Iumielt here, to have no abi- 
ding Habitation, no Treaſure, or conlt- 
derable Intereſt, no coatinuing City. 
That he 1s out of his Element, and reſt- 
ing place; a Pilgrim, a Stranger, a Sox 
Journer, in alla We towards his true home ; 
wither his detires and hopes do all tend ; 
where his main concern and felicity lies, 
the great object of his affection, love, 
and ciicem reitdes. And they that ſay 
ſach things, declare plainly, that tot 


(!) tHleb.ii-37. (ww) Pl.go.t. () PL16.6. 
qa 
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a Country, that is, an Heavenly. Where- 
fore, God is not aſhamed to be called their 
God, for he hath prepared for them a City, 
(0). An Houſe not made with Hands, 
cternal in the Heavens; (and O how ex- 
cellent and glorious ! ) that hath the Om- 
nipotent God, the Founder of it; infi- 
nite Wiſdom , and Power to contrive 
and ereCt it; infinite Treaſure and Glory, 
to enrich, adorn, and beautifie it. As 
far tranſcending all carthly Glory and 
Happineſs, as the curious Frame of Hea- 
ven and Earth, exccls the clay Cottages 
made with hands by Men. 

To ihe deadueſs of our Faith, to our Tufts 
delity, aud Inſtucerity, are. all our Fears 
to be imputed. We do not believe in God, 
his Preſence with us, Iis Providence over 
us. We are not fully perſwaded of his 
good will unto us, his particular care of | 
us. We do not confide in his help ; not 
rely on his word ; we have not reſpect 
to the recompence of. Reward. /f you 
will not believe, ſurely you ſhall nct be & | 
ftabliſhed (Þ). O precious Faith working, | 
by Love ! that would create a juſt indit- F 
ferency and unconcernednets, as to alj | 

(c) Heb.r1.14,16. (p) Ila.7.9. 
ſ\ublu- 


the Fear of Fire. is; 


ſublunary things: And fix qur minds a- 
bove, where true undilturbed reſt, 1s on- 
ly to be found : Make us conclude our 
telves fate at all times, and notwithitanc- 
ing all hazards. Carry us with inlupera- 
ble conſtancy , through all difficultics 
and dangers : Steel us againll a all perplex- 
ing apprehenſions : Vanquiſh all {laviſh 
tears : Prevent all immoderate deſires of 
carthly enjoyments : Allay all our Scr- 
rows tor their diſſolution. 
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Je ſhall not be Ts of Evil-Tidings : 
His Heart is fixed, truſting in the 
Lord. 


F N Times of rr and Perplexity, 
ariſing through the proſpect and 
prognoſtics ot approaching Miſc- 
ries; when Mens Kearts are failing 

them tor Fear, and lor looking aitcr thoie 

things that are cc ming upon them : 
There's nothing morc ci:raulc than in- 
ward Reff and Peace, which they can nc-| 


vcr polleis, who enceriain Evil. Tidings * 


With 
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with dilmated Minds, and have nothing 
to truit to, or reft upon, but what may 
be damaged or taken from them. Fear 
of future Troable 1s the great difturber of 
Humane Life ; moleſts our quiet hours 
with dilmal apprehenſions; prevents not, 
nor caſes an expected C alamitv ; tor- 

3ents us before it comes, more than the 
Calamity it felt ; renders us more unable 
to bear, and encreaſes the preſent Bur- 


then, by adding to it all that poii.bly we 


may undergo. *Fis theretore no incon- 
ſiderable part of his Prerogative and 
Happineſs , that feareth the Lord, that 
delighteth Cre itly in hs Commune ( a)c 
T hat he is af q * _ ciiablih'd *pirir 

Jixed tor all Efſays ; to ſtand firm, to re 

tain the quict w {orenity of his Soul 
notwithſtanding all occurrences, and Dit- 
allers ; though” all about him be in 2 
Combvultion.: Immutably retolv'd to 
maintain ws Station, notwithiianding all 
tie attempts made to beat him from it ; 
1 hough ai 1oft ſhould encaip anainſt me 

my Heart ſhall not fear thouzh ar 


ſhould rife again! me, int! is ill] be con- 
fident (b). Plots, or Inv 110ns, threat- 


(a) Ver. 1. (6) PL 27 3: 
"4 ning 
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ning Devallation, Ruin, and general Ne- 
fruction, move not, nor invade his pi- 
ous armed Brealt, which is proot againſt 
all thoſe occaſions which unſettle, and 
tranſport all others; they ſhall leave him 
a5 they f:nd him, crect, ſettled, not to 
te moved by them. The Tranquility 
of his mind he will hold faſt, and not 
let it go, nothing fhall diſturb him fo 
long as he hives. He Javghs at all thoſe 
fooliſh Amuſements, to which others a- 
bandon themſelves; and lives-as comftor- 
tablv, notwithſianding all ſtorms and in- 
CONnVeniencics, as others in the moſt ſe- 


ene undiflurbed State. A perpetual na- 


tural goodneſs, is neither diminiſhed nor 
ſhaken with any caſualty or diſappoint- 
ment : The Righteous 1s an everlaſting Foun- 
dation (c), Heiails along this tempeſtu- 
ous Sea, where one Wave 1s perpetually 
preiling upon the neck of another, with 
an even, calm, {crene Soul : Entertains 
the ficrceit 1hreatning with an unthaken 
mind: Stands unmov d, when all things 
arc {laggering and recling into diſorder 
ind coniulton : Fearletly beholds an a- 
$aiting danger, Is priviledg'd againit 
"e/ Prov; 10: 25; 


the 


| 


| 
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the dread of thoſe appr Oaciing Storins 
which a iright and alzr. 1 all the Worla, 
Fe thal! not be afr ail of Fuil- Tidings, C CC. 
For, he ſettles thete tizumgs in his Heart, 
'F hart, 

(1.) Feared Evil, Peraduoture may :.0! 
come : Or not come nit bim {a ). Jmpen- 
dent Judgments may blow over, be war- 
ded oT; the liland del: vered by the PuUre- 
neſs ot his Hans (e). God may repent 
him of the Evil that he had ſaid he would 


f\ dounto it, and not do it ( f ). However, 


% 


publick Calamities arenever 10 particul af; 
as to reach every ladividual. God al- 
ways in Judgment remembers Mercy 
Charges the Leſtroyer not to come ah 
any, on whom is the mark (g) When 
a Nation 1s ripe for Ruin, the Harvelt- 
man gathercth the Corn, and reapeth 
the Ears, with his Arms, leaning Grapes 
ihall be le: tin it, Sc. OB, It may be, 
he thall be inthe number of the fey that 
ſhail be hid in the day of the Lord's An- 
ger, as flanding Monuments of Divine 
Conduct and Sate-guard, 

(2.) His main Concern is ſecured and out 


a) Pſal.91.7. (c) Job 22.30; (f) Jon.3.10. (8) Ex- 
12.13, Ez.9.6. (bh) lta.17.5,6. 
i Þ of 


190 Encotrancinent againt 


of davger. Heis Rich in Faith (4). Rich 

IN goo! Works /). Rich towards God 
(nm). His Life is hid with Chriſt in God 
Un). Eternal fe, ſupernatural Goods 

are incorrntible, independent on For- 
tune, cane to conſerve, not liable to ſpoil, 
or a vioJent hand. External Comforts 
or Crolles make little acceſiion to, or di- 
minurion tromae fatista tion and fere- 
nity of Iis Spirit. "Tis better not to 
xeed, tobe above, than ez joy Abundance. 
All is well, as long as it 1s well within. 
When Simeon had Chriſt in his Arms, and 
Zacheus Chriſt in his Houſe, how little 
were they taken . with, or concerned 
tor oth:r things 2 Flis real wants he pre- 
fimes thall be ſupply'd. God will net 
toriake us in our honeſt Endeavours: He 
hath ways to help, when viſible ſupplies 
are removed oat of the view of ſenſe. And 
a {ittte ſuffices, if God give no more. 
ftis A!/pwance 1s enough tor the Service 
and Honour he exnects from us, to ſu- 
{tain us 11 our Journcy toa better Lite, 
It's not abundance Men need, but futisfed 
minds. Flaving ( barc ) Food and feats 
- (&) Ja. 2.5. (!)) x Tun. 6. 18. ({m} Luke 12. 21. (n) 


:01.3. 3+ 
went, 
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ment , let us be therewith Content (0), 
The continuance of that he reckons wu 
reat favour, a new engagement (P ), 
For much. Wealth, none are nearer Hap- 
pineſs, nor further ſrom the Grave. *Ere 
long, all are turn'd out of the World, as 
naked as they came into it ; and a little 
time, ſhould make but a little diflerence; 
Ir's our ereat Impertection to diſlike the: 
perfect Will of God. Two ttraight things 
apply d together, cloſe all along; that 
which cloſeth not with what is {iraight, 
muſt necds be crooked, God is too j/? 
to do us wrong, too good to to us hurt. 
and too wiſe not ro know wh will dc 
us good or hurr, Theretore hs Clildren 
reter all to him, to "liſa e of them and 
theirs, They capitulate not with him 
what they will have, how muck only 
they w ll ſuffer ; but reſolve all into his 
will and pleat ure, be it never fo diſinal 
and atflictive : Though thou haſt fore bro- 
hen us in the place of dragons, and covered 
us with the ſhadow of Death, &c, All this 
1,come upon us, yet have we not forgotten 
thee, neither Te we dealt fallly in thy Co- 


(0) 1 Tim. 6.8..(p) Gen. 28. 20, cc. 
L 4 venant 


192 Encouragement againſt 


venant (q). "Tis enovgh for them tht 
there 15 a God (r), who watches | over, 
hath a particular care of them (s), that 
will not be prodigal of their Lives, and 
Comtorts ; but uſe them to his Glory, 
and their greateſt Honour, Gain, and 
Satisfaction at the lait. That, not an 
hair of their head can fall without his 
Providence (#), much leſs the head it 
ielt. That nothing befalls them but in 
mercy, for their good, (better than if it 
had bcen otherwite) which he hath pro- 
misd them in all his dealings towards 
tem, that all {hall go well with them, or 
end well for them. That he will not 
leave them to inſupportable difticultics 
(4). That (maugre the malice of Men 
or Devils) he will guide them to eternal 
life (w), and we may well It him take 
his own method to bring us thither. Such 
great Spirits as his, welcome, if not long 
tor an opportunity to 'try their {lrength, 
and ſhew their Courage, how they can 
maintain their joy and fatistation in 
God, though deititute, and deprived of 
() PO). 44.19, &c. (r) Heb. 11.6. Cs) 1 Pet.s.7. (t) 


Mar. 10.30. («) Pal.37.23,24. 1 Cor. 10.13. 2 Cor. 4. 
6, Oc, (w) Luke 12.32. F 
a 
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all Creature ſupports and comforts (x ). 
He arms himſelf with the ſame mind of 
thoſe worthy Flero's, who are gone before 
him ; the comple&tion and conſtitution 
of his Soul we find upon record. 7? 7s 
the Lord, let him do what feemeth him 
good ( y)). The people ſpake of toning him, 
but David encouraged himſelf in the Lord 
his God (2), Good is the word of the Lord 
which thou haſt ſpoken (a). The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away, blef 
ſed be the name of the Lord (4). God is 
our refuge aud ſtrength, a very preſent help 
in trouble: Therefore will we not fear , 
though the earth be removed, and though 
the mountains be carried into the midi} of 
the Sea; though the waters thereof roar, 
and be troubled, &c. (c). , They departed 
from the preſence of the Council, rejoycing 
that they were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame 
for his name (d). And took joyfully the 
{poyling of their goods, knowing in them: 


ſelves that they have in Heaven a better, 


and an enduring ſubſtance (e), Although 
the fig-tree ſhall not bloyjjum, neither jhall 


(x) Hab.z.17,18. (y) 1 Sam.3.18. (z) z Sam: 35 6 
(a) 2 Kin. 20.19. (4) Job 1. 21. (c) Via 46 1, &c. (a) 
ACtsS 5.41. (e) Iicb.10.34. 


1-5 fruit 
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fruit be inthe Vines, the labour of the Olive 


ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no 
meat, the flock ſhall be cut off from the 
fold, and there ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls - 
let I will rejoyce in the Lord, I will joy 
in the God of my Salvation ( f ). 

(3.) The great Soveraign of Fleawven 
and Earth governs the World, There are 
no wild accidents of Fortune. Things 
are not left to the Wills of Men, to blind 
Chance, to their own Contingency : 
But are all infpe&ed, guided, and order- 
ed by him with good Advice. However 
things go or varie, he is ſtill the fame, 
and will order all things well. No ſnares, 
intrigues, or difficulties puzzic, or pre- 
vent the ways and purpoſes of God. 
Whatloever Contrivances, and Contuli- 
ons be amongſt Men, he {lll keeps his 
Throne; manages his regal Office ; ne- 
ver lets looſe the Reins of Is Yovern- 
ment of the World, though the Inliru- 
ments 0! his ovcr-ruling Power may be 
gniy of Violence and !njuſtice. Zf thor 


jeeſt the oppreſjion of the poor, and violent 


perverting of judginent and juſtice in a Pro- 
Vince, marvel not at the matter ; for he 


(f ) Hab. 3. 17,18, 
that 
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that 1s higher than the hizhelt, regardeth, 


and there be higher than They (2). The 


Tragical Rents and Revolutions of States. 
and "Kingdoms - the Fate of Ce/far, and 
Pompey ; "the diſappointment of Coun- 
cils, the conſervation of the Capz?o! ; 
the defeats of Armies fletht with long 
lucceſs; the diſrobing of Majelty ; tnc 
pulling atunder the "Thrones of mighty 
Empires ; the numerous Accidents Pand 
Traverſes of humane Lite ; all Trant- 
actions publick and private, depend up- 
on th2 diſpoſing will and pleaſure of God. 
He over-rules all Conſultations, Affairs, 
Deligns, and Endcavours, concerning, 
Kinzdoms and Communities, in ininite- 
Wifdom, as is molt conducing to the ho- 
ly and jult ends of the Divine Govern- 
ment, and good of his People. Can: 
and will, as he fees beit, blaſt and- diſap- 
point tie molt politick Devices, and Max 
chinations, intatuate the prudentelt Conn- 
cils, detcat the tormidableit Army or Ar-- 
mada, and make the Earth help rhe Wo- 
man (+), bring abour his own glorioas, 
_ 19ns, "by what ſeem-d mott to oppo:e: 
it; ta! Ter no more ambitious rage, ſpit? 


(gs) Lecleſ 5.8, (b) Rev. 12:16. 
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and Cruelty, than ſhall conduce to it ; 
Surely the wrath of Man ſhall praiſe thee, 
72e remainder of wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain 
(i). He flilleth the noiſe of the Seas, 
rhe noiſe of their Waves, and the tumult 
of the People (k). tho' they ſeem as un- 
governable as the vaſt Ocean. Saying, 
vitherto ſhalt thou come, but no farther ; 
and here ſhall thy proud waves be /taid 
(1). If he be ſo puntlual and exatt, as to 
wergh the Winds, and meaſure the Waters 
in diſpencing them (m): Much more in 
ordering the Governments, States, and 
Aﬀairs of the World. FZe ruleth by his 
ower for ever, his eyes behold the Nations ; 
let not the rebellious exalt themſelves (1). 
"Tis very unſuitable to the Spirit and 
Power of Religion, to give up all torloſt, 
when {econd cauſes tail, as to divine abt- 
lity and fidelity, tor the accompliſhing 
and effecting of what concerns himſelt 
and us; the Giory of his Name and 
Kingdom, and our Good, as ſubordinate 
and . related thereunto.. And no good 
Man can look for any thing, to the dif- 
honour of his God, and to the real pre- 
(:) Pſal.96.10. (&) Plal65.7. () Job 38.11. (-) Job 

28, 25. (n) Fia1l.66.7. | 
zudice 
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judice of God's great Concern and King- 
dom. Be ſure, his Intereſt ſhall proſper 
more or leſs, and all attempts to under- 
mine it be defeated. The Philiſtins con- 
quered /ſrael, but the Ark conquered the 
Philiſtias, He will have a Church in the 
World, and an Altar in it. The Taber- 
nacle may have its remove, but ſhall ne- 
ver be deſtroyd, till folded up in his 
Sanfuary, We may compoſedly leave 
that to himſelf, which he hath to nearly 
eſpouſed, laid ſonear his own heart. He 
will diſperſe the black Cloud that it fall 
not in a Storm; or bring light out of 
darkneſs, order out of confution, good: 
out of other's thoughts and deſigns of 
evils (o). The Removal, hath been the 


ſpreading of the Goſpel! ; the Blood of 


Martyrs the Seed ot the Church : Profe- 
lyted its Perfecutors, who have leaped 
out of Infidelity, into Martyrdom. Did 
we fee God at the exd of Cauſes , we: 
could no more murmur at luis Providence, 
than we can againſt his Creatzon, Shall 
we preſcribe Rules to that Soveraign , 
how to at, that are unable to pre- 
{cribe our own Remedy 2 We may well 


(o) Gen.50.20, 


truſt 
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truſt. him to rale the World, who hath 
done it nigh Six Thouſand whos with- 
out committing ne Error or over-i1ght. 
Rejoycing that he nathan anquaitions 
ſuperintendenc cy over all the Beings, Mo- 
tions, and Actions of his Creatures. Say 
among the TTeathen, that the T.ord reign- 
eth, "Tot the Earth rejoyce, let the multitude 
of the Mes ( which are moſt ſubje to 
Tempeils, Inundations, changes in the 
Air and State ) be g. id thereof (p). Be 
they never ſo much in danger, by reaſon 
of their infolent ( . in appearance ) proſ- 
perous Enemies : 'Uhough their Advanta- 
ges be great, tivir Contrivances ſubry, 
their Detiigns crucl, thcir Endeavours vi- 
gorous; though every one ſcum to be tor 
*them, and 292117 his Scrvants : Though 
all look black and thick about them ; 
and nothing viitble, but Bones exceeding 
dry, and ſcattered in the Vallzy ; though 
Machiavel himſclt proj jects and contrives, 
and Achitoprel joyn in Counſel with him : 
Though Sexacherib provides a formidable 
Hoſt ; and Radjhecah coniidently taunt : 
Though the Plot be deep, and the Exc- 
cution tudden, tlie Train laid, the Match 
lighted, the Obllacle removed : Though 


(p) Plal.96.10, and 99.1. 
the 


w— 
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the Thrſe be prepared to the Battel ; and 
the Lot cait into the Lap, the end and 
difpolal of all is of the Lord (q) Ze that 
is our God, isihe God of Salvation( which 
is oiten the laſt ftroak upon David's 
Harp ) and unto God the Lord belong the 
iſſues from Death (r ). 

(4.) The Foundation of his Reſt is firm, 
and immovable. He repoles his Soul up- 
on the Rock of Ages. Having done e&- 
very thing he can, or 1s obliged to do 
by his duty, he fits down under his ſha- 
dow with great delight, and waits the 
ſucceſs in Faith, and Hope ; with per- 
fect reſignation to his wile and juit ap- 
pointment in all things, who hath a par- 


ticular care of thoſe that place their 
truſt, afttance, and acquieſcence of mind 


in him : That lupport themſelves againſt 
all tears, upon account of his All-ſuſhci- 
ency ; that he takes notice of their con- 
dition, 1s able to, and will order all for 
the beſt: That nothing befalls them 
without his knowledge ; his allowance 
of it, his being concerned tor 1t. For 
the eyes of the Lord run to and fro, 
throuthout the whole Earth, 'to ſhew him- 


(4), Frov.16.33. and 21-31. (r) Pfal. 68.20. | 
ſeif 
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himſelf ſtrong in the behalf of them, whoſe 
heart is perfect towards him (s). All his 
Saints are in his haud (t ). He will keep 
the feet of his Saints ( 1). Fre draweth 
not his eye from the righteous (w), He 
hath as it were pickt and cull'd them out 
of the reſt of the World, for his ſpecial 
Friends and Favourites: The Lord hath 
ſer apart him that js godly for himſelf (x ), 
and will ſeaſonably interpole for their ſuc- 
cour 1n their greatclt exigences: [x the 
mount of the Lord it ſhall be ſeen ( y). 

To preterve them amidtt all dangers Ea 
difficulties : When thou paſſe/t through the 

Waters, I will be with thee ; and through 
the Rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee ; 
and when thou walkeſt throuzh the Fire, 

thou ſhalt uot be burut, neither ſhall the 
flame kindle upon thee (z ). None of them 
that truſt in him (that lean upon him, that 
reter themſelves to him) /ha!l be deſolate, 

But ſhall be as Mount Sion, which cannot 
be removed, but abideth for ever. As the 
Mountains are round aboit Jeruſalem, /0 
the Lord is round about his People, from 


(-) 2 Chr 16.9. (:) Deut. 33.3. (s) 1 Sam. 29, (w) 
Job 25.7. (-) Plal.4.3- (9) Gen 22.14. (2) 114.43.2. 


bence- 
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renceforth, even for ever ( a ). It the 
Bride-grvom cannot cafl off, neglect, 
diſregard his beloved Spoule ; nor the 
tender F 1tNer, his dear Children ; nor a 
Man of Unoerſtanding, his Portion, his 
Jewels, his Friends, the beloved of his 
Soul ; not willin; oly expoſe the tenderc{t 
part about im, the Apple of his Eye, to 
danger; God mull always exerciſe a ſpe- 
cial Care for his people. 7he name of the 
Lord is a ſiroug, Tower, the righteous runs 
neth into it aud is ſafe c b). They that be 
with us ( two Men only ) are more than 
they that be with them (c). The whole 
Militia of Heaven is on their ſide (4), 
and he that keepeth Iſrael, who veither 
flumbers nor ſleeps (e). And therefore 
when a Storm is towards, he familiarly 
invites them tn, for ſhelter : quietly to re- 
pole themſtlves in his protecting Provi- 
dence; excluding all diffident thoughts : 
As *twere takes them” by the hand, and 
conducts them into a place of fatety , 
Come my People, enter thou into thy Cham- 
bers, and ſhut thy doors about thee ; hide 


(a) Pal. 34.22 and 125. 1, 2. (6) Prov.18.10. (c) 
2 kale 16. (4) Pſal. 34.7. Heb. 1.14. (e) Plat. 
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thy ſelf as it were for a little moment, un- 
til the indignation be over-paſt ( f ). Where 
they ſhall be out of reach; as ſafe and 
ſecure, as in an impregnable well provi- 
ded Fort, or place of Detence, and not 
fail of all Necdiuls provided tor them , 
He ſhall dwell on high; his place of defence 
ſhall be the munition of Rocks ; Bread ſhall 
be given him, bis waters ſhall be ſure [g]. 
They who continually make God their 
defence , that truſt to his protection ; 
rely and caſt themſcives upon hum tor 
ſafcti,, thall find him a ſure ſate-guard : 
They are his particular Care and Charge, 
under his ſpecial Providence and Detence, 
ſecurefrom all hurt and danger : He that 
dwelleth in the ſecret place of the maſt 
high, ſhall abidle under the ſhadow of the 
almighty, Fle ſhall cover thee with his 
feathers, and under his wings ſhalt thou 
zruſt [þ] : An alluſion to Fowls who ho- 
ver over their young, running under, 
committing themſelves to the deience of 
their Wings for faicty, when danger 
threatens them ; and they that would 
be fate under God's, muit not only pleaſe 
(f ) Ifh. 26. 2a. [g] Ia. 33. 16. and 65. 13, 14. [4] 
Pſal. 91. 1, 4. 
them- 
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ſhield and buckler [1], 


Evil - Tidings. 
themſelves with the general notion, that 
ſafety and protection is there to be had ; 
but make their refuge there ; put them- 
{elves under the ſhadow of thoſe Wings, by 
their ſpecial Act and Deed : Deliberately 
chuſe, and cifetually place their lat re- 
{ort there. Becauſe thou haſt made the 
Lord, which is my refuge, even the moſt 
hizh, thy br Prog” - there ſhall no evil 
befal thee, &c. [2]. This Fracious /Peci- 
al prot: j Nog over them in times of dan- 
ger, is calle, hiding them in his pavi- 
lion ; inthe ſecret of his preſence; in the 
ſecret of his tabernacle [k], being ther 
their rock and res 
fuge; anhigh tower, a reft ing-place, a ſhel- 
ter, a ſanituary unto them [m ], (a ſecret 
inviolable place of Retreat and Retuge, 
wi they may freely refort, and 
wherein they may fately, and quietly re- 
poſe themtelves) ſetting them upon a rock 
In], m. 1King ar hedze about them {o], cover- 


ing them in the |þ bg of his hand | p}, ſuf- 


IOC} 


fering not their feet to be moved ; being 


their keeper, their ſhadow ; at their right 


[/] Pal. 91.9, 10. [4] P41. 29.5. and 31- 20, [1] Pl. 
91. 4. [1] Ih.8.14. Ez. 11.16. [1] P!al. 27 5. [0] Job 


1.40. [p] Ifa.51.16, 
hand, 
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hand, the rock of their ſalvation, {9}. 
Whatſozver, by tznder A4Fectioa, Art, or 
Nature, can be a ſecurity, he 1s, and 
much more, to taale that comm:t them- 
ſelves to [tim for it He loves us better 
than we love our ſelves; and b<tter 
knows what is fit for our great intereit, 
our univerial weoltare ; which 15 lodged 
more 1ntimatety im his heart, than it can 
be 1n ours, and which he hath engaged 
to proſecute. None of his taithtul Ser- 
vants can be produced, as an inſtance of 
Divine forgetfulnefs or neglect ; whole 
juſt expectation he ever expoſed to re- 
proach. He fo contrives, diſpenſes, or- 
ders all things, as his upright ones thall 
applaud his Faithfulneſs, Clemency, and 
Love at latt: And find, there hath not 
fail'd one word of all his good promiſes 
watch he promiſed [r|; and that their 
complaints of divine derelidtion, were re- 
pugnant to his paternal Bowels and Rela: 
tons |s]. 

[5.] is Soveraign Is not worſe than his 
Word, if he cut ſhort his Natural, and give 
him Fternal Liſ? : Couſume his Cottage, 

[q] Pal. 66 9. and 16.8» and 121. 5, and 95+ 1, [r] 
i Kin 8:56. [5] It,49.14,16. 
an 
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and take him to his own Palace, After al! 
our difficult intricate paſſages through 
this Wilderncls, we thall find them the 
right way to a City of Habitation |[t], that 
hath Foundations [u| which others want 
to ſland upon; and ſhall ſtand, when 
Heaven and Earth ſhall give their dying 
croan, crack aſunder, become their own 
tuneral pile : And, ſhall the Garrz/on yield, 
when Relzef ts at hand? The Merchant 


= up his Hope, within fight of Har- 


our? The Fiuwbandman hang down his 


_ Head, when he ſees the Field even white 


jor Harveit? With what Joy, rather than 
Patience, would he go through all his 
Colt and Pains, were he fure every Corn 
would be a Crown ? Caſt? not away there- 


fore your confidence, which hath great re- 


compence of reward [w], where no diſmal 
Apprchenſions, undelightful Profpects, or 
Atpects ever had place, There the black 
Regiment of Errors, Ignorance, and ob- 
icure Appreheniions, ſhall be disbanded. 
The Clouds upon our minds vanilh, as 
the darkneſs of the Night 1s routed by 
the,riſing Sun. Thoſe groundleſs ſcru- 
ples, which gravel tender hearts ; and 


{:] PCl.109.7. [4] Heb. 11.10. [w] Heb. 10.3 5+ 
what- 


a 
oath 


207 Encotttagement anafuſt 


whatſoever offends, ſhall be gathered out 
of this Kingdom [x]. Thote laborious 
Controverſies , wrangling Contentions, 
polemical Diſputations, which fling this 
World into Eftuations, have a final de- 
termination : And all ſubtil DiltinCtions, 
Equivocations, Evaſions, {wept away as 
a Refuge of Lies. 'T here the meaneſt 
Underitanding ſhall contute the Maxims 
of a whole Sanhedrim' of Rabbies : And 
look down upon all the grandeur of hu- 
mane Policies and Reaſons of State, with 
as ſcornful an eye, as we now look up 


with, to the meaneſt Cob-web in our 


Windows. There all unruly Paſl:ons, 
impetuous Motions, and mutinous Com- 
motions of Spirit, which dethron'd Judg- 
ment and Conſcience in our Breaſt, are 
caſhier'd, ſubdued, reduced to'a Calm, 
eternally extinguithed ; and our hearts 
have a total, a tinal Circumciſion, when 
this eighth day, and great Sabbath of the 
Saints is come, There the whole Body 
of bodily Diſtempers, Inftirmities, what- 
ſoever clogs us with Indiſpoſitions ; or 
makes us heavy hearted, and dull ſpirit- 
ed in holy Duties, hall be ſhaken oft, 
[x] Mat. 13. 47. 
and 


> 


| and paſs away. 
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We ſhall ſerve God then, 
without any lafl.rude, fainting, or tedi- 
ouſneſs ; and rejoyce as a Giant to run 
our Race. Our Wills then, ſhall pertect- 
ly fall in with the Divine Will : And no- 
thing ſeem good to us, but what is ſo in 
God's eſteem. All that Legion of foul 
Spirits, with their Armory of Temprati- 
ons, {hall be confind tor ever in their 
Chains of Darknel : The Prince of this 
World finally Jevalad the Scene of his 
Temptations then ended; and he no 
more able to. faſten a Temptation on a 
Saint in Glory, than a Man can now 
ſhoot an Arrow into the heart of the Sun. 
The ground, that now lords it over Men, 
is the Lordſhip, not the Man; that 
plows up his heart with careful Solici- 
tudes ; calling its furrows, and wrinkles 
in his face . lhall never give thorns, and 
thiltles to his eyes more ; but he hall be 
able to {ſerve God, without any Vcllica- 
tions, Convuliions, Cramps, or Diſtra- 
ctions, from tlre four termentations of 
the Fleth and World. Saints have there 
on their Royal Apparel: Every Intant 
Grace, hath its adoletcence into a per- 
tect Man, and to the meaſure of the ſta- 
ture 
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18 ture of the fulneſs of Chriſt. Zzere, like 
| poor Common Soldiers, ſome get one 

piece of Armour, others another ; one is | 
Skill'd at this Weapon, another at that ; 

Job gets an Helmet of Patience, David a | 
Girdle of Truth, Moſes a Breaſt-plate of 

Meekneſs, St. Peter a Shield of Faith ;. 
after they had been train'd up to the uſe 

of them in many Combats : But there 
cvery one hath put upon lim the whoze 

Armour of ' Light, not to fight, but tri- 

umph in ; with Palms in their hands, ab- | 
ſolute Peace, complcat Vidtory, a Crown | 
incorruptible, that fadeth' not away. 
There's no Worm in the fruit of that Pa- © 
radiſe : No reflection upon ſin or ſorrow 
paſt with bitternefs of Spirit ; as now we 
have in our greatelt Truumphs and Feſti- 
vities, as the Jews in their Feaſts of Ta- 
bernacles had their W:/ows among their 
Palms, while they remembred the dan- 
gers they palled in the Wilderneſs on 
their Fettival Revolutions: But every re- 
view (if actual felicity can pollibly give 
way to it-) will only widen, and dilatc 
the Soul for a more ample truition of the | 
preſent ſtate. We thail 7here have an 
everlaſting Avocation from unchriſtian | 
Agt- | 
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Agitations, Wars , and Contentions of 
this preſent World. Meſech, and 7ubal, 
with all their uncircumciſed multitude, 
are gone down to Hell ; and they have 
laid their Swords under their Heads ; but 
their Tniquities ſhall be upon their Bones : 
Though they were the Terror of thc 
Mighty in the Land of the Living, they 
ſhall be unable to amove a very Worn: 
from fceding upon them. The molt Va- 
lant Attempts of high famed Mortals, 
and all the Arms, Enligns, Patents, Tit- 
tles( for we pronounce them too long, | 
oft Honour, (hall be blazon'd alike in a 
Field Ardent, when the Heavens ſhall 
roul and {hrivel up as a Scrole of Parch- 
» ment beiore the Flame, When Beauty, 
= that bloom of Fleſh and Blood, which 
| now carries ſo many Captives at her 
= Wheels ; tyrannizing over fond Martal 
 Aﬀfetions, would be there no more 
comely than a dry Skull, in compariton 
; of the raviihing Lu{tre that will be in the 
mo:t deformed Body of the pooreſt La- 
<irillo; whole brightnels will tranſcend 
tie loveclelt face more, than the rarctit 
ſewel doth a vile picce of Jet. When ali 
the Gold in the Worll ſhall be mel- 
K 
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ted out of the Veins of the Farth, and 
Mens Coflers,. into one common ſtream : 
And all Pcarls and pretious Stones, lie as 
the Gravel on the ſide of that River, yet 
a ſilly Emblem, ſcarcely thought fit then 
to make a Metaphor of, for the very 
pavement of the new Jeruſalem ; one light 
whereof ſhall dim and delace all the Glo- 
ry of the World. When we ſhall under- 
ſtand all the unintelligible diſpenſations of 
Providence, which now puzzle and a- 
muſe us: Why that grand Cheat and In- 
poſtor ſhould fo long delude, obtain, and 
proſper, where the Lord of Glory, and his 
faithful Ambaſſadors were crucified and 
ſlain : And the Sun of Righteouſneſs lic 
ſo long under an Eclipſe by Paganiſm and 
Idolatry. Why a Church ſo miſchievous 
to her unfortunate Members ; ſtained and 
polluted with Blood and Blafphemy ; 
thould have her Principles fo greedily en- 
tertain d ; not by the Vulgar only, but 
Capitals in Learning ; and be the Sham- | 
bles of butcherly Cruelty to fo many of | 
Chrift's Sheep. Why to many thouſands | 
acriicd to the ambition of one proud 
Mortal; horrid Wickedneſs wanton it in | 
Powcr , Grandeur, and Succeſs, over E- | 

quity, | 
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quity, Innocence, Virtue; ſcorn'd , 
oppreit, and vilified upon this Stage of 
Grief and Miſery. IWheu all Knots ſhall 
be fully untied ; all Myſteries unvail'd, 
all Intricacies oft Providence unravelled ; 
the juſt connexion of the leaſt link in 
that great Chain, cafily ſeen, in that 
Land of Viſion, where all is clear, yet 
all amazing ; and the unequal reflections 
made here, as 1t Juſtice flept , Divine 
Wiſdom were careleſs, or put to a baifle, 
turned to admiring acknow ledsments 
of that Care and Goodneſs that runs 
through all the Winds of Providence. 
[hen we {hall ſee all Parties, of one Mind 
and Judgment, and hear all {peak the 
fame thing : When one Heaven ſhall bc 
the proper Country of all its Inhabitants ; 
and its Language equally underſtood by 
all, though redeemed from (everal Nati-' 
ons , and Kindred, and People , and 
Tongues. Whey we ſhall enjoy the hap- 
py Society of Prophets, Apoitles, Mar-? 
tyrs, ( whoſe imaginary Reliques .ſfome. 
go a weary Pilgrimage to ſee \ wich 
Blefled Quire ot Miniflring 5 5pirits, Who 
have done us white we were in danger 
here, many an inviſtble Courteitie, whic! 
| "oP © We 
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we could never thank them for : Yea, 
our Chriſtian Friends and Relations, to 
whom we have been inſtrumental in their 
new Birth, all crown'd in one day, with 
an everlaſting Diadem of Bliſs, which 
never ſhall decay. Where there ſhall be 
no Hypocrite to loſe our love upon ; 
whiich 1s now the great cooler of .our 
Charity, and keeps our Aﬀections in a 
creater Reſerve. When triumphant Souls, 
{hall ſee, admire, and celebrate that in- 
finite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, in thoſe 
things they were too apt to complain of, 
and under, here ; how neceſlary,- uſeful 
tor bringing them zthither, And Oh! 
how will the Arches of Heaven eccho, 
w..en Saints and Angels ſhall joyn in one 
common Quire, and heavenly Chorus, 
with their high founding Cymbals ; when 
they thall be joytul in Glory; and ſing 
oud upon their everlaſting Beds of Reſt, 
in moſt} flouriſhing exprettions, and An- 
thems upon the Divine Bleſlednefs, and 
Glory. 
WI. 150» 5. and 149-5. 
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Fear of Death. 
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x Cor. 65: 54: 
O Death, where is thy ſting 2 &c. 


UR whole Lives are littlee noug 
to lay up for our /aff hour, 
to make ready for the coming 
ot our Lord, that we may be 


tound of hira in peace [a], not only fate, 
but comtortable, Our Evidences clear, 
our Faith well exerciſed, our Promiſes 
ready, our Experiences at hand; that 
we may be able to honour our Principles, 
to ſtand upright then with undaunted 


(a) 2 Pet:'3. I 4: 


K x minds ; 


ſpeak ro the ſtanders-by , 
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minds; to comfort our ſelves, and en- 
courage others, to. plead for God, to 
of the long 
proof we have had of his being a good 
Maſter, a gracious Father to us; to come 
mend the Mercitulneſs, Love, and Faith- 
tuineſs of our Redeemer [5]. Faith 1s 
wrouwhr by degrees to ſtrength and per- 
tection : To have it 7 ze, when we 
{] Mr reduce it 70 prattice, or, to put it 
co the hardeſt Tryal at firt i, is abſurd 
at] ny ws ational, Wenow find it harder to 
depend upon God for our daily Bread, 
than for eternal Life ; for, here our Faith 

:©£ put upon a preſent Trial ; but at Death, 
rhe ſtrength of our Confidence is tried 
-bout the bleſſed Recompences; whether 
ve can put our Souls into God's keeping ; 


and ſend our Bodies to the Grave in hope. 


We need Armour of proof indeed for 
that great Conflict, to deal with the laſt 
Enemy, which tames the proudeſt Mor- 
tals, and aſtoniſhes the daring confident 
World, who are then diſmay'd with guilt, 
and enfeebled with the hand- -Writing 1N 
their own Breaſts. The Valianteſt Con- 
querours, who with their ſanguin Flags 
(5] Joſ.23.14. 2 Tim.1.12, and 448. | 

| flrook 


Cvil- Tidings. T5 
{trook terror into all Nations, were af- 
frighted themſelves at the diſplaying ot 
the pale and wan Colours of Death : 
While thoſe that could not look upon the 
violent Inſtruments of it in the hand of 
an Enemy, or encounter an Adverſary 
abroad, have entertain'd the Xing of Ter- 
rors With great compolure and ſedateneſs 
of ſpirit ; notwithſtanding all that Terror 
cruel Men have cloathed it with. 

As Profaneneſs hath not the advantage 
of Religion, in giving Protection againft 
the Fear of Death, ſo it hath greatly the 
diſadvantage in affording no relief. Sin- 
ners ſuffer Death, their Souls are requi- 
red of them [c], torn from them by vio- 
lent hands : While good Mens are not {© 


much takes from them ». yielded up. 


Though they have Life 7» patience, they 
have Death in defire; not to avoid the 
Labours andDutics of their Calling ; no: 
out of impatience, diſtruſt of God s Pro- 
vidence, diſcontent with: our Corlition, 
or wearineſs of Lite ; that becaute we lee 
Labour and Sorrow in' the World, are tor 
ſtaying no longer init [4] : This argues 
Pride, Peeviſhneſs , Cowardlineſs, Sluzs- 

(c] Luke 12.20 [4] Kings 19.4. Jeb 3. Jer.20.14,0>-: 
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gi{hneſs of Spirit, that we have a fancy 
ior Heaven, only as a place of Retreat : 
But out of ardent Love to God and our 
Redeemer, with ſubmiition to his Will, 
to be with him, free from Sin and temp- 
tation to it. To ſerve Go: here, is our 
great Wiſdom, and Intercit ; to die when 
he pleaſes, God's great Mercy. I have 
not ſo liv'd | faith St. Ambroſe | that I am 
afham'd to live longer; nor yet fear 7 
Death, becauſe I navea grod Lord. "Tis 


no harih news, but welcome and defira- . ' 


ble to them to hear of their departure [e]. 
With all alacrity they looſe .from the 
Shoar, and hoiſt up Sail for their own 
Country, where they may quietly enjoy 
the gain of their Adventure. *"Twere 
-ndlets to inſtance how tamiliarly they 
have entertain'd Death, welcom'd it as 
their beſt Friend, careſled, courted, em- 
braced the Inſtruments of it; how ſweet- 
ly they have fung their Swan-ltke Song 
| f ], and given ther laſt tare-well : How 
many Tyrants have been more unable to 
invent cruel Deaths, than they to under- 
wr0 them ? In what a triumphant manner 
they have marched out of the Ficld of 


[-] Phil.r 23. [f] Luke 2. 29-" | 
this 
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the Feat of Death. 21; 
this World with ( as 'twere Colours fly- 
ing, Drums beating ) all imaginable in- 
ſtances of joy and gladnels; inſulting 
over Death, as more than Conquerours 
[z], trampling upon it, lying as it were 
! at their mercy ; offering Sacrilice for Vis- 
I ctory over that Univerial Monarch ; ha- 
> || ving an Entrance miniſtred untothem a- 

' bundantly into the everlaſting Kingdom 


(1 

7 of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt [þ}, 
taking up in a holy bravery that trium- 
I phant Song with the Apoſtle [z], O death, 
. |, where is thy ſling? O grave where is thy 
> |, widory? The ſting, the wounding power 
3 | of Death, the only thing that makes it 
; terrible 5 /n, which renders vs obnox;- 
2 ous to the Curſe. The /frength of (», 
/ which gives it power to hurt us, zs Ze 
'S Law that prohibits it. Death brings no- 
ho thing with it. to injure us, but what 1: 
E finds in us, the deſert of it [4]; but tor 
L ouilt, it differs nothing from a calm 
V Sleep. The Victory of the Grave is t' 
0 be ſcen in, Macpelah, Golgotha, Charne! 
* houſes, Cemiteries, Sormes, Tombs, Se- 
Th [ez] Rom.$.37, [4] 2 Per. 1.11. {:] 1 Cor.15:55,25; 
of A avable Metapbor, the one taken from a Bee or S-rpent tha - 


hath liſt their Sting; the other from a Conyuerour,chat hat i; 
lot is Booty, or Priſoner, [+]Rom 6:23» 


15 K 5 pulchres. 
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pulchres, 1nall that ever Death Arreſted, 
or had in Cuſtody : But thanks be to God 
who hath given us the victory, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift : He hath taken away 
the ſting of Death (put away ſin) by the 
Sacrifice of himſelf [/}, overcome the 
pains of Death by his Example and Pro- 
miſes [wm], wiped away the ſcandal of 
Death, by enduring the ſhameful Death 
of the Croſs [x], vanquiſhd the power of 
Death, *y his ReſurreCtion as our Surety, 
the Mediator of our Peace, who having. 
laid down a ſuftcient price; a publick 
Officer trom Heaven is ſent to open the 
Prifon door [o]. Thereby proclaiming to 
all the World, thatthe debt was- paid ; 
that God had received tull ſatisfaction for 
our lins, faying, Deliver him, for I have 
found a ranſom \p]. Yea, He'roſeas the 
publick Head: and” Repreſcntatrve of all 
tis People ( who ſhare-m his Victories ) 
as a; pledge and- part of *the-whole: Har- 
vell.; 15, become the ' firſt fruits of them 
that fleep [9] ;. . the exemplary Pattern, 
Atlurance, :and-will-be- the Cxufe of their 
( 1e0.9.26, [> al...23- de $3.7, :41eb.2:9,10« 
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 ventory of; our. Prowitdges, whichicace) 


the Fear of Death. TI 


Reſurretion. When Chriſt arolc, he 
virtually drew all his out of the Grave 
with him: Death it ſelf became Mortal. 
The Head is not compleat (nor will be 
long) without the Members, who being 
ſo, cannot periſh, becauſe 1 /zve, you ſha#. 
live alſo\r]. 

To be tearful then; and dejected at the 
approach of Death, is a difidence of 44s 
Redemption, who hath in our nature and 
ſtead ſatisfied every demand of the bro- 
ken-Law ; by his voluntary -and.merito+- 
rious- obedience, - and ſufkerings,, anſwer-: 
ed the.exaction, | and endured the male- 
diction. of it; 10 ' mercitully- provided: a-- 
gain{t both, the: hurt and dread of Death 
Foraſmuch, theng as the Children. are par-- 
takers of: fieſp :and;bioed ; the aiſo » bim-» 
Self. i. likewiſe took part of the fame; ;tha® 
through; Deaths, | he: might deſtroy -- bin: 
that had'the . power of 'Death;. that ts, the, 
Devil. And deliver.them who through the 
fear-of, Death,, were ad{it hers lifent ans\ ſub -: 
jed; t4\ibondage {t].y Deathmnogr #50 onr's,, 
tor our Advaintagg,,contributady;: ſubſer+- 
vientto pus Happwelsput.inbothetJns 


{r) Jobi>246c39+ (3) Heb. 3.24.35 2:5 1 
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crue to us by Chriſt [*] He hath fancti- 
fied, fweetned , purchaſed it for us as 
properly as Life : Changed its Nature, of 
an Enemy, made it our real reconciled 
Friend, turned its horror and deformity ; 
its frightful gaſtly Countenance, out of 


diſlike, into a pleaſing aſpect. ls no lon-. 


ger a grim Sergeant to Arreſt uw as his 
Priſoners, whoſe Debts are paid, whoſe 
Pardon is granted, whoſe Prince's favour 
is obtain'd; but an officious Servant , 
comes to. open the Priſon door, to ſet us 
at liberty; to hold back the hanging of 
our Houſe of Clay, while our Spirit en- 
ters into the Preſence-Chamber of the 
great King : Waits on us till 'we have fi- 
ntſhed our work, then undrelles, puts us 
C his Children ) to Bed for a time, until 
Corruption put on. Incorruption , -and 
Mortality be fwallowed up of Life. It 
cannot be ew! to thoſe, to whom a// 
things work together for good ſu}, Death 
bath loſt its ſting in: the ſide of Chriſt, 
who by. taking away our gullt;. hath - ta- 
ken away the poiſon out of that Cup- [w], 
The bitterneſs of Death # paſd, embatmed 
to Believers ; cloathed with ſuch ſoft Lan» 


(tr) x Cor.3.22. ) Rom. 8.28. (») Mat.26. 39. 
guage, 


; 
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guage, that they ' may (as 'twere) ſcent 
a pertume, diſcover a beauty in it; re- 
preſented under the comfortable notions 
of a Deceaſe \x], a departure [ y], an ab- 
ſence from the body, a going home, an un- 
cloathing, a putting off this Earthly Tas 
bernacle \z}, an entring into peace, a reſt- 
ing in their beds [a]. Sickneſs rocks the 
Cradle, and Death lays them aſleep. in 
the Duſt, as ina ſacred Dormitory after 
a toilſfom Pilgrumage. Is nothing elſe but 
a Writ of Eaſe to Chriſt's weary Servants, 
2 perfect Sanctuary, where no diſturban- 
ces, no avenger of Blogd. can arreſt or 
moleſt us. 'Thjs. carthly. Houle is; pulled 
down only in order to rayfing it; a. more 
glorious Building ; the immortal. Inhabi- 
tant makes his eſcape, neither -cruſh'd by 
its ruin, nor injur d' with its fall. The 
Soul and. Body part only as two- Friends. at 
the Church door, when-goipg each;to his 
Seat till Sermon's ended, and-then. both 
meet. again: bettered,” I heir Death, their 
Daft;ts.pretious;. tn Qbhrnlt's. ſpecial, Care 
. and:Cuſtody; as pretious- Rehiques never. 
tobe-loſt, Expectants in a filent, buy af. 


(x) 2 Per. 1.15. (y)2 Tim.4,6. (z) 2'Cor, 5.31, &#c 
2 Pet.1.14. (4) lia.57.2. 
furcd 
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ſured hopes of a joytul ReſurreAtion. He 
preſerves his Intereſt in them ; his Relati- 
on to them, is the ſame ſtill 131. Death 
cuts the natural tye between Parents and 
Children, Man and Wite, Body and 
Soul, but not the myMcal Union between . 
Head and Members ; no more than Sleep 
doth that between Soul and Body ; which 
chains up the Senſes for a time, ever ſo 
them alſo which fleep in Jeſus, will Gad 
bring with him (c). Death perfects the 
myſtical Union; in 'reſpet'ot the Body, 
doth not ſo much ſepatate our Souls from 
our Bodies, as join: them to Chriſt ; nor 
fo much end our Life, as our Mortality. 
The ſleep of the Spouſe - breaks not the 
Marriage-knot between her and the Bride- 
groom (4).' There's ſomewhat of (a 
Member-'of ) Chriſt that lies in - the 
Grave, of 'no 1&5 account with himy:than- 
thoſe which; walk up and down glorify. 
ing him4n'the World. - - © 
We-may now well look up, and: liftup- 
our heads, 'for-our Redemption” drawerh! 
. l-Ce); | How beautiful are thy Feet! ©: 
ath; which bring' gtad- Tidings«of: 
" Mar. 22. 31, 32. (c) 1 Thef4.14,, (4)Rom. 8: 
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great Joy ; that our Wilderneſs-days are 
cnded, our Military hardſhips 4ccompliſh- 
ed , our ſinning and ſuffering expired. 
We ſhall no more offend a good God, nor 
be offended by bad Men. There's no Ser- 
pent in that Paradiſe, noill Neighbour,no- 
breakings forth, noleading into Captivi- 
ty, no complaining in the ſtreets of the 
new Jeru(alem. O happy change, I have 
fo long waited for, expected, and defired ; 
Earth tor Heayen ; a bloody Field, a con- 
tinual Combat, for a place of Triumph, 
a Crown of Righteouſneſs; the Houſe 
of my Pilgrimage and: Baniſhment, for 
my own Country, my Father's Houſe ;. 
a Valley of Tears( where we cannot long, 
keep dry eyes), for a place where all are 
wiped away ; Labour and Toil, Corrup-., 
tion and Mortality, for Reſt and Peace,, 
Incorruption and Immortality ; \ubjecti- 


of to-a {inning condition, for an impolli- 


bility of ſinning; unfitisfying fading 
Comforts, an Eſtate of Need and conti- ; 
nual Want, *for ctidleſs Pleaſures, Fulneſs, 
and al-Plenty ; 'inferiour diſturbing, un- 
loly Company, 'for Saints, Angels, Roy- 
al- Prieſts, Crowned” Kings ;. trom all 
Perplexities and Uncafinclles, into- the 

boſom: 


OR, po 
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boſom of a ſiveet andquiet Repoſe. And, 


what oppreſled Priſoner deſires not free- 
dom? What weather-beaten Traveller 
longs not for the Port 2 What Heir is un- 
willing to enter upon his Inheritance ? 
What Labouring Man is afraid of a 
ſweet Sleep 2 What loving Spoule dreads 
the Marriage Day? Or Prince, his Coro- 
nation 2? Who thinks much to. put oft his 
Cloaths, that they may be: mended and 
made better nas the Morning 2 Who 
15 troubled when, his ſick Friend is laid 
down to Reſt > Who takes on, when any 
of the Family is gone to Bed. betore him 
inthe Evening 2 Whogtieves. to bid 0- 
tchers good night? Or to pals ſooner to 
be rich, honourable, at endleſs qui- 
et? To eſcape thoſe Storms others are 
fain tq ride thorough 2 To take poſle(li- 
on of his own bleſiſedneſs and glory > The 
worſt thing thou canit, do. to us, is the 
belt rhing that can be done for us. Thou 
houſeſt us from every. Storm, in the ſi- 
lent Grave, made fragrant eves {ince the 
Roſe of Sharon, the Lilley of the Val- 
leys Jayin it. Thou art the great Paxa- 
cea, Salve for all our Maladies and. Di- 
{tempers ; for which we in vain here 

COMN- 
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complain from Man to Man, for a littlc 
ceaſe, though but for a little time. Thar 
Iafallible Phyſitian, that cures us of all 
Diſeaſes at once, and for ever; that frees 
us from a// Calamities, Publick, Natio- 
nal, or Perſonal ; the Grave 1s the only 
piece of quier carth Man can meet with : 
There the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and 
there the weary are at reſt ; there the pri- 
ſoners reſt together, they hear not the voice 
of the oppreſſor ; the ſmall and the great 
are there, and the ſervant 1s free from 
his maſter ( f ). Every ſcore ſhall be now 
blotted out ; every debt cancell'd ; we as 
fully, as freely acquitted and diſcharged ;; 


_ every Canaanite ' (lain , ' every Egyptian 


drown'd; thoſe Corruptions we have 
ſcento day, we ſhall ſee them again no 
more, for ever. I ſhall no more queſtion 
his love, or my everlaſting reſt. I ſhall 
now reap the fruit of all my hopes, and 
poſleſs Glory above the lite of Faith, 1 
had before only in the promiſe,in the firſt- 
fruits : Every grace of the Spirit, 15 a 
ſpark of our future Glory, and every 
comfort of it, a drop of the Well of 
Life. Now is that Clay crumbling into 


Cf) Job 3.19, &c. 
Duſt, 
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Duſt, which hindred my getting into the 
embraces of infinite love and ſweetnels. 
Now the day is come, the hour draws 
nigh indeed, wherein I ſhall be fetched 
home to my Father's Houſe : He loves 
me too well, to ſuffer me longer from 
poſletling that happy Inheritance I have 
gloried in ; whither the fore-runner 1s | for 
us] entered(g). We have one that will 
be heard, and'certainly prevail; our Cauſe 
will ſtand and proſper in his hand ; we 
may now plead as general iſſue againſt 
any exception, the great Charter of the 
Goſpel; and we may inſtance in this 
great Title of Grace, the ſtate of Juſti- 
fication, the ſtate of Adoption, the prin- 
ciple of Regeneration and Sandtification, 
all which we acknowledge we received ' 
from Chriſt, depending upon him, and 
they are ſufficient for all our failings and 
imperfections. 

Father, into thy hands I commend my ſpi- 
rit (h), Tam thine, fave me (7). When 
I lay in my blood (that was a time of 
love) thou ſaidſt unto me, Live. Thou 
drewelſt me to conſent to thy gracious Co- 
venant, and thou {wareſt unto me, and I 


(g) Heb.6.20. (þ) Luke 23.46. (r) Plal.119.94- 
became 
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became thine (#4). I ſtand to the Co- 
venant that I made (though in much 
weakneſs ) and would not change my 
Lord and Maſter forall the World. Thou 
wilt know and own, and receive the 
own, Who have owned thee, though I 
have ſinned againſt thee, I fly unto, 
and lay hold on thy gracious promiſe, of 
wich thou haſt bid me put thee in re- 
membrance, 7, even 1 am he that blotteth 
out thy tranſgreſſions for mine own ſake , 
and will not remember thy fin (1). 1 will 
forgive their iniquity, and [ will remember 
their fin no more (m). 

What an unſpeakable Encouragement 
is our relation unto thee? ( O infinite 
condeſcending Mercy! ) Thou wilt not 
ſhut out th7ne own; thou calleſt, eſteem- 
eſt us thy Children (n), thy Friends (0), 
thy Spouſe, thy Members (p). The com- 
paſlion thou haſt put into Man ; engages 
him to relieve a Neighbour, a Stranger, 
an Enemy ; much more, to embrace a 
Friend ; to entertain, to take in a Child, 
a Spouſe, to be tender of partof himſelt : 
Theſe dare truſt themſelves upon our 


(4) Ez.16.8. (!) Ifa.43.25,26. (m) Jer.31.34. (n) 2Cor. 
6.17,18. (0) John 15.t4,15. (p) Ephelſ. 5, 29,30. ; 
kindneſs. 
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kindneſs and fidelity, and fear not that 
we will reject them in their diſtreſs, or 
deſtroy them though they ſometimes oi- 
tend us. Our Love deſerves not the Name, 
is Cruelty and Hatred, in compariſon of 
the Love of God, who is Love it felt 
(4), and the God of Love (7). 


The grcat Work was done 27 the day of 


var Renovation ; we were then entred into 
the Houſc-hold of God ; made tellow- 
Citizens with the Saints, and received 
the Spirit of Adoption (s). Grace gives 
us the heavenly Birth and Nature; makes 
us Heirs ; gives us Title, we ſhall now 
therefore have poſſeſſion of an Inheri- 
tance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
tadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven for 
us (ft), 

He that hath given Grace, will give 
Glory, and with-hald no good thing. 
He gave me Life Eternal, when he gave 
ne the knowledge of himfelt, and of 
his Son («). Thou wilt not now take 
from me theKingdom which thou gavelt 
me, when thou receivedſt me ( once thy 
Enemy ) into favour (w). But God com- 


(4) x John 448,16. (+) 2 Cor. 13.15. (-) Ep.2.19. Gal. 
4-6. (:) 1 Pet.1.4. (4) John 17.3- (w) Heb. 1 2.28. 
mendeth 
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mendeth his Irve towards us in that, while 
we were yet ſinners )Chrift dyed for us. 
Much more then, being now juſtified by his 
blood, we ſhall be ſavea-from wrath through 


him, For if when we were Enemies, we were © 


| reconciled to God, through the death of his 
| Son, much more being reconciled we fhall 
| be ſaved by his life = > 

The great impediments and cauſes of 
Fear arenow removed. Unpardoned ſin 
is taken away ; ovr Debt diſcharged. We 
have a ſufhcient anſwer againſt all that 
can be alledged to the prejudice of our 
Souls. - Who ſhall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's Ele? It is God that juſti- 
freth. Who is he that condemneth 2 It is 
Chriſt that dyed ; yea, rather that is riſen 
again, who ts even at the right hand of God, 
who alſo maketh interceſſion for us ( y ). 

Thou wilt not deprive me of the Birth- 
right, who haſt begotten me of rhe in- 
corruptible Seed. Thou wouldſt not 
have drawn me to thy ſelf, received me 
by reconciling Grace, 1t thou wouldſt 
not now have received me unto thy lelt. 
Thou haſt ſealed me up unto Salvation, 
and given me the earneit of the Spirit, 


(x) Rom.5.9, &c. (5) Rom. 8:33. 
the 
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the witneſs in my felt, that renewed Na- 
ture, thoſe holy Deſires and Dclights , 
which can come from none but thee. Be- 
hold Lord thy Mark, thy Seal, thine Ear- 
veſt ; Fleſh and Blood did not illuminate 
and renew me : The Spirit which 
thou haſt given me, 15 my witneſs that [ 
am thine (=). Thou wilt not diſown or 
retuſe the Soul that thou haſt ſealed ; not 
keep me out, whom thou did{t invite , 
and put upon the Wedding-garment. 
Thou redeerned {t, renewed {t, and haſt 
hitherto preſerved me ; I had not come 


unto thee, except thou had{t drawn me 


(a) I had not loved, not minded, not 
deſired after thee, it thou had{t not lov- 
ed me firſt, and kindled thoſe deſires. It 
cannot be that thy Grace it felt ſhould be 
a deceit and miſery, and intended but to 
deceive me : Thatthou ſhouldeſt ſet thy 
Servants Soul on longing for that which 
thou wilt never give him : The Water 
that thou haſt given me ſhall ſpring up 
to everlaſting Life (8). 


Thou who haſt engaged me to ſcel; 
firſt thy Kingdom, art engaged to give 
it : Not to — Dn that Food that enduretl 

(z) Rom.8.16. (a) John 6.44. (6) John.4q.14. 


to 
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to everlaſting Lite, to thoſe that ſeek for 
that which periſheth not (c). Although 
my ſins deſerve thy Wrath, and nothing 
that I have done, deſerves thy favour, 

vet godlineſs hath the promiſe of the life 
that is tocome (Ad). He that ſeeketh by 
thy help and encouragement, ſhall find 
(e). It cannot be that any ſhould be dit- 
appointed that truſt on thee; or have 
cauſc to repent of ſerving of thee; their 
labour ſhall not be in vain ( f ). [Thou 
that haſt ſaved me from Sin, and Satan, 

wilt fave me trom Hell. If any Man 
ſerve me, let him follow me, and where [ 


am, there ſhall alſo my Servant be (g). 


Thou wilt crown thine own Graces ; and 
with thy greateſt Mercies, recompence 
and periect the preparatory Mercies ; and 
receive to thy Glory, thoſe, who have 
been guided by thy Counſel C . - 
Although I have forfeited my future 
Inheritance, and rendred my felt liable 
to thy Wrath; thou haſt appointed and 
accepted our Redemption (z). Mercy 
aud truth are met together, righteouſneſs 


(es) John 6.27. (4) 1 Tim. 4. 8- '* Mat. 9.7. (/) 
s Cor. 15.58. (g) John 12.26. (+4) Pfal. 73.24. (:) 
1 Cor.1. 30. 

and 
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and peace have kiſſed each other (k). By 
our Goel, our Redeemer, of kin unto us, 

» the excellency of his Perſon, and merit 
of his Satisfaction and Redemption, fo 
full and compleat to anſwer the demands 
of thy Juſtice : In him thou art reconci- 
led and well pleaſed. _ 

[ fall into his hands who hath juſtified 
me by his Blood. My Juſtificr will not 
condemn me : Nor deny me the Inheri- 
tance of which himfelt hath made me 
Heir; yea, a Joint-Heir with himfelt 

[). Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit (m), 
or thou haſt redeemed it (n). To whom 
can a departing Soul fly tor rctuge and. 
entertainment, if not to thee that dy- 
edſt for Souls; and ſuftered thine to be 1c- 
parated from the flcth, that we might 
have all aſſurance of thy compaſſion unto 
ours 2 ] come not unto an Enemy, but 
unto him that hath fo dearly loved me, 
and bought me: And can Love ze ſelf 
reject me, that hath given himſelf for 
me? So often embraced me 2 Decla- 
red it ſelf by ſuch ample teſtimonies to- 
wards me 2 

_(k) Prat. 85.10. (/) Rom. 8.17. (m) Afs 7.59. (n) 


Ifal71.23, and 31-5. 3 Peti.18,19. 
9, 
Twas 


n} 
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"Twas thy Errand into the World to 
fave us from perithing (0). And thou 


art effeftively the Saviour of the Body (p): 


And may we not truit zhee in what thou 
haſt undertaken, that truſt Man it we 

judge him faithy ul yea, thou art enga- 
ged by Covenant to. receive us. Whey we 
gave up our ſelves to thee, thou alſo becam- 
eſt ours; and we did it on that Condition, 


. that theu [houldeſt receive and ſave us : 


And it was the Condition of thine own 
undertaking, thou dreweſt the Covenant 
thy (cif, and tendred it firſt to us; and 
allumea thy own Condition, when thou 
mpo{cedtt ours. 1 cxpet O my Saviour, 
but the periormance of thy Covenant, 
and the diſcharge of tity undertaken Ot- 
fice. As thou haſt cauſed ms to believe 
in thee, to love thee, to ſerve thee, to 
pertorm the Condition thou hait laid up- 
on me, though with many fintul tail- 
Ings, W hich thou hat pardoned ; ſo now 
thou wilt Ict my Soul which hath rrutt- 
ed on tnce, have the jull experience of 
thy fidelity ; and take me to thy ſelf, 
according to thy Covenant ; and remem- 
ber the word v#to thy Servant, upon which 

(0) John ; 16. (») Ephel 5.23 
: OP 
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thou haſt cauſed me to hope (q). How 
many promiſes haſt thou Jejt us, that we 
ſhall not be forſaken by rhce (r ), but 
tat we ſhall be with thee where thou 
art, that we may behold thy Glory (? 
For this cauſe art thou the Mediator of the 
New Teſtament, that by means of Death 
for the Redemption of the Tranſgr eff 1014s 
that were under the firſt Teſtament, they 
which are called mizht receive the promiſe 
of Fternal Inheritance (t), when we 
have done ny Will, we are to reccave 
the Promiſe (a), 'tis thy (w), our Fa- 
tner's good plealure to give us the King- 
dom (x). 

Thou art the common Refuge and 
Salvation of thy Servants; thoſe that 
come unto thee, thou wilt in no witc 
caſt out (y), 'There are now with thee 
the ſpirits * juil Men made pertect, that 
were here as impcrict, as unworthy in 
themſcives as I; and thou wert never 
_ unfaithful unto any that committed their 
Souls unto thee. O take me into ther 
number, that we may together with E.- 


(4) Pal. 119 49. (-) Heb.13.5. (-) John 17.24. (:) 
Heb.g.rs5. (») ileb. 10.36. (w) John 20. 17. (x) Luke 


12-32. ( z) Johns. 37. 
ternal 
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ternal Toys, give Thanks and Praiſe to 
ticc car haik redeemed us to God by 
thy own Blood F$- 

Moi: gracious God, thou haſt de- 
ſg1'd thy own Everlaſting Cory and 

god Pleaſure in our Salvation : Our Re- 
deemer mul rriumpn in the perfection 
ot his Conquelt, ot all Ins and our Ene- 
mics; and in the pertetion ot our Re- 
dempiion. Thou wilt not Ioſe thy Fa- 
ther's {lory, and thine own, that of all 
be _— en thee, thou thalt looſe no- 
thing, but ihould'tt raiſe it up at the laſt 
day (a. I relign my Soul to thee, O 
Lord. who haſt called, and choſen me, 
that thou m:gltett make known the rich- 
cs of thv Glory on me, as a Vellel of 
Mercy prepared unto Glory (4b). Thou 
hait predeſtinated me unto the Adop- 
tion of one of thy Children by Jeſus 
Chriſt unto thy 1elf, according to the 
cGo00d picaiure of thy Will to the praiſe 
of the giory of thy Grace, wherein 
thou hait made mc accepted in the be- 
loved (c). Who will now preſent me 


(:) Rev. 5.9. (3) John 6. 39. (6b) Rom. g. 23. (6) 
\ E-piel; 1. 5, 6. 
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faultleſs before the preſence of his Glo- 
ry, with exceeding Joy : To whom be 
Glory and Majeſty, Dominion and Pow- 
cr, now and ever, Amen. 

Jud. v. 24, 25» 
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VERY Wile Man 7zs for making 
his Life as eafie as he can; and 
would they all meet _ to Conſult 
which way, they d find none ike gat 
the upright Man is in already. They 
would agree with the wiſeſt of them, 
that there's nothing better under the Sun, 
than to be Merry and Rejoyce ; * and 
yet, that there's no ſolid, durable Joy to 
be found in Senſual Pleaſures, or Secu- 
lar Enjoyments ; much leſs in any ſinful 
ones: For, to enjoy theſe, Men are 


* Eccleſ. 2. 24. (9, Tt 3, 12, 13, 22, & 5, 18, Oc. 
& 8. 15o & 9 7+ 
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To the READER. 


orcd to run from themſelves, under the 
fhetter - and” vefuge- of Atheilm, to rake 
thoſe Principles as an opiate to procure a 
Dulneſs and Lethargy of Mind, to ſtill 
their affrighting Apprehenſions, which ſo 
ſtartles, ſcares and terrifies them: To 
baniſh from them (O fooliſh People and 
unwiſe ! ) the Thoughts of God, the 
ouly Fountain of everlaſting Satisfaction 
and Delight, to thoſe that place their 
Happineſs in him ; in being, and doing 
good. Which is the only way to Pro- 
cure aud Preſerve (what all Men de- 
Fre) the Peace and Joy of the Soul. 
For after all Endeavours and Experi- 
ments, no abiding Comfort will be found, 
but in a virtuous Life. Not that the 
Pleaſures of Religion are felt alike by 
all ; But, the ſincere PraCtice of it, zs 


the only way to find Reſt to our 


Souls : And the ſteady Bent and Te- 
nor of our Hearts and Lives, zs a 


ſurer ground of Comfort, than our Souls 


raviſhed with ſenſible Joys, (which we 
may be miſtaken in.) Our Saviour 
admitted but Three Diſciples 70 his 


glorious Transfiguration ; one only lay 
in 


To the READER. 


in his Boſom; yet all, except a moto. 
rious Traytour, dearly Beloved by him, 
and fit with vim ian his Throne 2 as 
a!l ſhall who Believe in him through 
their word. Among the Tryals ſome of 
them meet with, is a Melancholy Con- 
ſtitution ; wot (as falſly Charged) the 
Fault of Religion, or theirs neither, 
ſo they flrive to Reflifie it, give not 
way to it, ſtir up themſelves againſt it; 
If the Tron be blunt, pur to the more 
ſtrength. They are not anſwerable for 
the mere Eftcts of it, but Confrdered 
Ty kim who knoweth our Frame, remem- 
bers that and all other Bodily Diſtem- 
pers and Diſadvantages we paſs through 
bere. This I declare (ſaith an eminent 
Man) to every ſincere Perſon fo con- 
tinuing, he 1s always late. 7he un- 
cheartul Temper the Author formerly 
hath been liable to, and of late ſome- 
times found two or three of his Acquain- 
tance in, moved him to Collett and put 
together the following Lines, which had 
not Increaſed the Croud of Books, if 
any in it (as he thought) ſo ſuitable for 
them as this. J7f it advantage them 

M 2 only, 


To the READER. 


only, he bath his End, though it ſerve 
no other. 

The Prayers at the End hereof are (as 
our Saviour diredts us in his) 10 be daily 
uſed by us, for all others that are in a like 
Condition with our ſelves. 


THE 


THE 


Peace and Joy 


OF THE 


SOUL 


| Procured and Prelerved 
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My dear Frichds, 


E can never ſufficiently as 
dore the Goodneſs of God, 
in making the Conditions of 

our everlaſting undiſturbed Reſt, fo ef- 

teftual tor our preſent Comfort. While 
we ſerve, we. pleaſe him ; we eaſe agd 
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gratifie our own Minds ; are made Par- 
takers of the Divine Nature, by imita- 
ting the Divine PerieCtions, in Good- 
neſs, Righteouſneſs and Truth, and fo 

?2com2 acceptable to him, and our 
{elves too: Nortwithilanding the rude 
Treatment Re/z770n finds from an un- 
grateful World, there's nothing on Earth 
{o conducive to our Satisfaction and 
Delight in it, as mating that our Buſineſs - 
And therefore, to procure and preſerve the 
Peace and Foy of our Souls, 

In the firſt Place ; let us diſcard e- 
wery evil Thinz, and fo keep our ſelves 
in the Love of God (a) by doing that 
which is wel. pleaſing in his fight. Since= 
rity is the only way to aſſure, and fe- 
cure us in the Divine Favour, and to 


free us from all doubts concerning it. 


The work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, 
and the effett of Righteouſneſs, Quietneſs 
and Aſſurance for Ever (b). The Primi- 
tive Chriſtians were never troubled with 
Writing or Reading Caſes of Conſcience ; 
being 7rue to their own, maintain'd their 
Joy in a world of trouble ; ſo that they 
were but as ſorrowful, yet always rejoy- 

Ca) Jud, ve 21. (b_) Ia. 32. 17, 
x Cing—— 


of the Soul. 245 
cing,—= as having nothing, and yet poſ- 
ſe(ſing all things (c). The ſtraight way 
to Heaven is very plain and pleaſant ; 
Toy and gladneſs ſhall be found therein, 
thankſgiving and the woice of melody {d). 
But Men may thank themſelves for mil- 
giving Fears in forbidden, dark, or 
doubtful paths. It's not KRelgion, bur 
the want of it, or ſuperſtitious miſtakes 
about it, that diſqu ets Minds. An ho» 
neſt innocent Man knows the puniſh- 
ments the Laus of lis Country de- 
nounces againlt I thieves, Murderers, or 
the like Oftenders, without being ter- 
rifted, or diſmayed at them. Great peace 
have they which. lyvve thy Law : and. no- - 
thing ſhall offend them (e), Be glad in 
the Lord, and rejoyce ye righteous, and 
ſhout for joy all ye that are upright in 
heart (f). 

(2.) The good ſtate of the Body is 
no ſmall advantage to the Mind. Let 
us therefore «ſe the abilities and aſhiſtances 
God hath given us for our Health; under 
a gratcſul Senſe, that we, and all rhe 
accidents and uneaſinels ot our Sickneſs, 

Cc) 2 Cor. 6. 10. (4) If. 4th 3- Ces 
$19, 365» (fJ) Plal, 32, 1h. 
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246 The Peace and Joy 
are in his hands who errs not in bring- 
iovg about his gracious purpoſes for the 
good of our Souls or Bodies ; even by 
others Errors and Overſights, as well 
as by their Care and Kindneſs. To be 
peeviſh with our Diſeaſe, Medicines, 
Food, Attendance ; fretful and uneaſie 
on every little miſtake, error, ſlowneſs, 
or forgetſulneſs; when things are not 
done as, or when we would; to make Bur- 
dens which are not too heavy (by Divine 
Aſſiſtance) to be born, at preſent 7arc- 
terable, by puſillanimous, anxious fears 
and miſtruſts of what they may be in 
a little time; renders us troubleſome to 
our ſelves, and others; deprives us- of 
that Compoſedneſs, Quiet, Peace and 
Comfort, which is the reſult of Pati- 
ence, Reſignation, hope in God, and a 
thankful ſenſe of all his paſt and preſent 
Cindeſerved MWercies, They cannot be 
reckoned up in order unto thee, O Lord 
my God : if I would declare and ſpeak 
of them, they are more than can be num- 
bred (g). | 

(3.) Avoid Solitarineſs, and being un- 
imployed. 

(8) Plal. 40. 5. 
Retire- 


es A 6d. 
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Retirement, to melancholy Conftitu- 
tions, is the Food and Element of Dit- 
content, where no joy was ever found; 
ſuitable Society rouzes and revives the 
dull and cloudy, the liſtleſs and una-» 
Qtive; chears and refreſhes the diſcon- 
folate Soul; Iron ſharpeneth Tron, ſo a 
Man ſharpeneth the countenance of his 


friend (h); chaces away thoſe ſullen, 


black, and diſmal Imaginations, which 
are ſuch Enemies to, and hinder us from 
maintaining a conſtant chearfulneſs of 
Heart, and Ilightſfomneſs of Spirit, ſo 
advantagious, ſo well-becoming us in 
our Pilgrimage. Good Company animate 
and encourage one another in moſt dif-, 
mal times, divert from ſad and melan- 
choly Muſings, exhilerate the drooping 
Spirit, lift up the Hands that hang 
down, and the feeble knees ; have had 
their Hearts burn within them, as they 
walkt together and were fad, whillt 
talking of our Redeemer, who hath 
done ſo much for us, is coming to 
take us to himſelf, and ſo ſhall we 
be ever with the Lord, wherefore com- 


(Cb_)) Prov. 27. 19 
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245 The Peace and Joy 
are in his hands who errs not in bring- 
10g about his gracious purpoſes for the 
good of our Souls or Bodies ; even by 
others Errors and Overſights, as well 
as by their Care and Kindneſs. To be 
peeviſh with our Diſeaſe, Medicines, 
Food, Attendance ; fretful and uneaſie 
on every little miſtake, error, ſlowneſs, 
or forgetfulneſs; when things are not 
done as, or when we would; to make Bur- 
dens which are not too heavy (by Divine 
Aſfſiſtance) to be born, at preſent 7nrc- 
terable, by puſillanimous, anxious fears 
and miſtruſts of what they may be in 
a little time; renders us troubleſome to 
our ſelves, and others; deprives us of 
that Compoſedneſs, Quiet, Peace and 
Comfort, which is the reſult of Pati- 
ence, Reſignation, hope in God, and a 
thankful ſenſe of all his paſt and preſent 
Cndeſerved Wercies, They cannot be 
reckoned up in order unto thee, O Lord 
my God : if I would declare and ſpeak 
of them, they are more than can be num- 
bred (g). 

(3.) Avoid Solitarineſs, and being un- 
imployed. 

(8) Plal. 4o. 5+ 
Retire- 
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Retirement, to melancholy Conſtitu- 
tions, is the Food and Element of Dit- 
content, where no joy was ever found; 
ſuitable Society rouzes and revives the 
dull and cloudy, the liſtleſs and una- 
Qiive; chears and refreſhes the diſcon- 
folate Soul; Iron ſharpeneth Tron, ſo a 
Man ſharpeneth the countenance of his 
friend {h); chaces away thoſe ſullen, 
black, and diſmal Imaginations, which 
are ſuch Enemies to, and hinder us from 
maintaining a conſtant chearfulneſs of 
Heart, and lightfomneſs of Spirit, fo 
advantagious, fo well-becoming us in 
our Pilgrimage. Goed Company animate 
and encourage one another in moſt dif-, 
mal times, divert from ſad and melan- 
choly Muſings, exhilerate the drooping 
Spirit, lift up the Hands that hang 
down, and the feeble knees ; have had 
their Hearts burn within them, as they 
walkt together and were ſad, whilſt 
talking of our Redeemer, who hath 
done ſo much for us, is coming, to 
take us to himſelf, and ſo ſhall we 
be ever with the Lord, wherefore com- 


CJ) Proy. 27. 17- 


fort 
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fort one another with theſe words (7.) 
[dleneſs is one of the moſt tedious 
irkſome things in the World; racking 
the Soul with melancholy Conceits, with 
troubleſome diſtracting Amuſements ; 
ſtarving it for want of ſatisfactory En- 
tertainment ; Cauſing it to feed on its 
own heart, by doletul Conſiderations ; 
inteſting it with crowds of ſtinging 
Thoughts; gauling it with the Senſe of 
ſhameful Sloth and Lazineſs, Every 
one ſhould conſider the World as the 
Family of that great Houſe-keeper, of 
whom the whole Family of Heaven and 
Earth 1s named (#). And himſelf as an 
Officer or Servant placed by God 1n his 
"Station, to confer in his order and way 
(or rather in God's, wherein he hath ſet 
him) ſomewhat towards a Proviſton tor 
the maintenance of himſelf, and Fellow- 
Servants. And when we are bulily en- 
gaped, ſeriouſly intent on honeſt Em- 
ployments, our Minds are prepolleſs'd, 
and have no room or vacancy for [rivc- 
lous penlive Imaginations. A fſcdulous 
Application to Buſineſs, chears the Spi- 


(Ci_) Mal, 3. 13, 9c. Luk. 24. 13, Gs. 1 Thefſ: 
4 14, Oc ChJ Eph. 3. 15; 
TiC, 
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rit with wholeſome Diverſion, with plea- 
fant Entertainment ; quickens, inflames 
our Activity ; diverts us from the Senſe 
of Pain, and anxious Perplexities ; pre- 
ſerves the vigour of our Minds, and 
Health of our Bodies ; from a dull Liſt- 
leſneſs, a heavy Unwelldineſs feizing on 
us. Znduſtry hath an innate Satisfaction, 
which tempereth all Annoyances ; re- 
deems us trom the moleſtations of Tdle- 
neſs, that lies on others hands as a 
peſtering Incumbrance ; even ingrati- 
ates the Pains going with it ; delighting 


_ us, that we are not ſquandring away 


precious Time; not burying, or abu- 
{ing, but uſing the Opportunities, Abt- 
Iitics, and Advantages he hath given us 
tor our ſelves, and him that needeth ; 
whereas, he that doth not Earn, can 
hardly own his own Bread, and in St. Paul's 
judgment, ſhould be debarr'd of Food (/). 

(4.) Ler's endeavour to keep our ſelves 
in a calm, ſerene, even ſlate, which 1s 
the State of Peacc; and upon any breach 
of it, without the leaſt delay, return to 
it again, through him who 1s the great 
Mediator between God and Man, When 


Cl.) 2 Thefl. 3. 10, Oc. 
we 
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we would have, or do any thing, let's 
ſtand exactly even and indifferent as to 
the Event, that whatſoever that be, our 
Happineſs may be the ſame, even as it 
we had deſir'd nothing at all: Without 
being tranſported on account of any 
g00d or bad Succeſs, be it what it will. 
Avoiding all DiſlatisfaCtion, Sorrow, 
Fear, and Anger, Peeviſhneſs, and im- 
moderate Care, Heavineſs, Grudging, 
and Complaints, with all occaſions of 
them. Inuring our ſelves to bear Re- 
pulſes, Abuſes, Injuries, Contempts, 
Scofis, Reproaches, Slanders, Lolles, 
Croſles ; thoſe Calamities, which are fo 
grievous Diſcontents to others, with 
compoſed, fedate, unconcerned Minds ; 
diverting, refreſhing, recreating them by 
contrary pleaſing Objets. Not dwel- 
ling upon melancholy Proſpe&s, fad 
Remcmbrances, and recitals of our Mi- 
ſeries ; but on the Zeſt, moſt pleaſing part 
of our Condition. Eying, not thoſe a- 
bove, but below us, not him in the 
Chair, but thoſe that carry it : Not 
what we want, but enjoy, and others are 
without : What God hath done, and pro- 
vided for us. Let our Thoughts, our 
Hearts 
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Hearts be where we profeſs our Trea- 
ſure, our Country is : Let our Bleſſed- 
neſs, our Reward, (which it's poſlible 
to make ſure of, and Chriſt hath toſd 
us how) [m] be always rolling in our _ 
Minds, and we ſhall have a perpetual 
Antidote againſt all dejetion, which is 
fed by diſobedience and unbelief, While 
we look not at the things that are ſeen, but 
the things which are not ſeen; Ours ap- 
pear /ight Afﬀflidions, and but for a mo- 
ment, and working for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of Glory (n). 
It's roo much pondering on this World 
makes our Minds uneaſie, which if im- 
ploy'd on Divine Objects ( alone capable 
of fatisſying our immortal Appetites ) 
would ſupport and comfort us, when 
nothing elſe could {o). And therefore, 
let's think as little as may be on 2hings 
below, and not at all o» any thing that's 
apt to make us ſad; which the Prophet 
owns his fault, and for which he chides 
his Soul, and chaſes away with delightful 
Thoughts of God (his Goodneſs, Grace 
and Mercy) and Pſalms of Praiſe (p): 


[m] Mat. $. 3, &c. (*) 2 Cor. 4. 16, Oc. 
Co) Plal, 119. 92+ (22) Plal 43. & 77: Ang 
n 
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And ſo ſhould we, trequently raiſing up 
our Souls 1n pious Ejaculations ; ſaying 
continually, the Lord be magnified ; Bleſ- 
[2d be God (q). In our Devotion exer- 
ciling Acts of Reſignation, and Expret- 
ſions of our 'Truſt and Confidence in him, 
(the molt effetual way to obtain it.) But 
thou O Lord art a ſhield for me, my glory, 
and the lifter up of mine head. 7 he Lord is 
my rock, and my fortreſs, and my deliverer 
my God, my ſtrength in whom 1 wil} truſt ; 
my Buckler, and the hora of my ſalvation, 
and my high tower, The Lord is my light and 
my ſalvation, whom ſhall I fear 2 The Lord 
zs the ſtrength of my life, of whom ſhall } be 
afraid 2 Though an hoſt ſhould encamp as 
gainſt me, my heart ſhall not fear ; though 
war ſhould riſe againſt me, 1n this will I be 
confident. For in the time of trouble, he (hall 
hide me in his pavilion, in the ſecret of his 
zabernacle ſhall he hide me, he ſhall ſet me 
 #p upon a Rock (r). And therefore, 

(5-) Let nothing make us ſtagger, or 
be able to ſhake our ſtedfaſt truſt and con- 
fidence in God; his promiſes to us, his pro- 
vidence. over us, doing what we are able 

C42) Plal. 35. 27. & 40, 16 (7) Plal, 3. 3s & 
L3. 2+ & 27+ Iy 3, 5% | | | 
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for our own Salvation, Relief and Safes 
ty, and then humbly, and faithtully 
recommending, and intirely delivering 
up our ſelves, Souls, and Bodies, and 
all our concerns into his hands ; under 
a Quiet compolure of Mind, that he r7akes 
care of us, will make good his word unto 
us. Mankind in general are invited to 
depend continually upon him, trom the 
care he takes of all his Creatures, his 
whole Family. But there's moreover, 
nor only his particular Love, tut hs 
multiplied Promiſes to his Children ; - © 
thoſe devoted to his Service. And hell 
{ſooner diilvive rhe Whole frame of Na- 
ture, than break his word, which he ne- 
ver hath done, nor never can. 

And what would Men give upon the 
Brink, to be ſure of Pardon 2 Good 
Men are as ſure of zt, as of their own 
fancerity, as of the word of God. And, 
As I live ſaith the Lord God, I have no 
pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but 
that the wicked turn from his way and 
live. Turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways, fer why will ye die, O houſe of 1/- 
rael (s)2 Waſh ye, make ye clean, put 

(8) EZ 24-344 
away 
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away the evil of your doings. Ceaſe to do 
evil, learn to do well, (faith the Lord.) | 
Though your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall © 


te as white as ſnow; though they be red 
like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool (t). 
When the wicked Man turneth away from 


his wickedneſs that he hath committed, and £ 


doth that which is lawful and right, he 
(ball fave his foul alive (uv). Let the 
wicked forſake his way, and the unrightes 
ous man bu thoughts, and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly par- 
don (w). Who will have all men to be 
be ſaved, and to come unto the knowlecdze 
of tie truth (x), Not willing that aiiy 
ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
repentance (y). And therefore ſent his 
Son to be the Saviour of the World. And he 
7s the propittation for our fins, and not for 
ours only, but alſo far the fins of the whole 
world (z). Who gave himſelf a ranſom 
for all (a). Taſted death for every man (b). 
Became the author of eternal ſalvation un=- 


Ct_) Iſa. 1. 16, ©. (v) Ezck, 18. 27. (mw) Ifo. 
fo Po (x) 1 Tim. 2.4 (Cy) 2 Pet. 3. 9. 
2) r John 4 14. & 2. 2- (4) 1 Tim. 2. 6. 
(b) Heb, 2. 9. (c) Heb. 5: 9. 


to 


v7 
6 
8 
1 
| 

: 


to all them that obey him (c). Por, the 
Lord bath laid unto him the iniquity of 
us all; He was wounded for our tranſ- 
greſ ons, he was bruiſed for our iniquities ; 

ms chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, 
and with his ſtripes we are healed (4d). 
Herein God commended his love towards 
as, in that while we were yet finners, with- 
out ſtrength, Chriſt died for us, for the 
ungodly (e). And the Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt his fon cleanſeth us from all fin (f). 
Then, who ſhall lay any thing to the 
charge of God's cleft > It is God that 
juſtifieth, who is ke that condemneth ? It 
is Chriſt that died, yea rather that is 
riſen again, who is even at the right hand 
of God : who alſo maketh interceſſion for 


us (g). Wherefore he is able alſo to ſave 


them to the uttermoſt that come unto God 
by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make in- 
terceſſion for them (h), So that whoſo 
confeſſeth and forſaketh his fins ſhall have 
mercy (i), For, if we confeſs our ſins, 
he is faithful (having promiſed ) and 
juſt, ( Chriſt having farisfied ) ?o forgive 


(d) Ia. $3. 4, 6. (ec) Rem-5.6, 1 John 
- 7 (8) Rom. 8. 33, 34 (4+) Heb. 7. 25. 
Ci) Prov. 28. 13. 


US 
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us our fins, and to cleanſe us from all un- 
righteouſneſs (k). 

And, he that ſpared not his own Soy, 
but delivered him up for us all how ſhall 
he not with him alſo freely give us all 
things (1)? Without queſtion he will, 
whe {o dearly loved us. By our 1:cre- 
dulity we dilpute the goodneſs and ve- 
racity, the Truth and Faithtulnefſs of 
God. For every unworthy d4//truſt of 
him a good Man reproves himſelf ; as 
arguing, great Ignorance, or little Faith, 
They are our Saviour's own words, there- 
fore can never poſſibly deceive us, Seek 
ye firſt the Kingdom of God and bis righs 
reouſneſs, and Gl theſe things ſhall be ad- 
aed unto you (m), That 1s, as himſelt 
explains it, all theſe things which our 
heavenly Father knoweth we have need 
of. And ſure then, we have little teme 
ptation to fear want, when we are aſſur d 
of all needful things; it may perhaps be 
an equal mercy to ſecure'us from great 
abundance, and from neceſlary (uffer- 
ings no mercy, but a diskindneis. The 
P/almiſt thankfully acknow ledges Afili- 

Ck) it John 1.9. (7) Rom, $8 ; 32, (m) Mat. 
6. 33, —} 
C/103S$ 
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(ions among the great Bleſſings of his 
life (nu). And our Saviour 1njoins us to 
rejoyce and be exceeding glad, inſtead of 
being caſt down under them (0) : And 
concludes it a great refletion on the 
Divine Providence, and his conſtant fol- 
lowers, to be difiident of his fatherly 
goodneſs 10 us, who are bis off-ſpring (Pp); 
and who hath implanted tuch a tender 
care and kindneis in natural Parents to 
their's (q). He's the beſt judge of all 
Men's neceſſities; and appoints or per- 
mits nothing, but what's for our wel- 
fare, benefir, advantage ;. in right rea- 
ſon, all things conſidered, beſt for us ; 
and what we ſhould be ſure to wiſh, it 
we rightly underſtood our own Cale. 
Making ir our buſineſs to pleaſe him, 
if we afte&t not to lay it on thick ; 
ſquander not away our proviſion ; be 
ſatisfied with what Nature deſires, and 
what infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs ap- 
points; we ſhall have ſo much as 1s ne- 
ccſlary to ſupport us in our Beings ; not 
only enough to keep Lite and Soul to- 


Cn) Pal. 1198 71, 75s (0) Mat. 5. IT, 12. 
CP) ARs 17. 28: (4) Ifa. 49. 15. Mat. 6. 31, 
32, & 7. Il, 


gether, 
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gether, but a ſufficient compeiency for 
induſtrious, moderate, frugal Perſons ; 


} 
iP 


and while we're ſure of thus much, we | | 


muſt blame our ſelves only, it we be 


unhappy for what's not really needful |} 


for us. 

The Lord alſo will be a refuge for the 
oppreſſed, a reſuge in times of trouble. 
And they that know thy name will put 
their truſt in thee : for thou, Lord, haſt 
mot forſaken them that ſeek thee (7). 
When, and as beſt, keeping them from, 
ſupporting them under, delivering them 
out of all their troubles. 

And now having brought our ſelves 
to a /tedfaſ dependance upon God ; we 
thall find, we have laid the ſureſt Foun- 
dation for our own Comfort and Hap- 
pineſs, in this World, and that which 
is to come; of ſuch unſpeakable ad- 
vantage is this excellent duty to all that 
are rightly exerciſed therein. It's the 
beſt recommendation to the Divine Bleſ- 
ſing and Protection ; the beſt antidote 
againſt carcs and fears ; the beſt ſup- 
port under all preſſures and calamiries; 
the beſt preparation againſt the Preva- 

Cr_) Pal. g. 9. 10. 
lency 


This neceſſarily diſpoſes us to take no 
thought for the morrow : To torbear 
tormenting our ſelves with direful Ex- 


pettations of what may happen here- 


after : Baniſhes, chaſes away all doubt- 
tul Apprehenſions; lays us in a plea- 
ſing, delightful repoſe: Enables us to 
bid defiance to whatſoever threatens us; 
and not to be ruffled, or diſcompos'd at 
any inconveniences we meet with here. 
This is that compleat Security, that 
perfe&t Safety and Satisfaction menti- 
on'd by the Prophet, as annexed to a 
ſteady Reliance upon God, Thou wilt 
keep bim in perfett peace, whoſe mind ts 


| ſtayd on thee ; (and for this very reaſon ) 


becauſe he truſteth in thee (5). 

(6.) Serious and devout Prayer, is the 
way to compoſe our Thoughts, to calm 
our Paſſions, to refreſh our Spirits, to 
ſpiritualize and raiſe our AﬀeCtions, to 
{trengthen our Faith, quicken our Hope, 
inflame our Love; to obtain the Divine 
Atliſtance, to diſcharge our Minds (un- 


(5) Iſa, 26. 3: 
leſs 
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| tency of thoſe temptations, whereby 
| the diffident and diſtruſtful of God's 
| Providence, are ſure to be overcome. 
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leſs we are very Hypocritical in our 
Devotion ) of all Cares and Fears : Pro- 
vided we implore him with clean Hearts 
and Hands ; from a full Perſwaſion, and 
firm Belief, of his gracious Promiſes, 
and Chriſts powerful Interceſlion ; as 
our great Duty, and a means to ob- 
tain what we want. A careleſs, cu- 
ſtomary Performance of it, breeds 
trouble afterwards, for not diſcharging 
it as we ought; or an Inſenbility, and 
deadneſs in our Souls, without any 
Warmth, Life, or Comfort. Being 
therefore, not only conſtant, but very 


{vlemn, and affcEtionate in our Devo-  ' 


tion, with all our might, fervent in 
Spirit, ſerving the Lord, pouring out 
our Souls unto God our exceeding 
Joy (er), we may go away in peace, 
with our Countenance no more ſad, (v), 
knowing, te hath heard us (w). He 
heareth us always (x). Is nigh unto us 
in all we call upon him for (y). The 
Lord is nigh unto all them that call 
upon him, to all that call upon him in 


(t) Pſal. 43. 4+ (v) 1 Sam. 1, 15, &c. (w) Plal. 
65. 2. & 34. 6 (x) Pal. 66. 18, 19, John 9. 31. 
& in 41, 42» (5) Deute 4. 7. 


truth | 
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truth. He will fulfil the defire of them 
that fear him, he alſo will hear their cry, 
and will ſave them (=). The eyes of all 
wait upon him, and he giveth them their 
meat in due ſeaſon. Fle openeth his hand, 
and ſatisfieth the defire of every living 
thing, provideth for (Birds, and Beaſts 
of Prey) the raven his food, when his 
yourg ones cry unto God, The young. 
lions roar after their prey, and ſeek 
their meat from God (a). He hear- 
eth the prayer of therighteous (b), His 
eyes are upon them, and his ear open to 
their cry (c). Whatſoever we -ask, we 
receive of him (d). And this is the con- 
fidence that we have in him, that if we 
ask any thing according to bis will, he 
heareth us (e). Every one that asketh 
receiveth (f). And therefore, if any of 
you lack wiſdom, (or any thing pertain- 
ing to Lite and Godlineſs) /et him as& 
of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be 
given him (g). There's a natural Hope, 

Cz) Pal. 145. 18, 19. (C4) Job 3r. 41. Pal, 
104. 21, 25, 27. & 145. 15, 16, (6) Prov. 15. 29. 


Ha. 5. 16. (c_) Pſal. 34. 15, 19. (4) 1 John 3. 
21, 22. Ss > 1 john DB, I4, I 9. (1) Mat, 7. V8. 


(2) Jam. 1« 5+ 
N good 
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good Men have in God, that he will | 
hear. and help them. Themſelves will Þ 
do all the good they can, tor thole © 
that ask them. But. this Property oft þ 
Goodneſs, is moſt perfet in God, who 
is perfe&t and infinite in Goodneſs. If ye F 
then (as our Saviour teaches us to ar- * 
gue) being evil, know how to give good | 

ifts unto your Children, how much more | 
Pall your Father which is in Heaven, ' 
give good things to them that ask him (h)? 
But theſe natural Notions we have, that 
God is good, reddy to forgive, heaveth 
prayer, plenteous in mercy unto all them | 
that call upon him (i), are confirm'd- © 
by his expreſs word, his multiplied pro- 
miſes ; that he ſaith net to the ſeed of + 
Facob, ſeek ye me in vain (k). And call 
upon me in the day of tronble; I will de- 
liver thee (l.) Before they call I will | 
anſwer, and whilff they are yet ſpeaking, 

T will hear (m). Ask, and it ſhall be * 
gruen you. All things whatſoever ye 
ſhall ask in prayer, believing, ye fhall 
receive. Whatſoever he ſhall ask the fa- 


Ch) Mat. 7. 11. (7) Plal, 65. 2. 8& $6. 5. 
Ch) Ia. 45. 19, CID Plal 50, 15 (mY) Ia. | 
65. 24, 


ther 
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” ther in my name, he will give it you, 
” faith our Saviour (»). And for this 
© purpoſe he appears for us at the right 
' & qand of God, to offer up our Prayers, 
and to make Interceſſion for us (o). 
” Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
” throne of grace, that we may ottain 
” mercy, (for pardon) and find grace to 
- help, (and ſtrengthen us) in time of 
weed (þ). | 

(7.) That we may be careful, (anxi- 
= ous, thoughtful, ſolicitous,) for nothing ; 
* to our Prayers and Supplications unto 
God, we muſt joyn thankſgiving. Un- 
der a grateful Reſentmenr, and thank- 
ful Acknowledgment of his marvellous 
of - loving Kindnets, in CoAdeſcending to, 
all humbly. beſeeching, and ſtedtaſtly be» 
le- lieving that he will take care of us. 
i/l This 1s the moſt effeftual way to com- 
', mit our ways ( or, in other words) to 
be © Caſt our Burden, and all our care upon 
ye him (9). There's no better remedy a- 
all gainſt all perplexing Thoughts for the 


(Cn) Mat. 7. 7. & 21.22, John 15. 7. & 16. 23. 
(0) John 14. 16. & 16. 26. Rom. $. 34 Rev. 8. 3. 
(?-) Heb. 4. 16. (9) Phil. 4. 6, Pal. 37. 5. & 
55+ 22: | 


er N 2 future, 
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future, than that ſenſible Experience 
we have had already of his good Pro- 
vidence towards us. It being impol;- 
ble to have a grateful Sente, and a fo: 
{icitous Diſtruſt of his Goodnels at the 
ſame time. 

' It becomes us therefore to procure 
and maintain perpetually ſuch a deep 
ſenſe of all his mercies, that our hearts 
may be unfeignedly thankful: in no # 
wiſe ſuffering any regret to diſturb our þ 
Praiſe, to quench our Joy in God, in '* 
his Divine Excellencies, and their Be- 
neficialneſs to us. Singing and making © 
melody in our hearts to the Lord (r). © 
Compoſes, refreſhes diſordered Minds ; _ | 
as David's Harp, chaſes away the trou- | 
bled Spirit, from moleſted Souls. 7: 
zs (then) a good thing to give thanks 
wnto the Lord, and to ſing praiſes 
unto thy name, O moſt high : To ſhew 
orth thy loving Kindneſs in the morning, 
and thy faithfulneſs every night (5). TI | 
will Bleſs the Lord at all times : Flis 
praiſe ſhall continually be in my mouth. 
My ſoul ſhall make her boaſt in the Lord : 
The humble ſhall hear thereof and be glad. 


Ce) Epi <. 10. (9) Pal g2. i, 2. 
0; mage 
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O magnifie the Lord with me, and let us ex+ 
alt hu name together (t). Every day will [ 
bleſs thee, and I will praiſe thy name for. 
ever and ever. I will fins unto the Lord 
as long as I live: I will fing praiſes unto 
my God, while I have my being. My me- 
ditation of him ſhall be ſweet : I will be 
elad in the Lord. Bleſs the Lord, O my 
{oul, and all that is. within me, bleſs 
his holy name. Bleſs the Lord, O my. 
foul, - and forget not all his benefits, Who 
forgiveth all thine wniquities : Who heal- 
eth all thy diſeaſess Who redeemeth 
thy. life from deſtruction : who. crowneth 
thee with loving kindneſs and tender mer- 
ces (V). | 

(8.) Let us frequently, with attention 
and cloſe application of mind, read and 


obſerve the holy ſcriptures. Making them 


our Counſellor, our Comtorter, our 
Lreaſure, our Study, our Delight, our 
Meditation Day and Night; we ſhall 
eſteem the words of his mouth, more 
than our neceilary Food, ſweeter than 
Honey, and the Honey-comb: Above 
Gold, yca than much fine Gold : Bet- 
(1 dle 24. I, V - 103, . 
COTS K Kr, COT Weis = 
| N 3 ter 
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ter unto us than thouſands of Gold 
and Silver (w). We ſhall then not en- 
vy, but pity any who have the greateſt 
Inſight into Arts, Sciences, Hi/tories, and 
neglect 7hzs, ſo Ancient, that it rakes 
riſe from the firſt point of Time ; be- 
ginning with the Original of the whole 
Univerſe. So True, as atteſted by its 
very Enemies, and our own experti- 
ence. So Comprehenfroe, that it informs 
us in all things neceſſary to be known, 
the chief Good, and Happineſs of this 
World and the next ; with the rght 
path that intallibly leads to it; and 
ſuch Motives and Encouragements to 
keep us zr z!, as to which nothing can 
be added. 

Where can we find ſuch ſatisfying en- 
rertainment as here? To lee in the new 
Teſtament, the accompliſhments of ſo 
many Types, Rites, Ceremonies, Sacri- 
fices, Prophecies, Promiſes, of the Old. 
The Glory of infinite Wiſdom. The 
Harmony of the Divine Attributes in 
the Contrivance, and Accompliſhment 
of our Redemption : his Juſtice ſatis- 


(w) Job 23s I2, Plal, I, 2, ve 19, $, T I19. 24, 
SO, 721 99) 127+ 
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fied, without diminution to his Mer» 
cy ; and his Mercy, without intrench- 
ing on his Juſtice : His Holineſs molt 
eminent in his Indignation againſt Sin 
and his Love in ſparing Sinners. 

Such ſtrange variety of Memorable 
remarkable Occurrences, heroick Acti- 
ons, undaunted firmneſs of Mind, un» 
der, and in ſight of ſuffering, before 
Kings and Judges of the Earth ; ſuch 
excellent Diſcourſes ; well couch'd Pa- 
rables; variety of Events; the Deli» 
verances and Puniſhments, Lives and 
Ends of the Righteous, and the Wick- 
ed, wherewith it abounds ; at once in- 
ſtruQting, and encouraging with a de- 
I;ghtful Admiration. What Divine E- 
loquence 2 What moving Rhetorick > 
What melting Strains 2 What endear- 
ing Expreſſions, and Inſtances of the 
greateſt Tenderneſs and Love, to re- 
concile us at once, to God and our 
ſelves? To draw and win us to our 
Duty and Happineſs: Who hath to 
many Titles to us; and by whoſe meer 
Bounty we live : Engaging to reward 
our Obedience, which he might, upon 
the utmoſt Penalty exact ; and will, if 

N 4 we 
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we will, enable us to perform. What 
moving Examples of Uprightneſs and 
integrity, fervent Prayer and Charity ; 
unſhaken Faith and Conſtancy ; intire 
Subm:ſion and Relignation to God's 
Will; Patience, Contentedneſs, Joylful- 
nels under Sufferings. 7ly ſtatutes have 
been my ſongs in the houſe of my Pilgri= 


mage (x). 


A Book that means us ſo much good ; 
deſign'd only to make us happy ; gives 
us the trueſt Judgment of all worldly, 
and eternal Things ; ſpeaks not at our 
meer vain Rate, but for the moſt im- 
portant Ends; tending more to the Re- 
putation, Health, and Harmony of Man- 
kind, than all the Sayings of the Sages 
upon Earih. That great Magazine, 
a1d Store-houſe of Health, Help and 
Comfort : That hath ſo much in it to 
cure Heavineſs, to extirpate Grief, to 
lay aſleep our. troubleſome Thoughts 
and Paſſions ; to raiſe and fatisfie our 
drooping doubting Spirits, when our 
Feet are well nigh ſlipt ; to adminilter 
relief under all Wrongs and Injuries to 
ſupport us under all the Adverſities of 


(x) Plal. 119. 54. . 
Life, 
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Life, and Terrors of Death. How ma- 
ny precious Promitles tor all things per- 
taining to Life and Godlineſs, are 'ſcat- 
tered through it, to fill us with all Joy 
and Peace in believing ! "That ſets be- 
fore us, how to be delivered from Im- 
purity and Inquietude : To free our 
{elves from the Tyranny of thoſe Luſts, 
Appetites, Paſtions, which ſo agitate 
and turmoil our Souls : How to. recover 
our Liberty and Freedom from: the vi=- 
leſt Bondage, by his holy Spirit, upon 

our asking Grace ; and freſh Supplies 
of, it, upon our good improving, -7e. 
That 1ſhews us our Enemies, and their 
ſnares laid before us for .our: Lives: 


FFortifics our Faith: ; excites our Cour * 


rage; aſliſts, furnithes us with the whole + 
Armour of God; animates our Souls, 
by. aſturing us, that. it.» we will not 
baſely ſurrender our ſelves, we. can ne- 
ver be overcome; 'if we but fland our 


Ground, keep cloſe to its Conduct, tol-. 


low our Leader, who hath ſpoiled Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, we cannot mils 
of Victory, oft a Crown of Life, for 
being kind- to; our ſelves, willing te 
be happy lierc. | 

N 5 A 
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A Book that takes in, the Care of 
our {ccular Concerns. A quiet Life ; 
keeping us out of the way of many 
Misfortunes which turbulent, unruly 
Spirits meet with, by /zvizg peaceably 
with a] Men: Puts us into the faireſt 
road to Riches; by a diligent Hand, 
and the Bleſſing of God, How to preſerve 
our Reputation ; by providing things 
honeſt in the fight of all Men. To 
make our Enemies at peace with us ; by 
having our ways pleaſe the Lord, How 
to ſecure an wiconcerned Mind, and 
all we realy want, by relying on him. 
Fixing us in all Viciffitudes, by fatis- 
fying us, who Rules, in whoſe Hands 
we are. Thy teftimonies have I taken 
«a an heritage for ever : for they are 
the rejoyeing of my heart (y). 

(9.) Let not the conſolations of God 
ge ſmall unto us, which he hath given 
uw in his word, Not Cuſtomarily think- 
ing on, but ruminating, digeſting of 
them ; expatiating our cloſeſt Thoughts 


upon them. Amongſt ſo many, wel 


here inſtance but in ove, which we 
would not be without for all the 


Cy.) Pfal. 119. 111, 
World, 


of the Sonl. 27T 
World, Te know that all things 
work together fo2 good, to them that 
love God (2). A moſt comfortable 
Truth. For (1.) this gives us ſecurity 
where there's moſt need of it, 2. e. as 
gainſt the Cauſes of Fear and Sorrow, 
7. e. The Evils of this Life. (2.) The 
Untverſality of the Expreſſion, makes 
our Comfort and Security equal to our 
Dangers : The number of them cannot 
diſmay us, where, without Exception 
to any one, Proviſion is made againſt 
all : where the remedy will not fail, 
not only, if avy one, but, if every one 
of them ſhould happen, that we are 
liable to. (3.) It's an equal Antidate 
againſt the dread, and feeling of Sor- 
row. Suftering not our Preſent En- 
joyments to be imbittered with Fear 
of the future ; and ſupplies to us with 
Hope and Patience when Evils are 
prefent. That Belief which ſupports 
us under preſent Evils, will not let us 
teel Diſturbance from the Poſlibility os 
future ones. 


(WV Rom. 8> 23 
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There being a Concurrence of our 
Endeavours, the Grace of God will not 
be wanting ; for if any thing that's 
grievous betal us by his Providence, 


he will not deny us that inward Aſli- 


{ſtance of his Spirit towards a good Ule 


_ of it, which is needful; becauſe the 


outward means of doing us good, is 
not of our own chuſing, but his. Whilſt 
we unalterably reſolve not to forfeit 
our Intereſt in his ſpecial Grace and 
Providence, for obtaining any worldly 


Good, or avoiding any worldly Evil. 


For, when without $77, we cannot a- 
void Suffering, he'll turn it to a greater 
Good ; becauſe it plainly appears to be 
his will, that we ſhould ſuffer. So that, 
z0 do evil, for a good End, is not only 
damuable (a), but fooliſh (Bb), to obtain 
that which may be for our hurt, or 
prevent that which may be for our 
Good. And is allo a diſhonovring God, 
by diſtruſting his Providence, which is 
in nothing more concern'd, than in ſce- 
ing that in the Event no Man ſhall be 
a lolcr by doing his Duty. Laying 
this as a ſure Foundation for us to 
(4) Rom. 3. 8, (5) Deut. 44 6. 23 Sam. 12. 13» 
build 


6 ” 
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build upon; that, though our Afairs 
go never ſo contrary to us, Its belt 
things ſhould be as God will have 
them ; who in chuſing our Condition 
hath ſtill a regard to what 7s beſt ſor 
4s > So that, we may not only con- 
clude in General, that it's good for us 
that we are afflicted, that he in faith- 
fulneſs afflicts us (c), but particularly, 
that that Affliction we are under is 
more for our good, than any other 
would have been, not only Adverſity 
in general, but thoſe that happen to 
us 1n particular. 

And now, were it left to us, whe- 
ther we would have an aſſured intereſt 
in this Promiſe, and that Grace and 
Providence of God, which will make 
' it Good; or, from Time to Time have 
| the Diſpoſal of our, ſelves. 'Would we 
truſt our ſelves in our own Hand, who 
ſhould undo our elves, even with de- 
firing hurtful Things ;*'and take our 
ſelves out of God's, who will make all 
things that are not good in themſelves 
work together tor good? 


Cc) Pal. 119. 71, 75. 


And, 
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And, can we wiſh any thing more 
for the quieting our Minds, the giving 
us 2 profound and Jaſting Peace, than 
to know that future Evils will as cer- 
tainly work for our Good, as if they 
were preſent? And that though they 
are ſuppoſed and uncertain, yet the 
good 1s certain, upon ſuppoſition that 
the Evil happens? To reap all the Com- 


fort of preſent Enjoyments; and to be 


able to account” upon Adverſity, with- 
out Diſturbance 2 We know they are 


uncertain, and- that while they laſt, 


they ſhall work for our Good, and when 
they” fail; they ſhall do/fo too. And is 
not this a mighty Advantage, to know, 
and be aſſured of this? And what can 
be wanting to an abſolute Aſſurance of 
it, but that we /ove God 2 And this is 
the love of God, that we keep his com- 
mandments (4d). 


(4) I John Go Jo 
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HE Senſual World entertain 

ſtrange Thoughts of Religion ; 
as it it were a ſullen, lumpiſh, melan- 
choly Thing ; void of all Mirth and 
Pfeaſure : Requiring a dull, heavy, mo- 
roſe kind of Life ; full of Hardſhip and 
Severity. That it's a lamentable way 
to our promiſed Land; through a ſo- 
litary, diſconſolate Wilderneſs ; barren 
of every thing to gratifie and delight ; 
and that cateth up the Inhabitants with 
bitter Remorſe. Whereas, rt alone, 1s 
the never-failing Source ot true, pure, 
ſteady, ſubſtantial, conſtant” Foy : Such 
as is deeply rooted in the Heart ; im- 
moveably founded on the Reaſon of 
Things ; permanent, like the immor-. 
tal Spirit wherein it dwells, and the 
eternal Objet, on which it's fix'd. 
Permits us not, be one moment fad ; 
baniſhes the leaſt Fit of Melancholy : 
Allows, obliges, commands us in all 
rumes, 
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rimes, upon all occaltions 7o Repoyce, 
And what. can any Soul deftre more; 
than to be always in. good Humour, 
in a chearful Frame ? To lead a Life 
in continual Alacrity 2 Who would-nar 
embrace ſo pleaſant a Duty, as Pleature 
at ſelf 2 Who would afte&t a Sin, which 
hath nothing in it but Diſeaſe, and Dil- 
guſt 2 Tempered with regret ; eaſily 
daſhd by croſs accident ; ſoon declining 
into a nauſeous Satiety in the end des» 
generating into. Gaul, and biting An» - 
guiſh. Even 7n laughter the beart ts 
forrowful ; -and at the end of that mirth is 
heavineſs (e). 

| How can we ſufficiently magnifie the 
tranſcendent Goodneſs of God, that he 
enjoins Foy, and prohibits Sadveſs : Makes 
our Duty, to be our Delight; and our 
Sorrow, to be our, Sin. Adapting his 
Holy Will, to our principal Inſtinct : 
Would have us reſemble him in a con- 
ſtant ſtate of Happineſs; hath provided 
for us Joy and Plcalure here, and at 
his right Hand for evermore: Ordered 
the whole frame. wa our- Religion, in. a 


Ce) Prov; 14+ 


ten» 


DOS. ©... : 6. . 


of the Sottl. 277 


tendency to procure Joy in thoſe that 
embrace it. 

Muſt it not be very entertaining, to 
contemplate the infinite Wiſdom, Power, 
Bounty of God in the Creation ? In 
raiſing this great, this magnificent Pile, 
producing fo beautiful a Structure, ſo 
goodly a Frame : Furniſhing every part 
of it, with ſuch variety of Creatures, 
ſo exquiſitely fitted for the Ule and 
Service of themſelves, and one ano- 
ther > So copious a Store-houſe of 


things, with a ſpecial Regard. to owr 
 Suſtentation, Accommodation, Delight. 


And, with the ſame Almighty Hand, 
vigilant Care, benign Regard, uphold- 
ing, governing, maintaining the ſame? 
To obſerve the conſpicuous Strokes and 
Tracts of infinite Wiſdom : The mira- 
culous Demonſtrations of the Divine 
Hand; the ſtupendious Efforts of its 
Power ; the ſignal Triumphs of Pro- 
vidence, his glorious PerfeQtions fo II- 
luſtriouſly ſhining forth, (who is the 
principal of our Love, our Reverence, 


our Confidence; to the convittion of 
Infidelity, confirmation of our Faith, 


chcriſhing of our Hope, cncouraging 


our 
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our Obedience.) ſpreading and renewing 
a Table where all may reach. His Be- 
nefits to Mankind particularly, fo plen- 
tifully diſpenſed. Renewing the Dona- 
tion of our Being every moment, by 
preſerving it. While we are ſpending 
the Production of one Year, preparing 
for us againſt another. Placing us as 
ſpeators in this noble Theatre, the 
World, to view and applaud thoſe Scenes 
of Earth and Heaven, the workmanſhip 
of his Hands. O Lord, how manifold are thy 
works ! In wiſdom haſt thou made them all : 
the earth is full of thy riches : ſo is this great 
and wide ſea, wherein are things creeping, 
inmumerable, both ſmall and great, &c. (f). 

He might have made the Earth, a 
place of our perpetual Suffering; a kind 


of Hell unto .us. Submitted us here to - 


continual Miſery ; ſhut up from us all 
Springs of Pleaſure and Delight ; turn- 
ed all our fair Days, into ſo many fad 
and diſmal Nights; given us Eyes for 
nothing, but ſrighttul AſpeRts, or to be 
filld with Tears; and Ears to receive 
no ſound bur that of his Judgments ; 
a taſte tor nothing but Bitterneſs; a 


Cf) Pfal. 104. & 145. 15, 16, 
touch: 
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touch to be ſenſible of nothing but Pain : 
He might have mingled all our Feaſts 
with Gall ; incloied every taking Ob- 
jet with Briars and Thorns to picrce 
us through at coming near them. But 
behold, among how many comforts hath 
he placed us, and given us Liberty and 
Ability to enjoy, who deſerve not the 
meanetſt Competency of the common 
Benefits all Men partake of, and with- 
out which we cannot ſubſiſt > Whom 
ſtri&t Juſtice would often caſt into ut- 
ter Diſconſolateneſs 2 Not only our En- 
joyments, but the Capacity to enjoy 
chem, is his Bounty. Behold, the 
Goods he hath pgiven us, offers to us, 
hath put into our Reach! Yea, he hath 
made us capable of, faithfully offers to 
us, the greateſt, immenſe, all-compre- 
hending good, himſelf, the Fountain of 
all Joy and Bliſs, to be fully enjoyed by 
us: In having whom, we virtually and 
in effect have al things : Becoming 
thereby, in the higheſt degree, rich, ho- 
nourable, happy. We will be glad and 
rejoyce in thee, we will remember thy love 
more than wine : the upright love thee (g). 


(2) Can. Is 4. 
| What 
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What 1s the Goſpel, but good tidings 
of great Joy ? Doth he not repreſent 
himſelt therein, as the God of Love, 
of Hope, of Peace, of all Conſolation ? 
Hath he not ſent down from Heaven 
his only begotten Son, to allume our 
Nzature, to ſatisfie for our Sins ? Hath 
he not reſcu'd us from endleſs miſery ? 
Purchaſed Pardon, Peace, cternal Salva- 
tion? Promiſed the Comforter to abide 


with us for ever? Is he not now fitting, 


10 glorious Exaltation at Gods right 
Hand? Governing the World for his 
Church's Benefit > Intercceding, as our 
mercitul, faithful High-Prieſt,, for our 
Forgiveneſs and Acceptance? for Sup- 


ply of our Neceſlities; Relief of our 


Diſtreſles ; Aſſitance of our Weakneſs ; 
that we. may be able to overcome 
fleſhly Luſts, inordinate Paſſions, ſtrong 
Temptations, our Selves, the World, 
Principalit:es. and Powers ; 70 do all 
things (incumbent on us) through him 
that ſtrengtheneth us (h). For what doth 
he call us to lim 2 But that he may 
give reſt unto our Souls ;. wipe away 
all Tears from our Eyes; ſave us from 
Ch) Phil, 4. 13. 
moſt 
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moſt -woful Deſpair ; ſettle us in a 
bleſſed Hope; that we may enter into 
our Maſter's Joy : that our Hearts may 
rejoyce ; that our Joy may be full, that 
no Man taketh from us? The king dom 


of God conſiſts in Righteouſneſs, Peace, 


and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt (7). The 


fruits (ſprouting from the root of 


Chriſtian Life ) of the Spirit, are Love, 
Joy, Peace (k). Our Lord pronunces 


a ſpecial Beatitude, to the Pra&tice of 


every Virtue (/). Each Grace ( Humi- 
lity, Meckneſs Patience, Sc.) have a 
peculiur Delight annexed to it : No pt- 
ous Exerciſe, no good Deed, can be 
performed without Satisfaftion. And 
it we ſcan all the Doctrines, Precepts, 
Promiſes of Chriſtianity, each appear 
pregnant with matter of Joy, each 
yield great Reaſon, ſtrong Obligation 
to rejoyce always. How many Decla- 
rations importing a Joyful SatisfaCtion, 
rranted to the Obſervers of God's 
Commandments 2 That, in keeping 
them there's great reward. That, /ight 
is ſown for the righteous, and olad- 


(i) Rom. 14. 37. {(&) Gal. 5. 22. [1 Mat. $5. 


neſs 
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meſs for the upright in heart {m). 


What a warm and vigorous Influ- | 


ence muſt a Religious Heart feel from 
fixing his Love, (the ſweeteſt, moſt 
deleQable of all Paſſions) on the molt 
amiable, deſirable Objet, that uncre- 
ated Beauty, that ſupream, all-ſufficient 
Good ? whoſe Nature is Love ; who 
prevented us with 7, when we were 
Enemies; will embrace us when we are 
become his Friends : Not deny his Love 
to a Soul wholly devoted to him, de- 
firing nothing ſo much, as to ſerve 
and pleaſe him; not diſdain his own 
Image, nor the heart wherein it is en- 
graven : Who can never be abſent 
trom us; opening our Eyes, we eve- 
ry where behold the Appearances of 
his Preſence and Glory ; the Traces of 
the Divine Nature and PerfeCtions dif- 
covered in every thing we fee, and 
converſe with him whom our Soul lo» 
veth. It's not the Colour, the comli- 
neſs of Faces, or Proportion, but. we 
ſee, or apprehend ſome Excellency, 
Goodneſs, Sweetneſs of Nature and 
Diſpoſition, that charms our Spirits, 
Cm_) Plal. 19. 11, & g7. 11. 
Com» 


| 
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commands our Love, even of them we 


| never ſaw: Their PerfeCtions are not 


obvious to the ſight of our Eyes; we 
can only diſcern rhe Signs and Effets 
of them. We cannot but diſcern that 
Almighty Power, Wiſdom, - Goodnels, 
which fills the Univerſe; Diſplays $ 
it ſelf in all the Parts of the Creation; 
eſtabliſhes the frame of Nature ; turns 
the mighty Wheel of Providence; and 
keeps the World from Diſorder and 
Confuſion, who is the only true Caule 
of all our Comfort from every Crea- 
ture : That alone As in us, and cauſes 
all our grateful Senſations; wherewith 
we're truly atteted. All the good 
we ever enjoyd, or can expect, being 
derived from his pure Bounty. Every 
thing elſe in Competition with him, 
being Pitiful, Mean, Ugly, Loathſom : 
All things without him, vain, unpro- 
fitable, hurtful to us. Let them that 
love thy name, be joyful in thee (n). 
What a happy Complexion, chear- 
ſul Diſpoſition, is there in charity to 
Man / which rids us of thoſe gloomy, 


Cn) Pal. 5. 11. » 
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keen, turbulent Imaginations, unchari- 
table Afﬀections, that cloud our Minds, 
frets our Hearts, diſcompoſes the frame 
of our Souls ; and conſequently ſettles 
our Minds in an even- Temper, fedate 
Humour, harmonious Order; in that 
pleaſant ſtate of Tranquility, which 
naturally reſults from the Voidance of 
irregular Paſſions. 

What Glory, what Triumph, what 
Satisfaftion is there, in forgiving Inju- 
ries > Whereby we diſcharge our Souls 
from thoſe vexatious Inmates, thoſe 
black Thoughts, of burning Anger, | 
ſtormy Contentions, gnawing Envy, 
rankling Spite, raking Suſpicion: Clear | 
our ſelves from the troubles attending 
Feuds, Striſe, diſtrafting Animotfirics : 
Render our: felves capable of Divine 
Mercy : Acquire a Title to our own 
Forgivenels.. 

What more Excellent, Noble, Gene- 
rous 3 what Sweetneſs and Delight,” 1n 
a Soul that feels it ſelf enlarged to 
embrace all Mankind 2 . Whoſe Withes 
and Deſires are levelled at the Good 
and Waefare of the Univerſe; that con- 
ſiders every Man's Intereſt as his own ; 

| over« 
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over-looks their Ingratitude, Malice, 
Injuries; pities their Folltes;! overcomes 
their 'evil with good-:! Is fo far: from 
entertaining any ' baſe, or - injurious 
Thought, that he had' rather ſuffer a 
thouſand Wrongs, than be guilty 'of 
one: Never deligns any other" revenge 
againſt his moſt malicions , Enemies, 
than to put alt the .Obligarions-he 
can. upon them, whether chey: will or. 
no. C0: BERE 
How great a Joy is thefe in leſſen- 
ing 'the ;Inconveniences of Mankind 2 
tn - removing the. Troubles,  encreaſing 
the SatisfaCtions,: -abating the 'Wants, 
eaſing the Pains; allaying the Sorrows 
of one another ; ſuccouring. thoſe that 
are overtaken with any Calamity, in 
any wiſe doing good-?' whereby 'we 
teed \good Humour gratifie' our beſt 
Inclinations ;.  endear our » Brethren ; 
mollifie, oblige our Enemies ; reſem= 
ble the Divine Goodneſs; attra&t the 
Divine Favour. Who can' out of Cha- 
rity give Alms, or ſhew Mercy: with- 
out, chearfulneſs.? [Seeing, :.he-- thereby 
latisfies his own Mind, eaſes his own 
Bowels, receives more'pgood to him- 

O felt, 
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ſelf, than he doth to his Neighbour 
(ſo that, properly ſpeaking, the Re- 
Cceivers are the BenefaCtors ) diſcharges 
a Duty acceptable to God, obliges him 
to requite, abundantly to reward his 
ſlender Beneficence : So well pleaſing 
to our Saviour, that he hath engaged 
his word, under the Figure of the 
ood Samaritan, —— Whatſoever thou 
ſpendeſs mere (upon him) when 7 come 
again : TI will repay thee (0). 

How unconfinedly, inexhauſtibly vaſt, 
is that Delight which a charitable 
Complacency in the good of our 
Neighbour (a rejoycing with - thoſe 
that rejoyce, &c.) affords > We thence 
ingroſling all the good in the World ; 
appropriating to our ſelves all the pro- 
ſperous Succeſles ; all the pleaſant En- 
tertainments ; all the comfortable : Sa- 
tisfactions of our Neighbour. Had I 
my Choice of all things that might 
tend to my preſent Felicity, next to 
the Love and Enjoyment of God, I 
would pitch upon this, to have my 
heart poſſeſſed with the greateſt kind- 


Co.) Luke 16. 35; 


ncſs, 
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neſs towards all Men in the World: 
This would make the partake tin all 
their Happineſs : Their' inward En- 
dowments, - and/ outward Proſperity; 
every thing that benefitred, or advan- 
taged them, would afford me comfort 
and delight. | ' 
Yea, the Soul, even by a charitable 
Sympathy, or Condolence'in our Neighs 
bour's Adverfity, is (not deſtitute' of 
Delight) thereby melted into a gene 
tle Fernper, ſuſceptive of the beſt Ins 
preſfions, We ſhare in the Comforts 
we' Miniſter to-others : are' refrefhe 
ic} that kindly Submiflion - to "God's 
oood Pleaſure; in that lightfome Cons 
templation of -God's Mercy ; in theſe 
comfortable Hopes of a happy Iffue; 
ed; we 


. which we ſuggeſt to the affli 


thence are diſpoſed” to 'a gratefut Senſe 
of God's Goodneſs, in preſerving our 
felves -trom 'thoſe -Calamities,' and qua- 
liftying us to comfort onr ' Brethren, 
We - teel SatisfaQtion in refleQing -up= 
on this very Pratice, and* obferving 


that we do Att conformdble'to good 


Ngture, to the Dictateg'bf 'Reaſon, to 
the”'Will of God : Therein diſcharging 
| O 2 a good 
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a goog Conſcience, ; and enjoying a Por- 
tion of that continual. Feaſt. - 
.- What Joy reſults to a Chriſtian, from 
having. :.apr yniverſal Complaifance in 
God's Proceedings as grateful ?  Reliſh- 
ing all, Diſpenfations ; as diſpos'd to 
bleſs and praiſe him for a]l things /in- 
cident, (Joy being. an inſeparable,Com- 
panion .of Gratitude,,,apd,, Praile, ), as 
finding; Satisfaction; in, . Poverty, Dit: 
grace,. any, Diſlreſs., To have his Spi- 
Tit ;above .grieyous ,Solicitude, Anxiety, 
Deſparation, Dilconſolateneſs. .To; ap; 
Preneng himſelf . the ,Chld,,of, a moſt 
ind)ang. careful, Fathery FRE hath all 
things in Heaven and, Earth at, is; Diſ- 
poſal?. Is infinitely tender of his good ; 
ſo aſſured. he can neyer come into any 
want; of; what's ,needful for him : And. 
hath a.,Title to Goods, infinitely more 
deſirable, , preciaus, durable 2; How : can 
he ,but patiently ſubmit. to , his, father- 
ly Chaſtiſements, which he is unwil- 
lingly..forced by his own, great Love, 
and js, preſent prefling need.to flick, 
{'npole .,upon, us ?. ,Cheariuliy pnndergo 
; t Aigtion, with, the, ſame Mind 
-...crewith a Patient ſwallows down 
an 


4 


an unſavoury Potion - he kind" will 
conduce to his Health 2''How doth 
our holy Confidence in his paternal 
Care over us, exhilerate our Hearts ? 
that all our Concerns are 'lodg*d in 
the Hands of ſuch a Friend ; ſo wiſe; 
able, faithful, affectionate; chat in due 
time, in the moſt expedient manner, 
we ſhall receive” a competent Supply 
of our 'wants, a Riddance from all 
our Dangers, Harms 'and Grievances. 
——Tn the ſhadow of thy wings will T re- 
Joyce (p). 

Can' any thing give ſuch Eaſe to 
Humane Life, as to have wholly re- 
ſign'd our ſelves, and all our Concerns 
unto him? Let things be, and go ' 
how they will, our Heart, our Happi- 
neſs is not concern'd in it. We de; pend 
upon God for every thing ; ſo are oi 
tified with any thing, or Condition ; 
which ſhould not' be thus, were 1t n6r 
beſt' for us. To have an Agreeable- 
neſs of Will with” the - Will of God, 
makes it as impoſſible atiy evil, as that, 
that which is 'according' to 'our Will, 
ſhould makes us, fad., 
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Unto the upright there ariſeth light 
in the darkneſs (q). - What are the Tri- 
als of the Righteous, to the mazy ſor- 
rows that ſeat be, that are to the wick- 
ed (r). What's Poverty ( which grates 
a little on the Senſes and Fancy) to 
the want of a good Conſcience ? Sick- 
neſs, compared to a diſtempered Mind, 
and Decay of Spiritual Strength 2 Any 
Diſappointment, to the being defeated, 
and overthrown .by a Temptation ? 
What's any Loſs, to the being depri- 
ved of God's Love and Favour ? or 


any Diſgrace, to.. the being out of 


teem and Reſpect with him? What's 
21y Unfaithfulneſs, or Inconſtancy of 
PF.iends, to the having, deſerted, or be= 
trayed our own Souls ? What can any 
Danger ſignifie, to ' that of eternal Mi- 
ſery incurr'd by. offending him? What 
Preſſure can, weigh againſt the load of 
Guilt? or what Pain £qual that of ting- 
ing Remorſez What Condition can be 
ſo bad, as that of a wretched Sinner 2 
Any: Caſe: ſurely is tolerable, deſirable, 


loyoly, in compariſon of this. 


(Yr) Pal. 32+ 10+ 
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What Pleaſure (without any Tin- 
ure of Sournels, Bitterneſs, - melan- 
choly Damps, confequent Qualms ) ta 
enjoy Hearty, Pure, Solid, Durable, 
the only true ones ; ſuch as are at 
God's Right Hand ; the belt Friend, 
the continual Feaſt of a good Conſci- 
ence, (is his Prerogative to be Maſter 
of) that pureſt Delight, that richeſt 
Cordial, that univerſal ſovereign Balm, 
that brazen Wall, that impregnable For- 
treſs (againſt external Afſaults, and in- 
ternal Commotions) that conſtant Re- 
paſt, whereon the Mind, deſtitute of 
all others, with a never languiſhing 
Appetite, entertains it ſelf; that faith- 
ful Witneſs, impartial Judge, wholoe- 
ver accuſes, always acquits; that onl 
Support in old Ape, in the evil Day; 
that certain never delerting, never-fail- 
ing Friend; that undecaying, unaltera- 
ble, laſting, everlaſting SatisfaCtion ; 
that ſure Retuge in all ſtorms of For- 
tune, which renders his Sleep ſweet ; 
Cundiſturb'd with fearful Phantaſms ) 
his Heart light, his Steps ſecure; arms 
him with invincible Courage ; bears 
him up Chearfully, Undauntedly, Tri- 
O 4 umphantly, 
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umphantly, againſt all malicious -Re- 
ports and Diſgraces, the worſt bad For- 
tunes : being certain he's in the right 
way ; not doubting he ſhall in good 
time come to his: deſigned Journey's 
End. Meep innocency, and take heed un- 


' Zo the thing that is right for that ſhall 


$ring a man peace at the laſt (5). 

Is he not freed from Diffidence in 
himſelf? From Diſtraction in his Mind 2 
From frequently being on the Rack > 
From leading an unequal Life, claſhi 
with it ſelf 2 From deluding, difap- 
pointing thoſe he deals, converſes with 2: 
being in all Cafes, Conditions, ( pro-. 
ſperous or adverſe) the ſame Mind, 
and Man, going the ſame way. Con- 
tingencies of Aﬀairs, unhinge not his 
Mind from his good Purpoles : Divert 
not his Foot from the right way. Let 
the: Weather be fair, or foul : The 
World frown, or ſmile : Let him get 
or loſe, be favoured or crofled ; com- 
mended or reproached, ( by Honour or 
Diſhonour, by evil Report, and good 
Report,) he will do his Duty : The 


(3) Pal. 37. 38. 01d Tranſlation. 
external 
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external State of "Things alter not 
with him,' the Moral Reaſon of 
them. EY | | JJIUCG Ct 

' + A hopeful Confidence, a chearful 
Satisfaftion, ever . waits him in this 
right way. Nothing within him to 
controul, -countermand, diſtra, diſturb 
him. Nothing without, to diſmay, dit- 
courage him. If he has not the good 
Will of Men, he cannot hugely dread 
their Oppoſition. He may ſtrongly pre- - 
{ume upon the propitious Aſpe&, the 
favourable Succour of Heaven ; which 
always ſmiles, and caſts a benign In- 
fluence on honeſt Undertakings. He 
can with Aſſurance commend his ways 
to God's Providence ; depend upon him 
for his concurrent BenediCtion : With 
an humble Boldneſs addreſs Prayers to- 
him for his ProteC@tion : Refer his cauſe 
to the (evereſt Conſideration ';; with 
Job, ſaying, Let me be weighed in an 
even balance, that God may know mine 
tntegrity (t). Whatſoever befals, how- 
ſoever the Buſineſs goes, he ſhall not 
condemn; not puniſh himſelf with Re» 


Ct) Job 31. 6. 
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morſe : But triumph in the Integrity - 
of his Heart (if not in the Felicity of 
His Succeſs) and Innocency of his De- 
Pportment, — 7il 7 die, I will not re- 
move my integrity from me, my righte- 
ouſueſs 7 bod faſt, and will not let it 
go: my heart ſhall not reproach me ſo long 
as T live (v), His Mind is not fſurpri- 
'Zed, or his Paſlions diſcomposd, by a 
ſeeming Adverſeneſs of Events to his En- 
deavours. He's aſſured, miſſing, is bet- 
.ter than getting, when by ſovereign 
Wiſdom it's ſo determin'd. So, in et- 
Tet he can have no bad Succeſs : For, 
How can that Occurrence be deemed Bad, 
which plain Reaſon diQtates in certain 
Judgment to be moſt expedient for him; 
about which he ever was indifferent, 
and with which at preſent he's not 
heartily diſpleas'd > How can it'be taken 
for Misfortune, which one was prepard 
to embrace with Satisfation and Com- 
-placency 2 So, let the worſt that can 
come, he comes not off ill; or ſo, ( mat- 
ters being righty ſtated) as to be a loſer 
upon the foot of the Account. 
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Muſt not #pright walking yield per- 
petual Joy ? Being atteſted to, appro- 
ved by the facred Oracles, by remar- 
kable Providences, by the general Con- 
ſent of all wiſe and good Men ; by Ex- 
perience; that all our Good and Hap» 
pineſs, abſolutely depends on God's Fa- 
vour ; that to pleaſe him, can only be 
true Wiſdom, the ſureſt Safety ; to of- 
tend him the greateſt Folly, Hazard, 
Danger, That Virtue is the beſt En- 
dowment, Sin the worſt Miſchief : A 
bad Mind the foreſt Adverſity can be= 
fal us. That no worldly Good or E- 
vil, are conſiderable to thoſe Spiritual. 
That nothing can be really profitable, 
advantageous to us, which conſiſts nor 
with our Duty to God ; conduces not 
to our Spiritual [ntereſt, our eternal 
Welfare ; but is a frivolous Trifle, a dan- 
gerous Snare, a notable Damage, or a 
woful Bane unto us. | 

Is there no Comfort in being fatis- 
fied, that all the Cauſes of Sorrow are 
removed, and all the Cauſes of true 
Joy ſecured > To be certain we are in 
in a fafe State of Salvation? To know 
we are paſled from Death to 2 : 

at 
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That the- Seeds: of all faving Graces, 
the Foundation of all ſaving Comforts, 
are firmly laid in our Souls That we 
have the Marks, Diſpoſitions, Aﬀecti- 
ons, are intitled to all the Privileges 
of Children of the Bleffſed. To ſee 
our ſelves guarded here by the Almigh- 
fy Attendance, and afterwards carry'd 
by them into Abraham's Boſom (w). To 
lie down (and not be afraid) as in 
the everlaſting Arms of the Watchman 
of Tſrael; and when we awake, to be 
ſtill with him, fatisfled with his like- 
neſs (x). The Lord will command his 
loving kindneſs in the day-time, and in 
the night his ſong ſhall be with me (y). 

Is 1t not a mighty reward even 1n 
this Life, of a holy and devout Lite, 
to be ſecure of our main Stake, our 
final State? And from all Ill, Sin, Guilt, 
Satan, the World, the Fleſh, Death 
and Hell ; the moſt horrid, formidable, 
oaſtly, only dangerous Enemies? 'To 

have our Hearts not condemn, but com- 
mend, and applaud us? To have a per- 
petual Calm, (be the World never ſo 


C9) Pſil. g1. x1, 12. Luke 16. 22. (x) Pſal. 
17+. 15» & 139, 18+ "GP; Plal. 42+ $ 
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unquiet) a conſtant Peace of Mind, 
and Senſe of the Divine Favour > To 
have all our Sins pardond, all our 
Debts paid, all our Iniquities forgiven ? 
No old Scores, no after-Reckoning to 
perplex, diſturb, ſhame us,' make our 
Countenance fall before him. All Oc- 
caſlions of Diſpleaſure, Diſtances remo- 
ved ; being reconciled through our Sa- 
viours powerful Mediation. To have 
confidence towards God ; Freedom, Liber- 
ty, Aſſurance in Speaking, in putting 
up our Prayers/ to' him,” without Fear 
of a Repil}ſe,” or a Denial: To come 
with ſuch a holy 'Boldneſs, and Confi- 
dence in our Requeſts, as thoſe have, 
who are ſure to be heard (z). ” 

What Thovght can enter into the 
Heart of Man more comfortable and 
delightful, than this? That the World's 
Sovereign, the great Maſter of all 
Things, the moſt Wiſe, 'and mighty 
King of Heaven and Earth, hath en- 
tertained a gracious Regard, hath ex- 
preſs'd a real Kindneſs unto us? That 
we are in Capacity to Honour, Praiſe, 


(7) Heb. 4+ 16, 1 Joha 5. 14, 
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prefent an acceptable Sacrifice unto him, 
who can render us pertectly Happy ? 
That we are admitted to the Practice 
of that, wherein the ſupream Joy of 
Paradiſe, the Perfe&tion of Angelical 
Bliſs, the moſt deletable Buſinets of 
Heaven conlilts ? | 

Wherefore, a Chriſtian, as ſuch ( ac- 


cording to the Deſign of his Religion, '| 


and in Proportion to his Compliance 
with its Precepts) is the moſt chear- 
ful Perſon in the World: Always in 
Humour, and full of Chear : continu- 


ally bearing a ſprightly, elevated, well. - 


fatisfy'd Content of Mind, (which 
| iprings from Innocency of Life, a 

aithtul Diſcharge of our Duty, Satis- 
faction :of Conſcience, Acquieſcence in 
our Eſtate, a good Hope in God, our 
Selves, and our future State) a light 
Heart, a calm Spirit, a \mooth Brow, 
a ſerene Countenance, a grateful ac- 
cent of Speech, a well-compoſed Te- 
Nnure of Carriage. Exhibiting trium- 
phant Demonſtrations of SatisfaQtion 
and Alacrity : Every way ſignifying 
his extream Complacency in God, his 
Dealings with him : The full Content 


he 
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he takes in his Eſtate ; as gratefully 
ſenſible of his Felicity in his Favour ; 
boaſting in God all the Day long; and 
in a ſort commending himſelf as very 
happy in Relation to him ; with a ſober 
Confidence, and cheartul Inſult, upon 
vile, odious, baffled * /mpiety. By his 
Expreſſions and Demeanour, upbraid- 
ing the Folly, the Baſeneſs, the Impo- 
tency, the Wretchedneſs of it; in com- 
pariſon with the Wiſdom, in oppoſition 
to the Power of God, his Friend and 
Patron. Al the upright in heart ſhall 
glory (a); no black Thought, no irk- 
tom Deſire, no troubleſome Paſſion 
lodges in his Breaſt. Any Furrow, 
any Cloud, any Frown fits ill on his 
Brow. Any doleful Complaint, ſouncs 
1]]- out of his Mouth. The leaſt, dum-- 
piſh Aſpect, fretful Word, or froward 
Behaviour, utterly unbecomes him. It 
at any time it appears otherwiſe, tis 
a Defetion from his CharaCter ; a Ble- 


miſh, a Wrong to his Profeſſion ; It 


argues a Prevarication in his Judgment, 
or Practice: He forgets that he is a 


(4) Pal, 64. 106 | 
Chriſtian, 
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Chriſtian, or hath not preſerv'd the In- 
nocency belonging to that Name : For, 
if a Chriſtian remembers 'what he is; 
is ſenſible of his Condition, refle&ts on 
the Dignity of his Perſon, the Noble- 
neſs of his Relations, the Sublimity of 
his Priviledges, \the - Greatneſs of his 
Hope; the' Certainty | of his State, 
how can' he lament, or- be out of Ht- 
mour ? 

Is it not abſurd for him that is at 
Peace with God, his own Conſcience, 
all the World ; for the Poſſeſlor of the 
beſt Goods, the- Heir of a bleſſed Im- 
mortality, the Friend, Favourite, Son 
of the great King, to Fret or Wall ? 
What Account can be given, that he 
That's ſettled in a moſt proſperous State, 
that's (if he pleaſe) ſure of its Conti- 
nuance, and: Improvement 2? That hath 
the inexhauſtible Spring of good for his 
Portion : His Weltare intruited in moſt 
ſure Hands ; God's infallible Word for 
his! Security and-- Support , free' Acceſs 
to Him, in whole Preſence is Fulnels. of 
Joy ; frequent Taſtes-of tis Goodnels, 
(in gracious Diſpenſations of his Pro- 
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fluence of his Grace, chearing the Heart 
with his lightfome ' Preſence, 'and ra- 
viſhing Confolations ) the infinite Beau- 
ty and Excellency, for the perpetual 
Object of his Contemplation and At- 
fetion » That enjoys the Serenity of 
a ſound Mind, a pure Heart, a 
quiet Conſcience; a fure Hope; What 
can he want'to refreſh, or comfort 
him-? 

Whence can Sorrow come 2 How 
can Sadneſs creep into him, that is a 
true, a perfet Chriſtian : That hath 
no care to (diſtrat' him, having diſ- 
charged all his Concerns on God's Pro» 
vidence. No Fear to diſmay him, be- 
ing guarded by the Almighty Prote- 
tion from all Danger and Miſchief. 
No Deſpair to ſink him, having a ſure 


Refuge in the Divine Mercy and Help. 


No ſuperſtitious Terrours or Scruples 
to perplex him, being conſcious of his 
own upright Intentions to pleaſe God, 
and confident of God's merciful Wil- 
lingneſs to accept his ſincere Endea- 
vours. : No incurable Remorſe to tor- 
ment him ; the Sting of Guilt is pull'd 
out by his Saviour's Merits, apply d 


by 
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by his Faich and Repentance. No long- 
ing Deſires to diſquiet him, being tully 
ſatisfied with what he poſleiles, or may 
juſtly expect from God's Bounty. No 
Contentiqns to inflame: him, knowing 
nothing's here worth paſſi onately {tri- 
ving for ; and being reſolv'd to hold 
a friendly good Will towards all Men. 
No repining Envy, ſeeing none more 
happy than he may be; and that 
every Mans good by Charity, is 
made his own. No fretfu] Diſcontent,, 
ſeeing he gladly acquieſces in all Suc- 
celles allotted him ; reſigning his Will 
to God's ; taking all tor beſt, whictr 
thence occurs : Knowing all ſhall work 
together for his Good and Advantage. 
No ſpiteful Rancour to corrode his 
Heart. No boiſterous Paſſions to ruitfle 
his Mind. No inordinate Appetites, 
perverſe Humours., corrupt Deſigns, 
to diſtemper his Soul, or diſturb his 
Life. 

What is there belonging to a Chri- 
ſtian whence Grief naturally.can Spring ? 
From Gad,. our exceeding Joy ; rhe 
Fountain of Happineſs and all Com- 
tort > From Heaven, the Region of 
Light 
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Light and Bliſs > From his Law, which 
inlightens, chears, rejoyces the. Heart, 
is ſweeter. than Honey, or the Honey= 
Comb ? From Wiſdom, whoſe ways.are 
Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths Peace 2? 
From the Contemplation of Heavenly 
Truth? From the Senſe of his Favour ? 
From the Pardon of our Sins > From 
the Influences, the Efftets of Divine 
Grace? From the Hopes and Anticipa- 
tion of everlaſting Bliſs. From Virtue, 
which cures our afflidtive Diſtempers, 
compoſes our vexatious Paſſions 2 From 
thoſe ſweet Sources, about which a 
Chriſtian (as ſuch) is only converſant, 
no Sorrow can be derived, no bitter 
Stream Flow. But Hell, the Fleſh, 
the World, Darkneſs, Error, Folly, Sin, 
Irreligion, ( Things with which a Chri- 
ſtian hath nothing to do; from which 
he keeps aloof ; which he utterly Re- 
nounces and Abandons) they only 
are the Parents of Diſcomfort and Ans 
guiſh, : | 
Wherefore, there's the ſame Reaſon, 
Obligation, Poſlibility, that we ſhould 
rejoyce always, as that we ſhould al- 
ways be Chriſtians; exactly perform- 
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ing Duty, totally forbearing Sin. For, 
Tanocence, and Indolence; perte& Vir 
tue, and conſtant Alacrity, ever go to- 
gether,” are inſeparable Companions, 
and conſtitute Flappineſs. | 
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Sh us mercifully, : 0 Lord, in 
theſe fur upplications and Pray? 
ers 3 diſpoſe. the. way-.of 


thy Servants ——_—_— the Attainment 


of Everlaſting Salvation, that among 
all the Changes and Chances of thus 
mortal Life, we may' ever be deftend- 
ed by thy moſt gracious and ready 
Help, Pad Jelus Chrifh, our Lord, 


Amen. 


Al- 
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A Lmighty God, Father of our 
A Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Maker ot all 
Things, Judge of all Men ; we acknow- 


" ledge and bewail our manifold Sins 


ind Wickedneſs, which we from Time 
to Time moſt grievouſly have com- 
mitted, by. Thought, Word and Deed, 
againſt thy Divine Majeſty, provoking 
moſt juſtly thy Wrath and Indigna- 
tion againſt us. We do carneſtly re- 
pent, and are heartily ſorry for theſe 
our Miſ-doings, ' the Remembrance of 
them 1s grievous unto us, the burden 
of' them 1s intolerable. © Have Mercy 
upon us, have -mercy mercy upon us 
moſt Merciful Father, for thy Son our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt fake, forgive us all 
that is' paſt, and grant that we-/ may 
ever hereafter ſerve and-pleaſe thee in 
newnels of Life, to the Honour and Glo- 
ry of thy Name, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen. 


God Merciful Father, that deſpi- 
\ # feſt not the fighing of 'a contrite 
Heart, nor- the Deſire of ſuch as be 


forrowtul, mercifully aſſiſt our Prayers 
that 
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| that we make before thee in all .our 


Troubles and Adverſities; whenſvever 
they oppreſs us; and. graciouſly hear 
us, - that thoſe Evils which the Craft 
and Subtilty of the Devil, or Man 
worketh againſt us, be brought to 
novght, and by the Providence of thy 
Goodneſs they may 'be diſperſed, that 
we thy Servants being hurt by no Tri= 


als or Temptations, Perſecutions or Af- 


fictions; may evermore give Thanks 
unto thee in thy holy Church, through 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amer, 


E humbly beſeech thee, O Fa» 

ther, mercifully to look upon 
our Infirmities, and for the Glory of 
thy Name, turn from us all thoſe E- 
vils, that we moſt righteouſly have de> 
ſerved : and grant, that im all our 
Trouble, we may put our whole Truft 
and Confiderice in thy Mercy, and 
evermore ſerve thee in Holineſs and 
Pureneſs of Living, to thy Honour 
and Glory, through -our only Medj- 
ator and Advocate, Jeſus Chriſt, 4- 
men, 


| © God, 


z08 Pavers. 


() God, from whom all holy  De- 
ſires, all good Counſels, and all 
jult Works do proceed ; give unto thy 
Servants that Peace which the World 
| cannot give, that both our Hearts may 
may be, ſet to obey. thy Command- 
ments; and; alſo, that by. thee we. be- 
ing defended from the Fear of our E- 
nemies, may paſs our Time ' in ; Reſt. 
and - Quietneſs, through the Merits of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, Amen. 


God, who art the Author of 
\ Peace,,:and Lover, of Concord, 
in Knowledge of whom ſtandeth. our 
eternal Life, whoſe Service is perfect 
Freedom ; defend us thy humble Ser- 
vants in all Aſhults of our Enemies, 
that we ſurely truſtiog-in thy. Defence, 
may.not fear, the Power of any Adver- 
laries, through the might of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Amer. 


/ORD of all Power and Might, 

' who art the Author and Giver 

ot all good Things; graft in our Hearts 
the Love of thy Name, encreaſc in us 
true 
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true Religion, nouriſh us with all Good- 
neſs, and of thy great mercy keep us 
in the ſame, through Jeſus Chriſt ou 
Lord, Amen. x 


Almighty God, who alone canſt 
order the unruly Wills and At- 
fections of ſinful Men; grant unto thy 
People that they may love the, Thmg 
which thou commandelt, and defire 
that which thou doſt promiſe, that fo 
among the ſundry and manitold Changes 
of the World, our Hearts may ſurely 
there be fixed, where true Joys are to 
be found, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


Amen, 


Fam and everlaſting God, 
'ho doſt govern all Things in 


Heaven and Earth ; mercifully hear 
the Supplications of thy People, and 
grant us thy Peace all the Days of 
our Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
Amen. | 


A God, who knoweſt us to be ſet 
in the midſt of ſo- many and 
P great 
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great Dangers, that by reaſon of the 
Frailty of our Nature we cannot al- 
ways ſtand upright, grant to us ſuch 
Strength and Protection, as may ſup- 
port us in all Dangers, and carry us | 
through all Temptations, through Jeſus 
«Chriſt our Lord, Amer. 


/A Lmighty and eve. 'afting God, 
/ mercitully look upon our Infir- 
mities, and in all our Dangers and Ne- 
ceſſities, ſtretch forth thy right Hand | 
to help and defend us, through Jeſus 

Chriſt our Lord, Amez. 


'A Lmighty God, who ſeeſt that 
| we have no Power of our ſelves 
to help our felves; keep us both out- 
wardly in our Bodies, and inwardly 
1n .our Souls, that we may be defenc'- 
ed from all Adverlities which may 
happen to the Body, and from all e- 
vil Thoughts which may aſſault and 
hurt the Soul, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, Amen. 


We | 
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" E beſeech thee Almighty God, 
mercifully to look upon thy 
People ; that by thy great Goodneſs 
they may be governed and preſerved 
evermore both in Body and Soul, thro' 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amer. 


Lmighty God, who through thy 
only Begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt 
haſt overcome Death, and opened unto 
us the Gate of Everlaſting Life ; we 
himbly beſeech thee, that as by thy ſpe- 


cial Grace preventing us, thou doſt 


put into our Minds good Deſires, fo 
by thy continual Help, we may bring 
the ſame to good Effet, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord,” who liveth and 
rejigneth with thee and the Holy Ghoſt 
ever one God, World without End, 
Amen. 


Lord, from whom all good 
Things do come, grant to us 
thy humble Servants, that by thy holy 
Inſpiration we may think thoſe things 
OE P 9 that 
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that be good, and by thy merciful gui- 
ding may perform the tame, through 
Teſus Chriſt, Amer. 


God, who did{t teach the hearts 

of thy faithful People, by fending 
to them the Light of thy Holy Spirit; 
grant us by the ſame Spirit to have 
a right Judgment in all Things, and 
evermore to rejoyce 1n his holy Com- 
fort, through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Saviour, Amen. 


Lord, who never faileſt to help 
and govern them whom thou 
doſt bring up in thy ſtedfaſt Fear and 
Love; keep us we beſcech thee uncer 
the Protection of thy good Providence, 
and make us to have a perpetual Fear 
and Love of thy Holy Name, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


O Lord, we beſeech thee mercifully 
to hear us, and grant that we to 
whom thou haſt given an hearty De- 
ſire to Pray, may by thy mighty Aid 
be delended and comforted in all Dan- 

gers 


$ 
\ 
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goers and Adverlities, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


ORD, we pray thee, that thy 

Grace may always prevent and 
tollow us, and make us continually to 
be given to ail good Works, through 
Tefus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


ORD, we beſeech thee, grant 
thy People Grace to withſtand 
the Temptations of the World, the Fleſh 
and the Devil, and with pure Hearts 
and Minds ro follow thee the only 
God, tirough Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


Amen. 


| Lord, Foraſmuch as without thee 

we are not able to pleaſe thee ; 
mercitully grant that thy Holy Spirit 
may in all Things dire& and rule our 
Hearts, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


Amen. 


() Almighty and moſt merciful God, 
of thy bountiful Goodneſs keep 
us we beſeech thee from all Things 

F-3 that 
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that may hurt us: that we being ready 
both in Body and Soul, may chear- 
tully accompliſh thoſe things thar thou 
wouldeſt have done, through Jelus 
Chriſt our Lord, Amey. 


RANT, we beſeech thee, mer- 
citul Lord, to thy faithful Peo- 
ple Pardon and Peace, that they may 
be cleanſed from all their ſins, and 
ſerve thee with a quiet mind, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amer. 


Lmighty and Everlaſting God, 

who art always more ready to 
hear, than we to pray, and to give 
more than either we deſire or de- 
ſerve; pour down upon us the abun- 
dance of thy Mercy, forgiving us 
thoſe Things whereof our Conſcience 
is atraid, and giving us thoſe good 
things which we are not worthy to 
ask, but through the Merits and Me- 
diation of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son our 
Lord, Amen. E 


We 
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W*: do not preſum?2 to come 
'_ unto thee moſt Merciful Lord, 
truſting in our own Righteouſneſs, but 
in thy * manifold and great Mercies. 
We are not worthy ſo much as to 
gather up the Crumbs under the Ta- 
ble of thy meaneſt Servants. But 
thou art the ſame Lord, whoſe Pro-. 
perty 15 always: to have Mercy on 
thoſe that fear thee; and whoſe Pro- 
mile 1s, to forgive our Iniquities, and 
to remember our Sins no more; to 
heal our Back ſhidings, and love us 
treely, through him who his own ſell 
bare our fins in his own Body on the. 
Tree: ſuffered for our fins, the juſt for 
the unjuſt, to bring finners unto thee : 
who hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all; who was delivered for our of- 
fences, and was raiſed again for our 
Juſtification ; and 1s entred into Hea- 
ven itſelf, now to appear in the Pre- 
ſence of God for us, even Jeſus who 
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delivereth us from the wrath to come. 
O let us enjoy the Comfort, by un- 
feignedly believing the Certainty of fo 
reat Salvation, and living in the joy- 
ful Senſe and Praiſe of it, until we 
come eternally to ſing Bleſſing, and 
Honour, and Glory, and Power unto 
him that ſitteth upon the Throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever, 
that loved us, and hath waſhed us 
from our Sins in: his own Blood ; and 
made us Kings and Prieſts unto God 
and his Father, and our Father, to 
his God, and our God; to him be 
Glory and Dominion for ever and ever, 


Amen. 
() Thou who haſt extended thy 
Mercy to ſo many and fo great 
Sinners as we find upon record ; we 
believe that thou art infinite in Mercy, 
haſt not leſs in ſtore for us, than thou 
hadſt for them; bur fo loved the World 
that thou gaveſt. thy only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever belicveth in him 


. "Rey, 5. 13s & Jo g 6, John 20, I'7. 
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ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
Lite. O look down upon us in much 
Mercy, with the Pity and tender Com- 
paſlions of a Father ; deal with us with 
the loving Kindneſs of a Saviour; with 
the Favour of one that was ſent, and 
came into. the World, not to condemn 
the World; but that the World through 
him might be faved. O pardon all. 
our paſt ſins, Defe&tions, Frailtics ; 
ſupply the Wants, Weakneſſes, Imperte- 
Ctions of our ſincere Obedience, with a 
gracious Acceptance ; ſupport, relieve 
us under all the Trials, Sorrows, Tem- 
ptations of this World; and enable us 
to look up to thee in Peace, and with 
a comfortable well-grounded Confidence 
of being at laſt reccived into thine e- 
verlaſting Kingdom, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen. 


O Thou that dwelleſt in the high 
and holy Place : with him alto 


that is of a contrite and humble Spi- 
rit, to revive the Spirit of the hum- 


John 3. 16,. 17, 
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ble, and to revive the Heart of the con- 
trite ones ; pardon and ſpeak Peace 
unto us through him who 1s our Peace, 
hath loved us, and given himſelf for 
os : juſtifie us freely by thy Grace 
through the Redemption that is in Je- 
{us Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſet forth 
to be a Propitiation for our Sins. O 
let us not diſtruſt the Sufficiency, and 
Acceptance of that Sacrifice for all 
our Offences, which was made for the 
Sins of the whole World; ſcatter and 
difperſe the Clouds and Darkneſs of | 
our Minds : clear up in us juſt Ap- | 
prehenſions of thee, and of our ſelves. 
Free us from all intangling Scruples, 
dejeting Cares, diſquieting Doubts and 
Fears. Eaſe, quiet, compoſe our Minds 
by thy holy Spirit, the Comforter, 
by a firm Belief and Hope of thy 
free Grace and Mercy to all true Pe- 
nitents, and by a ſtedfaſt Reliance up- 
on thy Truth, thy faithful Promiſes, 
in and through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


Amen. 
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AV-E mercy. upon us, O God, 
according to thy loving Kind- 
neſs ; according to the multitude of 
thy tender Mercies, blot out all our 
Tranfſgreſſions: waſh us throughly trom - 
our Iniquities, and cleanſe us from our: 
Sins. Create in us clean Hearts, and 
renew a right Spirit within us. Caſt 
us not away from thy Preſence, and . 
rake not thy holy Spirit from us. Re-. 
ſtore unto us the Joy of thy Salva- 
tion, and uphold us with thy free Spi= - 
rit. Make us to hear Joy and Glad- 
neſs, that the Bones which thou 
haſt broken may rejoyce. Make = : 
Face to ſhine upon thy Servants, 

ſave us for thy Mercy ſake. Give ) 
us Comfort, and ſure Confidence in 
thee : defend us from the Danger, 
and Fear of the Enemy, and keep 
us in perpetual Peace and Safety, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, A4- + 


MEX, 


Be 4 


320 Prayers. 
E thou, © Lord, our ſtrong hold, 


whereunto we may always res 
forr, ſave thy Servants, who put their 
Truſt in thee. Send us help from 
thy holy place, and evermore mighti- 
ly defend us, from the evil one, and 
every evil Thing. Tread down Satan 
under our Feet ; let the Enemy have 
no Advantage of us, nor approach to 
hurt us. Strengthen us againſt evil 
Suggeſtions, Temptations, and all our 
Spiritual Enemies. And grant, that 
by thy Help and Goodneſs, we may 
be defended, aſliſled, and comforted 
in all our Dangers and Adverſities, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, A- 


men, 


IVE car, - O Shepherd of 7 
raet, who out of thy tender 
Care and Compaltion has promiſed to 
feed thy Flock like a Shepherd ; to 
gather the Lambs with thy arm, to 
carry them in thy boſom, and zently 


Iſa, 40. 17s 
lead 


tead thoſe that are with young. In 
much Mercy conſider our Weakneſs, 
Frailties, and Infirmities, who are thy 
People, and Sheep of thy Paſture. 
O forgive all our paſt Errings and 
Wandrings from thee, for his ſake, 
who laid down his Lite for his Sheep, 
the Lamb flain from the Foundation 
of the World, to take away the Sins 
of the World : and for the tuture, lead 
us in the Paths of Righteouſneſs for 
thy Name fake, to endlels Refreſhment, 
Eaſe and Reſt. By patient Continuance 
in well-doing and ſuffering thy will 
(which is-always beſt) let us ſeek for 
and obtain Glory and Honour, and 
Immortality ; eternal Eife, through Je- 
fus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


Thou that art the God of. our 

Strength, ſend out thy Light 
and thy Truth into our Souls, let them 
lead and bring us unto thy holy Hill, 
thy Dwelling-place.. Let no Piſtruſt 
of thy mercitul Acceptance deprive us 
of the Comforts of thy ways of Plea- 


_— thy Paths of Peace. Let us 
| tind 
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find and make it appear, that there is 
more in Religion than a bare Name 
for our Support : that -our Rock 15 not 
their Rock, our Enemies themſelves 
being Judge. When we are ready to 
ſay, our Foot ſhppeth, let thy Mercy 
O Lord hoid is up: and in the mul- 
titude of our Thoughts within us, 
thy Comforts refreſh, delight our Souls. 
Keep us from murmuring or repining 
apainſt thee; from entertaining any 
hard, uonbecoming Thoughts of thee ; 
let us ever ſay, good is the Word ot 


the Lord, be it unto us even as he. 


will. Give us the Guidance, the Sup- 
ports, the Comforts of thy holy Spi- 
rit. At what Time we are atraid, let 
us truſt in thee, caſt our Burdeo, all 
our Care upon thee, becauſe thou 
careſt for us, and haſt promiſed then 
to ſuſtain us ; injoyned us to be care- 
tul for nothing, but in every thing, 
by Prayer and Supplication, with 
Thankſgiving ( for all thy Mercies ) 
to make our Requeſt known unto 
thee ; and let thy Peace which paſleth 
all Underſtanding, keep our —_— 
an 
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and Minds, in a Senſe of thy Love 
and Favour, and Acceptance, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


Fountain, Father of Mercies; God 
of all Comfort and Conſola- 
tion ; quench not the ſmoaking Flax, 
break not the bruiſed Reed ; revive, 
maintain, encreaſe and ſtrengthen the 
ſmalleſt Degrees and Beginnings of 
Grace 1in us, until we have overcome 
our Doubts and Fears, and all our Spi- 
ritual Enemies. When we are apt to 
be caſt down, dejeted, and miſtruſt- 
ful of our ſelves, let us not caſt away 
our Confidence in thee ; not miſtruſt 
the God of Truth ; not call in que- 
ſtion thy free Promiſes of Grace and 
Mercy ; not caſt off the Hope of thy 
gracious Acceptance ; not ſhut the 
Door of Mercy upon our ſelves, which 
thou haſt opened to all the World. 
Be our Support and Stay - under all 
Heavineſls and Dejetion of Spirit ; 
ſtand by us in the Hour of Trouble, 
Trial, Temptation, Death : Let not 
thy Mercy, nor our Faith fail us; 
when 
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when our Fleſh and our Hearts faileth 
us, be thou the ſtrength of our Hearts, 
and our Portion for ever, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


Emember us, O Lord with the 

Favour that thou bearcſt unto 
thy People: O vilit us with thy Sal- 
vation ; that we may fce the good of 
thy choſen ; that we may rejoyce in 
the Gladneſs of thy Servants; that we 
may glory with thine Inheritance. Let 
perfet Love caſt out Fear : And a 


comfortable Hope of thy Mercy, be as. 


an Anchor of our Souls, both ſure and 
ſtedfaſt ; that we may be never driven 
from it or thee, by any outward or 
inward Storms or Tempelits. Let no 
Temptation befal us, but ſuch as is 
common to Men, 1acident to thy Chul- 
dren : ſuffer us not to be tempted above 
what we are able, but with the Tem- 
ptation give an happy. Iflue, make a 
way to eſcape, that we may be abfe 
to bear and overcome through him who 
was in all points tempted like as we 
Pſal. 106. 4, 5: :ieb, 4. 15s 
arc 
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arc, yet without ſin, and hath over- 
come all his and our Enemies 3; who 
was dead and 1s alive for evermore, ma- 
king Interceſiion for us ; and hath the 
Keys of Hell and Death: To whom 
with thy blefled Majeſty and holy Spi- 
rit, be all Honour, Glory, and Praiſe, 
now and ever, Amen. 


U NT O God's gracious Mercy and 

ProteCtion, we commit our letves. 
The good Lord bleſs us, and keep us. 
The Lord make his Face to ſhine upon 
us, and be gracious unto us. The Lord 
lift up the Light of his Countenance 
upon us, and give us Peace, now and 
evermore, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, Amen. | 
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'before Printed -in any Book of this Kind. 
By JF. W. of the 4:ddle-Temple, Barriſter. 
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ſort of Garden-Ground, Cc. to a very 
great Improvement of every ſort of Land 
for Uſe and Profit, Ornament and De- 
light. Illuſtrated with Sculptures. The 
Fourth Edition : By YF. Worliage, Gent, 
Price 2 5. 6 d. 


New Obſervations on the Natural Hiſtory 
of this World of Matter, and this World 
of Life; Being a Philoſophical Diſcourſe, 
grounded upon the Moſaick Syſtem of the 
Creation and the Flood, With ſome Thoughts 
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Patriarchs. 2. Of the Iſraelites, after their 
coming out of Egypr until the Captivity of 
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Benefit of a Contented Life, Price 1 5, 
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Void and Null: In a' Conference between 
Philalethes a Presbyter of the Church of 
England, and Pſeudochews a Diſſenting Tea- 
cher. By 7. Jacques, Miniſter of Uxbridge, 
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